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Mercure Thame Lambert  
Hotel and Restaurant

Kite Restaurant & Bar  
AA Rosette 

Mercure Thame Lambert Hotel is perfect as your wedding venue and offers 
exceptional value for money with its wedding packages. From the ceremony 
to memorable photographs in spectacular settings, to stunning food and great 
entertainment at Mercure Thame Lambert Hotel we provide that authentic 
wedding experience with the capacity of  up to 130 guests. 

Book now for 2018 to receive Mercure Thame Lambert Hotels all inclusive 
wedding package starting from £3,000.
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(Hillwerke Recreational Trust Reg Charity No. 279656)

Charges for Hire – Effective 1st January 2018

For Residents of the Parish of Aston Rowant
Monday–Sunday & Bank Holidays
Main Hall (8am–midnight)  14.00 per hour
Committee Room only   £8.50 per hour
Children’s Parties (daytime) £40.00 (3-4 hours)

 For Non-Residents of the Parish of Aston Rowant
 Monday–Sunday & Bank Holidays
 Main Hall (8am–midnight)  £15.00 per hour
 Committee Room only   £9.50 per hour
 Children’s Parties (daytime) £50.00 (3-4 hours)

 All weekend hire – Fri mid-day to Sun mid-day     
 Resident £500;  Non Resident £620

 All day hire – 8am to midnight                                    
 Resident £210; Non Resident £225

 All evening hire – 5pm to midnight                           
 Resident £85;   Non Resident £90

 Bar Licence (if required) will incur an additional charge of £20

To make a booking, email bookings@kbvh.org, phone 07391 139707  
or visit our website www.kbvh.org where you will also find a full  
description of the facilities we can offer plus details of activities  

currently taking place in the hall.
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Zumba 
every Monday 6.30pm

07834 994699

Kettlebell Abs 
every Wednesday 6.00pm

07801 553019

Yoga with Rachel Hawkins 
every Wednesday 7.00pm

07552 185499

KINGSTON BLOUNT VILLAGE HALL DIARY DATES

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS
CAB Local office www.adviceguide.org.uk     01844 214827
Chinnor Village Centre       01844 353733
Church Tower, Aston Rowant: R Newton     01844 352926
Dial-a-ride (for people with mobility problems)    01869 327048
Highways Pothole Hotline      0845 3101111
Highways Street Light Hotline      0800 317802
Library-Chinnor        01844 351721
Oxon County Council www.oxfordshire.gov.uk    01865 792422
Police-Thame (Thames Valley)      101 or 999
Porch: S Thompson       01844 351334
Porch: J Rooksby        01844 352320
Post office-Chinnor       01844 351214
Schools:
Aston Rowant C of  E School      01844 351671
Icknield Community College Watlington     01491 612691
Lord Williams School Thame      01844 210510
Mill Lane School Chinnor      01844 352106
St Andrew’s C of  E, Chinnor      01844 351353
SODC Main Customer Services      01235 422422
SODC Refuse/Recycling       03000 610610
SODC Planning        01235 422600
Reporting Fly-tipping       03000 610610
SODC Environmental Department     01235 422403
Village Hall Hire/Bookings: Andrea Tinson     07391 139707
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Rector to the United Parish
Revd Maggie Thorne
The Rectory, Chinnor OX39 4DH
01844 354626

Assistant Curate
The Rev’d Dr. Jacky Barr

Parish Administrator
Louise Heathcote csarc@btinternet.com
Chinnor Church Office, OX39 4PG 01844 352472

Associate Clergy: 
Aston Rowant
The Rev’d Des Foote 01844 355945
The Rev’d Dr. Brian Griffiths 01844 355953
Crowell
The Rev’d Maggie Thorne 01844 354626

Churchwardens
Aston Rowant: Richard Boarder 07795 681263, Jeremy Wilcock 01844 761119
Crowell: Maggie & Andy Warman 01844 351909  

Retired Clergy Supporting Us in our Parish 
Serena Hutton 01844 354173

PCC Treasurer 
Michael DeVal12 Oakley Road, Chinnor OX39 4HB 07807 967452

For arrangements for Baptism, Confirmation and Marriage please contact the Parish
Administrator (see above).

Methodist Services – Station Road, Chinnor

LOCAL CHURCH CONTACTS

LOCAL CHURCH SERVICES
Aston Rowant Church Services

First Sunday of  every month – 10am Family Service
2nd, 3rd,4th Sundays 10am  – Holy Communion
Fifth Sundays see notice board in Church porch or village notice board
1st Tuesday of  every month 8am  – Morning Prayers

Crowell Church Services
1st Sunday of  the month 6pm – Evensong
2nd Sunday of  the month 10am – Eucharist
1st and 3rd Saturdays of  the month – Soul Space at 5.30pm
Listening Ear – St Andrew’s Church, Chinnor every Wednesday 7.30– 9.30pm
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Dear friends
We are having the most glorious weather this year, the England football team has 

done well in the World Cup, and life is, on the surface of  things, good. Sadlly though, 
there is also a large shadow over us all at the moment causing problems for the whole 
of  the United Parish which will ultimately have a knock-on effect for the wider  
community. 

You may not be aware that every parish is asked to pay their ‘Share’ to the Diocese. 
This is to support the mission and ministry of  the Church (chiefly in terms of  clergy 
stipends and housing) and it is calculated by using an agreed formula that seeks to  
recognise the need of  some churches to be supported by others. The total amount 
needed each year is divided between the 29 deaneries of  the Diocese. 

Historically, the United Parish has been pretty good at paying its share, in spite of  it 
being £76,000. For an electoral role of  roughly 150, that means that each member, on 
average, needs to give £506 every year (£9.73 every week) just to cover the share. Two 
of  our churches require considerable, costly repairs to the stonework; all four churches 
need constant maintenance; all four churches have utility bills to pay; and  
we employ, on a part-time basis, our Administrator and Secretary to the PCC, Louise. 

For several years now, the Parochial Church Council has had to dip into its reserves 
in order to pay our share. This year, we cannot pay our share in full without wiping 
out our reserves completely. Just to pay the share, each parishioner on the electoral  
role would need to give a further £153 on top of  what is already very generous giving. 

