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Charges for Hire – Effective 1st January 2019
For Residents of the Parish of Aston Rowant
Monday–Sunday & Bank Holidays
Main Hall (8am–midnight)
14.00 per hour
Committee Room only 		
£8.50 per hour
Children’s Parties (daytime)
£40.00 (3-4 hours)
For Non-Residents of the Parish of Aston Rowant
Monday–Sunday & Bank Holidays
Main Hall (8am–midnight)
£15.00 per hour
Committee Room only 		
£9.50 per hour
Children’s Parties (daytime)
£50.00 (3-4 hours)
All weekend hire – Fri mid-day to Sun mid-day
Resident £500; Non Resident £620
All day hire – 8am to midnight
Resident £210; Non Resident £225
All evening hire – 5pm to midnight
Resident £85; Non Resident £90
Bar Licence (if required) will incur an additional charge of £20
To make a booking, email bookings@kbvh.org, phone 07391 139707
or visit our website www.kbvh.org where you will also find a full
description of the facilities we can offer plus details of activities
currently taking place in the hall.
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KINGSTON BLOUNT VILLAGE HALL DIARY
Zumba

Flowers 4 All

Kettlebell Abs

NEW! Gentle Chair Based Exercises

every Monday 6.30pm
07834 994699

every Wednesday 6.00pm
07801 553019

third Thursday of every month
7748408442

every alternate Friday from 10.30am
with Rachel & Wendy Hawkins
07552 185499

Yoga with Rachel Hawkins
every Wednesday 7.00pm
07552 185499

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS
CAB Local office www.adviceguide.org.uk 				
01844 214827
Chinnor Village Centre 						01844 353733
Church Tower, Aston Rowant: R Newton 				
01844 352926
Dial-a-ride (for people with mobility problems) 			
01869 327048
Highways Pothole Hotline 					
0845 3101111
Highways Street Light Hotline 					
0800 317802
Library-Chinnor 							01844 351721
Oxon County Council www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 			
01865 792422
Police-Thame (Thames Valley) 					
101 or 999
Poor’s Hillock Allotments: Rupert Wolstenholme			
07866 302697
		
Rupert.wolstenholme@btinternet.com
Porch: S Thompson 						01844 351334
Porch: J Rooksby 							01844 352320
Post office-Chinnor 						
01844 351214
Schools:
Aston Rowant C of E School 					
01844 351671
Icknield Community College Watlington 				
01491 612691
Lord Williams School Thame 					
01844 210510
Mill Lane School Chinnor 					
01844 352106
St Andrew’s C of E, Chinnor 					
01844 351353
SODC Main Customer Services 					
01235 422422
SODC Refuse/Recycling 						03000 610610
SODC Planning 							01235 422600
Reporting Fly-tipping 						03000 610610
SODC Environmental Department 				
01235 422403
Village Hall Hire/Bookings: Andrea Tinson 				
07391 139707
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LOCAL CHURCH CONTACTS
Rector to the United Parish

To be appointed
The Rectory, Chinnor OX39 4DH
01844 354626

Assistant Curate

The Rev’d Dr. Jacky Barr, please contact via Church office

Parish Administrator

Tricia Prescott csarc@btinternet.com
Chinnor Church Office, OX39 4PG 01844 352472

Associate Clergy:
Aston Rowant

The Rev’d Des Foote 01844 355945
The Rev’d Dr. Brian Griffiths 01844 355953

Crowell

The Rev’d Maggie Thorne 01844 354626

Churchwardens

Aston Rowant: Richard Boarder 07795 681263, Jeremy Wilcock 01844 761119
Crowell: Maggie & Andy Warman 01844 351909

PCC Treasurer

Michael DeVal12 Oakley Road, Chinnor OX39 4HB 07807 967452

For arrangements for Baptism, Confirmation and Marriage please contact the Parish
Administrator (see above).
Methodist Services – Station Road, Chinnor

LOCAL CHURCH SERVICES
Aston Rowant Church Services

First Sunday of every month – 10am Family Service
2nd, 3rd,4th Sundays 10am – Holy Communion
3rd Sunday – Service of the Word with hymns and sermon
Fifth Sundays see notice board in Church porch or village notice board
1st Tuesday of every month 8am – Morning Prayers