Our Treasurer and I met with our Deanery Treasurer to discuss this projected 
deficit earlier in the year. The outcome was that we are doing nothing wrong and 
everything right, which was great news, but it still left us with the problem. Our share 
cannot be recalculated this year, but we have made a case which may help us in future. 
This leaves very few other options. 

Many of  you who are reading this will have attended one of  our four churches 
for a wedding, baptism, funeral, or one of  the major festivals, so because there are so 
many ‘occasional attendees’, I have promised that I will ask you all for financial help if  
you can possibly give it, to lift some of  the burden from the members of  our electoral 
role. Additionally, if  you can offer any suggestions, the PCC and I would be glad to 
hear them. 

That’s all very gloomy, I know, and there are many, many wonderful things  
that are happening in the United Parish as you can see if  you look at our webpage  
(chinnorunitedchurches.co.uk) and facebook page (StAndrews church Chinnor). We 
have to keep focused and remember that the Church exists for the people who don’t 
yet attend regularly: we have faith, and trust in the one Lord, Jesus Christ, who is our 
joy and our hope for health and salvation. There is an answer – we just haven’t found 
it yet. Please help us. 

Every blessing
The Rev’d Maggie Thorne
Rector of  the United Parish of  Chinnor, Sydenham, Aston Rowant and Crowell

PASTORAL LETTER
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CHINNOR CHURCHES GO WILD!
BioBlitz Bird Survey – 9th June

A huge thanks to Nick Marriner, development Officer for the Chiltern Conservation 
Board for facilitating such an informative and enjoyable morning! Thirty species in 
all were recorded across four churches in the Parish, including some fantastic views 
of  Swifts coming and going with a constant supply of  food, from a nest site under the 
guttering at Sydenham and Blue Tits nesting on the tower at Sydenham and Aston 
Rowant. 

St Andrews Church in Chinnor came out on top of  the species counts with 24  
species, closely followed by St Peter and St Paul Church in Aston Rowant with 21.  
St Marys Church in Sydenham recorded 20 species with 17 were found at The Nativity  
of  the Blessed Virgin Church in Crowell.

The spring breeding season was in full flow with species such as Goldcrest, Coal Tit, 
Blackcap and Chiffchaff all heard singing. Fantastic views of  soaring Buzzards, good 
numbers of  hirundines (House Martins, Swallows and Swifts) were seen feeding on 
insects and many young recently fledged birds were both seen and heard.

18 people (aged 20 to 91!)  joined the event and picked up tips and pointers on the 
identification of  species, recognising songs and calls as well as snippets of  insight into 
the ecology of  many species recorded.

The survey highlighted how important the four churchyards are in providing suita-
ble nesting and feeding habitat for such a wide range of  species. Equally it showed how 
resourceful birds are nesting under broken roof  tiles, cracks in wooden facia boards and 
spaces under guttering.

In addition to the bird survey the reptile mats at Chinnor were checked showing 
good numbers of  Slow Worms and the chance for many to see them close up for the 
first time – but these mats must not be removed or tampered with! 

Time was also taken to discuss how each site is managed for its wildlife and the great 
work currently being done to support this especially the wild flower meadow areas being 
created at Crowell.

Plans are in place to take this information to look at specific projects that may be 
carried out with support of  A Rocha and the Chilterns Conservation Board to further 
improve the range of  habitats at each of  the churches. 

Churchyards may be small in terms of  size but offer a significant resource and the 
morning showed how Rough Around the Edges the four churches are. 

The event has now given a baseline for future surveys and a basis on which to run 
similar surveys for other species groups – watch this space for more details. Our next 
meeting is at St. Andrew’s Church at 4pm on Monday 2nd July.

Jo Whitfield

TOWER TOURS & CREAM TEAS  
Aston Rowant Church, Sunday 12 August 2–4.30pm
Please join us for Tours of  the Tower (sensible shoes needed, children over 8 years), 
demonstrations of  bell ringing and tours of  the church.
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Parish Website
www.astonrowant.org.uk

Parish Clerk
Tracy Lambourne
clerk@astonrowant.org.uk
01844 353989
07971039612

Parish Councillors:
Chairman Peter Tinson Kingston Blount   01844 352817
Vice Chair Peter Hetherington Kingston Blount   01844 353296
Councillor Matthew Day Kingston Blount   01844 351300
Councillor Lynn French Aston Rowant    01844 350154
Councillor Steven Sowerby Kingston Blount   01844 351392
Councillor Trelawney Hill Aston Rowant   01844 353051
Councillor Marcus Wodzynski  Aston Rowant                       01844 355228

District Councillors:
Lynn Lloyd   01844 354313  lynn.lloyd@southoxon.gov.uk
Ian White   01844 352085  ian.white@southoxon.gov.uk
  

County Councillor
Jeannette Matelot  jeannette.matelot@oxfordshire.gov.uk

MP
John Howell   01491 612852  howelljm@parliament.uk

Police Community Support Office 
tel: 101  ThameHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Village Hall Hire/Bookings
Andrea Tinson  07391 139707  bookings@kbvh.org

Play Area
Tracy Lambourne  01844 353989  clerk@astonrowant.org.uk

Aston Rowant Cricket Club Chairman
Paul Humphreys  07880 791022

PARISH COUNCIL & LOCAL CONTACTS
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LETTER FROM JOHN HOWELL MP 
Over the last few months I have written on different aspects of  the workings of  Parlia-
ment and of  the work of  an MP. There is one more facet of  this that I would like to 
cover to round this off for the moment. This is on the mix of  topics and issues before 
the House and before individual MPs. 

If  you are guided by the media you might think that MPs have talked of  nothing 
other than Brexit for some while now. This is far from the truth. From time to time 
there are big debates on specific aspects of  Brexit but, on the whole, it has not domi-
nated the parliamentary agenda. Of  course, there are important negotiations going on 
and these are being done by the team designated to do this. As with any negotiation 
these are not done in the public eye; no good negotiator would show their hand in such 
a way. When a key debate on this does come before the House I tend to receive deeply 
passionate pleas for me to vote in a certain way. The problem is that I receive deeply 
passionate pleas from both sides of  any argument. It is inevitable that I am going to 
disappoint some.

However aside from Brexit the agenda before the House has been full of  other 
importance issues among which I would list Yemen, counter terrorism, abortion in 
Northern Ireland, Heathrow, refugees, issues around international trade, NHS issues, 
persecution in Nigeria – to mention but a few. I have spoken in debates on many of  
these issues. I know that sometimes specific issues can be very detailed and can seem 
remote to some people but in the wider view each debate is important. In addition 
to debates in the House there are issues to lobby on, and support to give to constitu-
ents on specific matters dear to their hearts and often unknown to many. Such issues 
include problems with surgical mesh, puppy farming, HPV vaccination for boys, issues 
around specific medical conditions and treatments, around flooding, and welfare sup-
port. As I mentioned in a previous article, it is often the personal stories that give the 
detail and depth of  understand on an issue that can be most helpful in directing action 
on behalf  of  others. 

Given the wide range of  issues raised with MPs offices it will be no surprise when I 
say that when the phone rings we have no idea what the call will bring. I have a small 
team of  staff to help me and they will always listen and help as best they are able. 
Many of  the calls and emails I receive are about issues that I am unable to directly 
help with, these may be commercial matters or more frequently issues that come under 
the devolved responsibility of  the County or District Council. In such circumstances 
we may direct a caller to the person or organisation best placed to help. It is sometimes 
difficult to know just who is responsible for what so we are very happy to advise so that 
people can get the help needed.   

 If  you would like to know more about my work please do look at my website which 
is regularly updated. www.johnhowellmp.com. 

 Printed and promoted by John Howell MP House of  Commons, London, SW1A 0AA, June 
2018.
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Meetings of  the Parish Council were held on Wednesday 13th June and Wednesday 
11h July, both in Aston Rowant church (lovely and cool in this run of  hot weather) at 
7.30pm. At the time of  writing, the next meeting of  the Council will be held after the 
summer break on Wednesday 12th September in Kingston Blount Village Hall. 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
P18/S1357/FUL – Erection of  three dwellings in the field behind Orchard House 

High Street Kingston Blount, with access off Old Croft Close, Kingston Blount.   
SHOULD BE REFUSED  

P18/S1546/HH – Erection of  a Garden Wall & Gates at Wych Elm, Chinnor 
Road, Aston Rowant. SHOULD BE REFUSED

P18/S2117/LDP – Listed Building Consent for proposed removal of  existing 
flat-roof  open porch above front entrance and construction of  a new small porch with 
front door to match style of  existing door, and new window to side elevation to match 
existing windows at Chiltern Cottage, Pleck Lane, Kingston Blount.  SHOULD BE 
APPROVED.

P18/S2285/FUL - Demolition of  part of  the existing dwelling and the erection of  
a detached dwelling with parking and access, together with alterations to the existing 
access at Windrush, Chinnor Road, Aston Rowant. Received the day after our July 
meeting.  TO BE DISCUSSED.

PLANNING DECISIONS OF SODC:
   P18/S0477/LDP – Certificate of  Lawful Use or Development for the construc-

tion of  proposed outbuilding incidental to existing property, accessed via existing 
entrance to provide garage, workshop/garden store, indoor pool/gym and changing 
and plant rooms at Queensgate, Butts Way AR.  REFUSED.

 P17/S4288/FUL – demolition of  Hill Cottage and Stable.  Erection of  new 
detached dwelling. Provision of  new approach drive, landscaping, fencing and other 
related works – APPROVED. 

 P17/S4443/FUL – First Floor rear extension over existing single-story rear 
extension, Conservatory to rear, change of  use from A4 Public House to C1/A3 (B & 
B plus café) at The Cherry tree, park Lane, Kingston Blount – APPROVED.

P17/S4235/FUL - Buildings adjoining Hill Cottage, High Street, Kingston Blount. 
Due to be heard at SODC Planning Committee hearing on 11th, now postponed to 
25th July. 

ASTON ROWANT PARISH COUNCIL NOTES
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PLANNING DECISIONS MADE SINCE THE LAST  
 MEETING:  

None.

Please note that all Planning Applications for the Parish can be found on the Parish 
Council Website: http://www.astonrowant.org.uk/Planning

All past minutes of  Aston Rowant Parish Council (Including the Annual Parish 
Meeting) can be found under: http://www.astonrowant.org.uk/meetings.html

Occasional updates concerning the Parish are added to the Kingston Blount / 
Aston Rowant (KBAR) Facebook page. To join, login to Facebook www.facebook.com, 
search for ‘KBAR’ and ask to join the group.

Tracy Lambourne
Clerk to Aston Rowant Parish Council

 Patios and paths  -  Brickwork  -  Planting and hedging
Fencing  -  Driveways  -  Wildflower meadows
Lawns and lawn care  -  Garden maintenance

tel: 01844 351919  mob: 07718 257104
email: rowlandscapes@gmail.com   website: www.rowlandscapes.com
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For a FREE quotation call
/LawnMasterUK

/LawnMasterTV

@LawnMasterUK
Tel: 0800 326 5017

Your lawn, our
expertise... 

perfect!

Your lawn, our
expertise... 

perfect!

www.lawnmaster.co.uk

SEE RESULTS IN JUST

10 DAYS

ASK FOR A

FREE
LAWN

ANALYSIS

Beautiful lawns at affordable prices

professional lawn care
Certificate Number 8302 

ISO 9001

Or just text
‘lawn’ 

and your postcode 
to 60777 

and we will call you.

or text LAWN followed by your POST CODE
to 60777 and we will call you back

*Texts charged at your operator’s standard rate 

THE ONLY NATIONAL LAWN TREATMENT COMPANY IN THE UK TO EMPLOY QUALIFIED GREENKEEPERS

For a free lawn analysis call

0800 326 5017

Your lawn, our
expertise...

perfect!

Your lawn, our
expertise...

perfect!

professional lawn care

Tailored lawn treatment programmes are 
available to improve your lawns all year round

www.lawnmaster.co.uk

Have your lawn treated by a qualified greenkeeper

Matt Evans - Ex Greenkeeper from local Golf 
Clubs including The Oxfordshie, Harleyford, 
Whiteleaf, and professional tournament 
experience on Many European tour events and 
Open Championship at St Andrews.