Crowell Church Services

1st Sunday of the month 6pm – Evensong
2nd Sunday of the month 10am – Eucharist
3rd Saturday of the month – Soul Space at 5.30pm
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PASTORAL LETTER
Dear Friends
Save the date…. 16th June... because you are all invited to the party!
Jesus enjoyed a party and so do we!
This is the party to celebrate that three members of our church family are getting
confirmed. The service will take place in the evening of Sunday 16th at 6pm, and we
will celebrate with the ever-legendary St Andrew’s refreshments after the service.
An important aspect of the confirmation process is that confirmed Christians are
able to receive the bread and wine in a Holy Communion service. What is as equally
important is that this is the moment in their faith journey, when they take full
responsibility for the promises that were made for them at baptism, promises that
were made when they were babies. The clue is in the name really! Through the ritual
of confirmation, faith and commitment to Christ is confirmed.
There will be no other services in the parish that evening, so do please come along
and support our candidates. It is only a bishop who can confirm someone in their faith
and so the lovely Bishop Colin will be leading the service for us.
We also have another task for him to perform that day and this is something
that affects the wider community, not just the church family. Bishop Colin will be
blessing the strewing area in the churchyard at St Andrew’s. ‘What is a strewing area?’
I hear you ask, and that is a very good question. After the cremation of a loved one, it
is possible to have their ashes laid to rest in the churchyard with a simple, but loving,
service of prayer. Their ashes can be buried in an urn or a wooden casket, or they can
be strewn. This means the ashes are put directly into the ground, without a container,
with the same service of prayer.
There is an area of the churchyard marked out in a grid of 200 1 metre by 1metre
squares: this is the strewing area. As a memorial to those laid to rest in the strewing
area, there will be a Book of Remembrance for their details to be recorded. In these
times of increased environmental awareness this is an option that has the least impact
on the ecosystem.
It is sad, but inevitable, that eventually the churchyards of our four churches will
become full. We are already in the position of not being able to reserve burial plots.
So, we are offering strewing as an option because we are aware of how important it is
to have your loved ones laid rest at the parish church. As the Church in our villages, we
have a duty and a responsibility to lay to rest all those who live in our parish – and, by
the way, this duty is regardless of church attendance! That is not a consideration at all.
This letter probably seems an odd mix of joy and celebration for the confirmation
and a reality check about our final resting places. But actually that is life isn’t it? We
have to celebrate where we can and do our best in the difficult times.
If you would like to talk further either about confirmation or the church yard situation then please do contact me on 07769 825 305 or email barrjacqueline@aol.com.
With Love and Light

Jacky, Curate to the United Parish
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PARISH COUNCIL & LOCAL CONTACTS
Parish Website

www.astonrowant.org.uk

Parish Clerk

Tracy Lambourne
clerk@astonrowant.org.uk
01844 353989
07971039612

Parish Councillors:

Chairman Peter Tinson Kingston Blount 		
Councillor Matthew Day Kingston Blount 		
Councillor Steven Sowerby Kingston Blount 		
Councillor Trelawney Hill Aston Rowant 		
Councillor Adam Bernstein Aston Rowant
Councillor Matthew Priestley Kingston Blount
Councillor John Wyatt Aston Rowant

District Councillors:
Lynn Lloyd 		
Ian White 		

County Councillor
Jeannette Matelot

MP

John Howell 		

01844 354313
01844 352085

01844 352817
01844 351300
01844 351392
01844 353051
07754 915216
07976 373512
07710 232349

lynn.lloyd@southoxon.gov.uk
ian.white@southoxon.gov.uk

jeannette.matelot@oxfordshire.gov.uk
01491 612852

howelljm@parliament.uk

Police Community Support Office
tel: 101		

ThameHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Village Hall Hire/Bookings
Andrea Tinson