Treatments
from £18

AFTERBEFORE

Tailored lawn treatment programmes are 
available to improve your lawns all year round
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At the time of  writing (mid-July) the bulk of  the text for the Neighbourhood Plan has 
been drafted, considered and endorsed by the Steering Group and prepared  
for discussion with SODC.  When you read this, a meeting with SODC will have  
taken place at which the proposed policies will have, hopefully, been agreed, or, if   
not, refined.

AECOM have completed their work on our behalf  as regards Housing Site  
Assessments and a Housing Needs Analysis.  Their work generally accords with the 
views of  the Steering Group, with perhaps a rewording of  some of  their site rankings 
in line with wider views expressed locally.  These, too, will now be shared with SODC.

Thank you to all those who took an interest in the NP and provided penetrating 
questions to members of  the Steering Group who staffed the NP stand at the AR 
Village Fete.  

Hopefully, we will be able to stick to the timetable that was made available on the 
stand and which is on the website.  This may well depend upon ongoing discussions 
with Historic England and Natural England, both of  whom have taken a more cau-
tious approach to the need for a Strategic Environmental Assessment that did SODC.  
If  we do need an SEA, it would not be unduly onerous, but it would add to an already 
heavy workload and take still more time.

Our aim remains that of  reaching agreement with SODC over the summer and 
preparing for a pre-consultation draft in September.  That will be the time at which 
residents and other interested parties get a first chance to review our efforts, in the 
hope that the formal document, to be presented to public examination and then a 
referendum in the new year, has the full support of  the community.  

Mark Thackeray
Chairman – Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
EMAIL: np@astonrowant.org.uk
WEBSITE: www.astonrowant.org.uk/neighbourhood-planning

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

The Hillwerke Trust (who manage the Village Hall) are still looking for a Secretary to 
replace Lavinia Martins. The role is not onerous, committee meetings are held 5 to 6 
times a year, in the evenings, but kept brief  and informal. You would not be expected 
to take on any other committee work unless you wished and you would be able to take 
advantage of  two free hall bookings a year.
If  someone could come forward before Lavinia moves, she would be pleased to explain 
the role and thus a smooth handover would be assured.
Many thanks.
Andrea Tinson
Chair, Hillwerke Trust
gillitins@gmail.com

HILLWERKE TRUST 
Volunteer Required Urgently
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BUSES SERVING ASTON ROWANT PARISH
You are aware of  the bus service Line 40.  This route started in June 2007 and runs 
an hourly service from Thame town hall to High Wycombe bus station.  This operates 
on Monday through to Saturday and calls at Thame, Kings Road, Towersey Village 
Hall, The Inn at Emmington, Chinnor, Red Lion PH, Chinnor Village Hall, Crowell, 
Kingston Blount, Aston Village turn, Lewknor village turn, Aston Rowant A.40 (at the 
cross roads with the B.4009) Stokenchurch, Kings Arms, Stokenchurch Jubilee Road, 
Studley Green, Piddington, King Street, West Wycombe Swan, and High Wycombe 
bus station.

By the nature of  its route along the B.4009 to Lewknor turn and up the A40 at 
Aston Hill it opens up links to other routes.

• At High Wycombe it links to Chiltern Rail.
• At Stokenchurch it links to the National Express 737 service that runs from  

  Oxford, Stokenchurch, High Wycombe, Hemel Hempstead, Luton Airport,  
  Hatfield, and Stansted Airport.

• The Oxford Bus Companies Oxford to Heathrow and Gatwick stopping at  
  Lewknor.

• At Thame it links up to the Arriva, Aylesbury to Oxford service.
• At Chinnor it links up to the Chiltern Rail bus to Princes Risborough Rail 

  way Station.
• The Oxford Tube service, London to Oxford/London at Lewknor.

• The Red Rose 275 service from Oxford to High Wycombe thru Chinnor,  
  Aston Rowant and Kingston Blount that runs along the A.40 from High  
  Wycombe to Oxford also stopping at the Lambert Arms, Postcombe,   
  Tetsworth, Milton Common, Wheatley and Oxford.

The Parish Council has campaigned hard to get a bus service that travels along  
the B.4009 and as you can see the possibilities of  bus travel are now vastly improved.  
Obviously, these buses as is the case with all rural buses they have to be heavily sub-
sidised by Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire County Councils SO PLEASE USE IT 
OTHERWISE WE SHALL LOSE IT.

Contacts:   Arriva 0871 200 2233
                  National Express: 087 05 808080
                  Red Rose 01 296 399500
                  Oxford Tube 01 865 7722

Peter Gibbons
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NOTES FROM THE ALLOTMENT

		 “We	plough	the	fields,	and	scatter	the	good	seed	on	the	land;
		 but	it	is	fed	and	watered	by	God’s	almighty	hand;
		 He	sends	the	snow	in	winter;
		 The	warmth	to	swell	the	grain,
		 The	breezes	and	the	sunshine	and	soft	refreshing	rain.”

I well remember my Headmistress at Junior school teaching us this hymn, and that 
being reinforced by Mr Bingham my Choirmaster. It is undoubtedly the most popular 
Harvest-time hymn, and the German writer paints an idyllic view of  horticulture.
This year that view has certainly been challenged!

First, by The Beast from the East last February/March, which brought tempera-
tures of  -12 degrees, and now by seven weeks (and counting!) of  high temperatures 
and no rain.

All of  these trials create a difficult time for allotment gardeners.
The season raced away and we never dreamt of  weeks without rain. All was going 

well until mid/late June when we started to joke about needing a drop of  rain or 
two. Without rain, watering has become a chore and it has been difficult to maintain 
growth. This time of  year, you can usually count on some soft refreshing rain – that 
wonderful smell of  rain on a warm summer afternoon – and almost being able to 
stand watching the crops grow in the fields. 

 But seasons like this bring out the real gardeners – those who have prepared their 
plots with great diligence and incorporated lots of  moisture-retaining compost. 

Let’s hope the crops don’t suffer badly from the drought. It does look as though the 
weeds are done for! But I have no doubt that as soon as the rain comes they will shoot 
away again. 

The Royal Horticultural Society website has a really good piece entitled “Ten tips 
to help during the drought.”

I hope you have success during difficult times and that your crops bring reward and 
enormous pleasure.

Best wishes 
Dick Ewen

Trials and Tribulations
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Bonfires, “a fire for burning bones”, they might not be as gruesome now but they can 
still cause smoke and smell problems for others.

What is Wrong with A Bonfire
They can be a fire hazard, and can be a real health risk to sufferers of  asthma, 

bronchitis, people with heart problems, the very young or old, due to the dangerous 
particles contained in bonfire smoke. 

The Legal Position
Bonfires are not prohibited by any bylaws. Control of  domestic bonfires largely 

relies on the statutory nuisance regime under section 80 & 82 of  the Environmental 
Protection Act 1990.  This regime works by assessing the impact of  an activity across 
a property boundary, where it can be demonstrated that a situation has a material 
adverse impact on the “ordinary physical comfort of  human existence”.  I.e. you are 
regularly affected by smoke in your house, or are unable to use your garden because  
of  smoke.  

It	is	the	impact	that	is	assessed	rather	than	the	activity,	bonfire,	itself.
It is unlikely that occasional bonfires would constitute a Statutory Nuisance, unless 

the impact was particularly severe.
If  you are concerned about bonfire smoke coming from a neighbour’s garden often 

the best way to deal with the problem is to go straight to the source.  Consider talking 
to the person responsible for the bonfire smoke and point out the problem hopefully 
this will resolve it.  

If  a direct approach does not work you may wish to consider mediation.  You can 
obtain details of  the services in our area by calling Mediation UK on 01179046661, 
this maybe the answer.

If  the above informal action fails then you can take formal action. 
A complaint can be made to South Oxfordshire District Council’s Environmental 

department, 01491 823214, they have a duty to investigate whether the smoke impact 
constitutes a statutory nuisance.

If  they visit or witness the bonfire smoke and are satisfied that a statutory nuisance 
exists, they must take immediate action, if  it is intermittent they may ask you to keep a 
diary.  They may try to resolve the problem informally, if  this fails they must serve an 
abatement notice.  

If  a person on whom abatement notice has been served fails, without reasonable 
cause, to comply he or she will have committed an offence.  For offences relating to 
domestic premises, the magistrate’s court may impose a fine of  up to £5000 with a 
further fine of  up to £500 each day on which the offence continues after conviction.

In regard to commercial premises, the maximum fine is £20,000.
If  after all that the council considers those summary proceedings would not pro-

vide an adequate remedy it can seek an ASBO (Anti- Social Behaviour Order).
You can also take private action if  the Council will not by complaining to the mag-

istrate’s court under section 82 of  the Environmental Protection Act 1990. 

GARDEN BONFIRES
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The Waste Duty of  Care under section 34 of  the Environmental Protection Act 
1990 covers the disposal of  controlled waste i.e. builders or contractors waste.  The 
duty of  Care requires everyone who produces controlled waste as part of  their business 
to dispose of  it at registered waste facilities, or pass it to a person authorised to trans-
port the waste.  In other words builders, contractors, tree surgeons etc cannot have a 
bonfire on site.  

Whats the Alternative
Compost as much garden rubbish as possible.  A properly built compost heap will
 be able to deal with most garden waste.
You can obtain garden waste recycling wheely bins from South Oxfordshire Dis-

trict Council, 01491 823000, they are emptied every 2 weeks and cost £29 per year.
To dispose of  woody material, shredders and chippers are available to buy or hire.  
If  You Still Must Have a Fire
Think of  your neighbours before lighting a bonfire.
Do not light a bonfire within an hour of  dusk, as temperature inversion conditions 

will keep the smoke near the ground level.
Check that the conditions are not too windy.
Carry out the burning as quickly as possible.
Use dry material.
If  your neighbour’s are in their garden and you think they will be affected don’t 

have it.
If  your neighbour’s windows are open, call and tell them you are having a bonfire, 

so they can close them.  
Do not add any household waste and do not leave a bonfire unattended.
Be aware of  neighbour’s wishes and try not to cause offence.

The above is for guidance only, for more information and clarification call Envi-
ronmental Health on 01491 823214 or go to www.defra.gov.uk, where “ A Review of  
Bonfire Smoke Nuisance Controls” January 2006 by Netcen is available
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NOTICEBOARD
What’s going on in Kingston Blount, Aston Rowant & nearby

The accounting the this years Village Fayre is now finalised: the Village Street Fayre and 
Barn Dance raised a fantastic £3,739!

This money will be spread among the following local charities, listed below in no 
particular order:

Aston Rowant School
1st Radnage Scout Group
The Chinnor Silver Band
Chinnor Village Centre
St Andrews School
Chinnor Congregational Church
Chinnor Methodist Church
Kingston Blount Village  Hall
Donation to fund the grass mowing between Kingston Blount and Crowell
The Chinnor Community Pool
The Fayre itself  could not be put on without the great support of  the Fayre  

Committee. We would like to thank everyone for their hard work & support this  
year and for the lovely people who came out of  their houses to support and lend  
a hand. It was a great day. 

Tim Gent & Stephanie Johns

National Garden Scheme
On a not so warm 5th of  June, gardens in Kingston Blount opened to the public  
for charitable causes under the National Garden Scheme. We had 347 visitors, so  
a successful afternoon, with many wonderful comments about our very individual  
gardens, raising a total of  £1,462.  Jo Gent and her team organised the teas at 
Town Farm Cottage raising money for a charity in Ghana very close to her heart. 
It was great to see so many villagers having a look around, and I enjoyed speaking 
with many visitors from much further afield. We hope to make this a regular event.

Emma Rogers

Country Barn Dance
Chinnor Christian Aid are holding a Country Barn Dance in Chinnor Village Hall 
on the 22nd September, dancing to the popular Bodger’s Wood. Tickets are priced 
at £10 to include a hot supper. For further information or to reserve tickets contact 
Mavis Shortman on 01844 350014 or Lyn Watts on 01844 352888.

Kingston Blount Village Street Fayre & Barn Dance
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NOTICEBOARD

Advertising in the Parish Notes
The Parish Notes are an excellent and affordable way to advertise locally. They are 
published every two months and delivered to every household in the area. Please 
email Julian Knight if  you are interested in advertising: jknight652@aol.com

1/4 page – £10 for one issue or six issues for £40
1/2 page – £15 for one issue or six issues for £60

Full page – £30 for one issue or six issues for £120

Moving News – The Knights are going round the bend!
On 23rd August, Julian and Rona are moving from the Old Vicarage after 27 very 
happy years. But they are not going far, about 150 yards in fact, to Paddock House 
 in Church Lane. They hope their phone number and email will remain the same.

Coming to the Old Vic from Penn, are Paul and Amanda McDonald with their  
children Edward, 13 and Eva 11.

  

Letter from Robin Cottage, KB
Bad News for Kingston Blount. The new owner of  Hill Cottage, a private developer,  
has been given permission by SODC to build a large private house in the Meadow 
for his own use,  with access along the Right of  Way from the Kingston Stert Road 
to the former Shoulder of  Mutton. There are few details available as yet about when 
work will begin and how traffic will be managed. But it is regrettable to say the least  
that the children  from the Primary School and from  Lord  Bill’s who use that Right 
of  Way  will have to cope permanently  with increased traffic and for some time with  
heavy construction vehicles.

Dr Brian Hutton   

Ride and Stride
The usual Ride and Stride will be taking place across Oxfordshire on Saturday 

8th September, in aid of  the Historic Churches Trust and for the third year running 
your rep Julian Knight is going to be away in Scotland. Many apologies for this.

It is a great morning or day out for those who like to walk, cycle or ride round  
our lovely countryside visiting our varied and interesting churches. 

If  anyone would like to get sponsorship and take part, please contact me on 
01844 351315

Julian Knight
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The Foot Sanctuary
devoted to providing the best healthcare for your feet

“We support children’s inherent love of learning”  
     Maria Montessori

The nursery accepts children from the age of 2 to 5 years.
Introductory Montessori classes from 2 to 2 ½ years of age.

The nursery is part of Oxfordshire funding scheme 
for 2,3, and 4 year olds. 

Please contact the nursery for further information.

The Montessori Nursery School 
The Village Hall, Kingston Blount, OX39 4SWT

07846 254547 
themontessorinurseryschool.co.uk

MEAB Accredited & Ofsted inspected ‘Good’

Sue Yeowart HCPC 26216 reg. Podiatrist Chiropodist 
Reflexologist ~ Reiki Master ~ Intuitive Healer 

Medical Pedicure using  
 Neal’s Yard Products
Podiatry - Chiropody
Paraffin Wax Treatment
Cryosurgery
Reflexology
Reiki with crystals  

58 London Road
Milton Common

OX9 2JL
01844 278606
07941 035849
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LOCAL ADVERTISING – to advertise email jknight652@aol.com

The Royal British Legion is recreating its 1928 pilgrimage to World War One  
battlefields for thousands of  Legion members. Local members of  the Royal British  
Legion, Paul Ewens and Andrew Jarvis, will represent Chinnor at these comemmora-
tions in Belgium which takes place from 5 to 9th August.

These members of  the Chinnor & District Branch of  The Royal British Legion  
will join thousands on a pilgrimage of  Remembrance to a World War One battlefield 
that culminates in a parade and ceremony in Ypres as part of  the end of  the First 
World War centenary commemorations.  

GP90 will mark 90 years since the original Royal British Legion Pilgrimage in 
1928, which saw 11,000 World War One veterans and war widows visit the battlefields 
of  the Somme in France and Ypres in Belgium, a decade after the conflict ended. 

That Pilgrimage culminated in a march through Ypres to the Commonwealth 
War Grave Commission’s Menin Gate Memorial for a ceremony to commemorate 
the launch of  The Hundred Days Offensive and in remembrance of  those who never 
returned.   

Paul and Andrew will tour some of  the same battlefields and cemeteries visited by 
those on the 1928 Pilgrimage, before marching along the original route through Ypres, 
to the Menin Gate on the 8th August, bearing their branch standard and a wreath.

They will join more than 2,200 other Legion representatives and dignitaries, in-
cluding Civic and military guests from the UK, Commonwealth and Northern Europe 
who are taking part. Once at the Menin Gate, Andrew will lay a wreath on behalf  of  
the Chinnor area community.

As local champions of  Remembrance, the Chinnor & District Branch of  The 
Royal British Legion is looking to work in partnership with their community to bring 
their unique Remembrance message to the Menin Gate, on their wreath, where it will 
be displayed in a wreath installation for viewing by the general public until the end of  
August.

The parade will start at midday and we encourage the public to make the trip 
across to Ypres for the 8th August and fill the Market Square to watch the parade, 
One Hundred Days ceremony and then enjoy an afternoon of  musical entertainment 
including The Central Band of  the Royal British Legion.  

If  you want to find out more about GP90 or your local Royal British Legion 
branch, then please visit www.britishlegion.org.uk or contact the Royal British Legion 
County office on 0333 011 4489.

GRAND PILGRIMAGE OF REMEMBRANCE
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George Stevens 
Garden Grounds Maintenance 

A local, reliable, friendly service based in Kingston Blount

Supplying quality hardwood logs
 Hedge cutting

Specialist in all types of fencing: 
domestic, agricultural and eqine

 

Call George today for a free quote or more information
07867 553735  ghsgardenservices@gmail.com

LOCAL ADVERTISING – email jknight652@aol.com



25

BEAT THE HEAT
The heatwave looks set to last. Here are a few tips from Public Health England:

• Stay out of  the sun during the hottest time of  the day (11am to 3pm).
• Drink plenty of  cool fluids, even if  you aren’t thirsty.
• Avoid alcohol and caffeine as these will dehydrate you.
• Make sure children are wearing sunscreen, a hat and a t-shirt. 
• Remember cars can be like ovens! Don’t leave very young babies, children  

  or the elderly alone in a parked car and don’t leave pets in your car, even for a  
  few minutes.

• Babies and young children can overheat very quickly in hot weather,  
  especially in car seats. Travel early in the day to avoid the heat.

• If  you have elderly relatives or neighbours check on them and make sure  
  they are okay.

• You may want to seek medical help if  the following symptoms get worse or  
  don’t go away: breathlessness, chest pain, confusion, weakness, dizziness or  
  cramps.

Taken from www.oxfordshire.gov.uk
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Stylish natural arrangements 

Parties, Weddings, Funerals, 
Flowers by Post, 
Buckets of DIY flowers

All flowers locally grown at our 
nursery in Cuxham, Watlington. 
without pesticides or chemicals. 

Flowers delivered within half an 
hour of Watlington to your door.
 
Contact Juliet on 07958119485   

AIRS HOUSE
FOR 

QUALITY CARPETS
TILES, VINYLS & WOOD FLOORING

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
INSURANCE ESTIMATES
ADAPTION & REPAIRS

 
Contact Airs House Carpets today for a professional 

supply and fitting service. 
 

01844 342 546
sales@airshouse.co.uk 

www.airshouseflooring.co.uk

LOCAL ADVERTISING – email jknight652@aol.com



27



28

Our School Council is feeling very proud of  itself ! Under the responsible leadership 
of  Rune and Tom and class representatives, we have had a very successful year. We 
have managed to raise a fantastic £686 for Children’s Air Ambulance. We were VERY 
QUIET one day for a sponsored silence, coloured pictures, came to school in our  
pyjamas for mufti and bought pens and pencils to get to this total. 

A parcel was sent from school to our friend Emran in The Gambia, containing 
pens, pencils, games and notebooks for him to share with his classmates. That gift will 
hopefully be arriving with him soon. On Gambia Day, mufti was in the colours of  the 
Gambian flag. We looked at pictures to find out more about the country and had a 
very successful Toy, Books and Games sale. We have now raised enough to pay for his 
education for another year.

Aston Rowant’s Got Talent is the last event in this School Council’s calendar this 
year. A fun event for the school audience. In September we will start a new Council 
and decide with our classes the charity for next year.  

Dee Turton

ASTON ROWANT SCHOOL SUMMER REPORT
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ASTON ROWANT SCHOOL NEWS

We	are	delighted	to	celebrate	two	pieces	of 	great	news!
Aston Rowant C of  E Primary School has been awarded a Silver Primary Science 

Quality Mark!
In May, Primary Science Quality Awards were awarded to only 180 infant, junior, 

primary, middle and special schools nationally to celebrate a commitment to excellence 
in science teaching and learning. We are one of  those 180 schools to have been awarded 
this prestigious award! So far, since its national launch in 2010, only 2800 schools across 
the UK have achieved the award.  

The Primary School Quality Mark scheme has enabled us to work together with 
other schools and STEM organisations to share good practice. It is supported by  
professional development and led by local experts. This process has empowered teacher 
autonomy and innovation at Aston Rowant School while at the same time offered a 
clear framework for development in science subject leadership, teaching and learning. 

Jane Turner, PSQM National Director said: “Gaining a Primary Science Quality 
Award is a significant achievement for a school.  The profile and quality of  science 
teaching and learning in each awarded school is very high. Children are engaging with 
great science both in and outside the classroom, developing positive attitudes towards 
science as well as secure science understanding and skills. Science subject leaders,  
their colleagues, head teachers, children, parents and governors should be very proud.”

Primary Science Quality Mark (PSQM) is the only national award scheme to  
develop and celebrate the quality of  science teaching and learning in primary schools. 
Aston Rowant School has achieved a PSQM award through a year-long process of  
initial audit, followed by action and reflection. Please look on our website for photos  
of  our journey.

‘I am delighted to have been awarded the Silver category PSQM for Aston Rowant 
School. We all feel very proud of  our achievements and efforts in school in celebrating 
our science teaching and learning. I would like to thank everyone involved with us on 
this journey, especially to Mrs McCleary who as our science subject manager has led 
us through this process with such enthusiasm. Our wonderful children have learnt so 
much and engaged with so many investigations and outdoor learning it has been a truly 
wonderful experience.’  

We are also extremely proud to announce our fantastic SATs results this year! 
These are the best results we have seen at Aston Rowant!  Well done to all the  

children and staff who have worked incredibly hard again this year.

 Reading was 100%
 Maths 88%
 Writing 100%
 SPAG 100%

Mrs Roberts, Headteacher
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LOCAL ADVERTISING – email jknight652@aol.com

ARBOCARE 
TREE SURGERY LTD

Qualified	and	Experienced	Arborists
Established	over	25years	

Contractors	to	the	National	Trust

Crown reductions / Thinning / Felling
Hedge Trimming
Stump Grinding 

Decay Detection/Reports

Free	Phone:	0808	1555815
Mobile:	07778811136

WWW.ARBOCARE.CO.UK
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MICK HOBDELL 
Plumbing & Heating Engineer

Oil Boiler/Aga Services and Repairs

Power flushing (to remove build-up in central heating
systems, increasing efficiency)

General Plumbing

Phone 07554 426113 or 01844 281521
Tetsworth  Nr Thame

THE SWAN 

AT TETSWORTH

High Street 
Tetsworth,

Oxon OX9 7AB
Restaurant: 

01844 281182

Antique Centre 
open every day 

10am to 6pm
01844 281777

The Swan at Tetsworth Restaurant has 
now re-opened so please pay us a visit and  

sample our new menu!  

Antoine
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Professional Arborist

All aspects of tree work undertaken including fencing.
All work done to British standard 3998.
Fully qualified £5 million public liability.

NPTC certified National certificate in Arboriculture 
and National diploma training.

Based in Kingston Blount.
Your job is our future so we take pride in our work.  

For a free quote call Michael Hawkins today. 

michael@michaelstreeservices.co.uk      
www.michaelstreeservices.co.uk      Tel: 07765 123412

Michael’s Tree Services

Generations
FAMILY 

HAIRDRESSING

4A THAME ROAD
CHINNOR

TEL: 01844 352033

FAMILY HAIR SALON

Jones Garden Care

Get your garden ready 
for Spring...

Call Curtis – 
07890 587872
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LOCAL ADVERTISING – email jknight652@aol.com
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Sydenham Coffee Morning 
Thursday 9 August 10.00am – 12noon, 
at Sydenham Old School Room. All welcome

Summer Party for Babies & Toddlers (Starboddlers)
18 August, 3.30pm, The Rectory Garden 
All welcome but please RSVP maggie53thorne@gmail.com

Rectory Farm 
Rectory Farm has 45 acres of  fields full of  fruit and vegetables to pick yourself  as well 
as a play area with a bouncy castle and bouncy slide. It is located just off the Oxford 
ring road. www.rectoryfarmpyo.co.uk 

Green Dragon Eco Farm
is a sustainably run venue located in beautiful open countryside with plenty of  space 
to explore. Come see rare breed farm animals and visit the Animal Barn and Pets’ 
Corner. As well as the farm trail, there’s a nature trail that runs around the outskirts  
of  the farm, an outdoor play area and two barns, including soft play. The Eco Centre 
restaurant is supplied by the farm and local producers.  
Located in Hogshaw, MK18 3LA.
www.greendragonecofarm.co.uk

OUTDOOR LIDOS NEARBY
  

Hinksey Outdoor Pool
Hinksey Park, Oxford OX1 4RP 
01865 467079
www.fusion-lifestyle.com/centres/hinksey-outdoor-pool 

Abbey Meadows 
Abbey Close, Abingdon, OX14 3JD 
 01235 529321 
www.abingdonoutdoorpool.org.uk

Wycombe Rye Lido
The Rye, Bassetbury Lane, High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, HP11 1QX
01494 769472
www.fusion-lifestyle.com/centres/wycombe-rye-lido

SUMMER PLAYGROUPS & ACTIVITIES 
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COMPLETE TREE SERVICES 
Complete Tree Services was founded in 1983 to 

provide a professional Arboricultural Advisory and 
contracting service, we operate in Oxfordshire and 

the surrounding areas.

The company is fully accredited under the 
Arboricultural Association Approved Contractor 
Scheme.  We are able to deal effectively with any 

tree related issues.

All operatives employed are fully trained and 
carry all necessary certification.  We have full 
public liability insurance of ten million pounds 

and operate a 24 hour emergency call out service.

Please contact our office on 01844 351488

email: arbor@globalnet.co.uk
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01844 220035  www.llynilly.com 

55 North Street, Thame OX9 3BH  info@tillynilly.com 

Shop Mon-Fri 10-5 Sat 10-4   Showroom & Studio Mon-Fri 9-4 

 

Other times by appointment 

Bespoke  Soft Furnishings, Curtain & Blinds          
hand finished, made to measure service includes free 
measuring, quotation and assistance with choosing 
appropriate products 

Accessories and services - Curtain poles and tracks, 
wallpaper, upholstery and installation 

Interior Design assistance - tailored to your needs 
from plan to completed design or help with finishing off 
your look. 

Shopping - Our street level shop offers soft furnishing, 
lighting and decorative pieces 

Reflexology & Aromatherapy 
Treatments in Chinnor

Sharon Findlow 
ITEC Dip MAR MCThA CNHC

20 years experience

 Treatments may aid: back pain, migraine, 
sleep disorders, fatigue, muscle aches, de-

pression and hormonal imbalances.

Enquiries welcome
07917 817923

sharon.findlow2015@gmail.com
20% OFF FIRST TREATMENT

To Advertise in the Parish 
Notes please email 

Julian Knight 
jknight652@aol.com

1/4 page  
£10 for 1 issue or 6 issues for £40

1/2 page 
£15 for 1 issue or 6 issues for £60

Full page 
£30 for 1 issue or 6 issues for £120
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At Surman & Horwood Funeral Services & Monumental Masons  
we offer comprehensive funeral services from a family run business  

with years of experience.  

Chapel of Rest, The Green, Crowell 
01844 351323 (24 hours)

Surman & Horwood
Funeral Services
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STOCKER & CO.
SOLICITORS

We give very competitive rates for conveyancing  
and a fast efficient service. 
We also specialise in:

· Wills & Probate
· Commercial transaction
· Divorce and matrimonial matters
· We operate a Home Wills Service

So, pay us a visit for all your legal matters

01844 216995
10A BUTTERMARKET,  THAME, OX9 3EW



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
AUGUST

9  Sydenham Coffee Morning (p.35)
12 Tower Tours & Cream Teas, 2–4.30pm, Aston Rowant Church (p.27) 
14 Neighbourhood Plan Meeting, KBVH (p.15) 
18 Summer Party for Babies & Toddlers, 3.30pm, The Rectory Garden (p.35)
27 Late Summer Sausage Sizzle, The Rectory Garden 3.00pm, 
 All welcome but please RSVP maggie53thorne@gmail.com

   SEPTEMBER

8 Syd-Fest at The Crown Inn, Sydenham  (p.8)
11  Neighbourhood Plan Meeting, KBVH (p.15)
12 ARPC Meeting, KBVH  (p.12)
15 Copy due in for October/November Parish Notes
22 Chinnor Christian Aid Country Barn Dance (p.20)

REGULAR DATES
MONDAYS
Kindergym morning Thame
Zumba 6.30pm KB Village Hall

TUESDAYS
Kindergym morning Chinnor
Chair-Based Exercise for seniors 
10.30–11.30, Chinnor VH
Bell Ringing 7.30pm Aston Rowant

WEDNESDAYS
Kettlebell Abs 6.00pm KB Village Hall
Yoga 7.00pm KB Village Hall

THURSDAYS
Smurf-fit 9.30am, Watlington 
StarBoddlers 11.00am St. Andrew’s  

 Church
Full Circle, Aston Rowant School  

 12-1pm (term-time)

FRIDAYS
Tiddlypeeps 9.30am Chinnor
Senior Circuits 10.00am Watlington

SATURDAYS 
(1st & 3rd of  month)
Soul Space 5.30pm Crowell Church

SUNDAYS (1st of  month)
Aston Rowant Church Family
Friendly service 10.00am

Copy for the October/November issue is due on 15th September
please send by email to sarahparishnotes@gmail.com