Play Area

Tracy Lambourne

07391 139707

bookings@kbvh.org

01844 353989

clerk@astonrowant.org.uk

Aston Rowant Cricket Club Chairman
Simon Tremlin

07780 672552
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ASTON ROWANT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
The Annual Parish meeting was held in April and provided an opportunity to reflect
on the past year. In addition to highlighting Council activities over the year, the meeting
also heard reports from the groups active within our community; a number of those
reports are reproduced in this edition of the Parish Notes. It is encouraging that there
continues to be a body of volunteers that support our community.
The meeting was the last of the current year. I should like to take the opportunity
to thank both the current council of Peter Hetherington, Steven Sowerby, Lawney
Hill, Matt Day and Adam Bernstein, and also Lynn French and Marcus Wodzinski
who served during the course of 2018-19. The meeting was also the last of the current
Council term and as such it is appropriate to thank Peter Gibbons and Andy Green,
who served on the Council in the first part of the term, and to remember Gordon
Crossley. The sterling work of the Clerks over this term, Stephanie Johns and Tracy
Lambourne, should also be recognised.
There is one councillor that deserves special mention and thanks. Peter Hetherington has served on the Council for over thirty years – the April meeting was his last and
his knowledge and expertise will be greatly missed. I am particularly grateful for the
support Peter has given me as Chair for the last three years. I am though pleased that
his expertise will not be totally lost to the community; Peter has agreed to continue as
Chair of the Footpaths and Amenities Group for the coming year.
May sees the first meeting of the new Council. There was no election required
as the number of nominees matched the number of vacancies so I look forward to
welcoming Matthew Priestley and John Wyatt to the Council. I wrote in the December
edition of the Parish Notes that I hoped the community would start to regain a sense
of unity following a troubled and divisive year. As we enter a new term for the Parish
Council, I sense that there is greater unanimity and greater engagement within the
community. I hope that this trend continues and that the community works together as
one for the benefit of all.

Peter Tinson

Chairman – Aston Rowant Parish Council

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Hillwerke Recreational Trust needs a couple of more committee members to
support the group’s activities. The Village Hall in Kingston Blount is one of our
community’s assets – many parishioners book the hall for private functions and the
Hall also hosts a number of classes and the Montessori School. The Trust administers
the bookings and arrangements for the Hall and organises occasional events for
parishioners. Committee membership is not particularly onerous – we meet once a
quarter and members are occasionally required to check on the Hall between bookings.
Anyone interested in joining the Committee should contact Andrea Tinson on
01844 352817.
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ASTON ROWANT PARISH COUNCIL NOTES
Parish Council meetings were held on Wednesday 10th of April and Wednesday 15th
of May where the applications detailed below were discussed. At the time of writing,
the next meeting of the Council will be held on Wednesday 12th of June in Aston
Rowant Church.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
P19/S0107/FUL:- Demolition of part of the existing dwelling and the erection of a
detached dwelling with parking and access, together with alterations to the existing
access at Windrush, Chinnor Road, Aston Rowant. FULLY SUPPORT.
P19/S0817/LDE:- Certificate of Lawful Development for use of land as B2 (General
Industrial) at Wayside, Stert Road, Kingston Stert. OBJECT.
P19/S0876/HH:- Single storey extension at Aston House, Butts Way, Aston Rowant.
FULLY SUPPORT.
P19/S1119/HH:- 2-storey front extension, plus changes to roof, cladding, windows
and new electric gates at The Applegarth, Chinnor Road, Aston Rowant. FULLY
SUPPORT.
P19/S0860/HH:- Construction of canopy porch at Meadow Wood, Pleck La,
Kingston Blount. FULLY SUPPORT.
P19/S1339/LB:- Take Well in back garden to ground level and cap with toughened
glass to make safe at Ferndale House, High Street, Kingston Blount. Still being
considered by councillors.
WITHDRAWN APPLICATIONS:
P18/S3538/O:- Construction of detached chalet-style dwelling, incorporating access,
layout, scale, appearance and landscaping at Town Farm Cottage, Brook Street,
Kingston Blount. WITHDRAWN BY APPLICANTS.

PLANNING DECISIONS OF SODC:
P19/S0052/HH: - for Single and 2-storey extensions at Warren Farm, Aston Hill.
GRANTED.
P19/S0089/HH: - for Garden office and workshop at Chestles Barn, The Green,
Aston Rowant. GRANTED.
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P18/S4010/LB:- for alterations to attached outbuilding for Grade II listed building at
20 Church Lane, Aston Rowant. GRANTED.
P18/S4243/FUL:- for Variation of condition 2 on P17/S4288/FUL to incorporate
design changes at Hill Cottage, Kingston Blount. GRANTED.
P19/S0107/FUL:- Demolition of part of the existing dwelling and the erection of a
detached dwelling with parking and access, together with alterations to the existing
access at Windrush, Chinnor Road, Aston Rowant.
GRANTED.
PLANNING DECISIONS MADE SINCE THE LAST MEETING:
None.
NOTICE OF PLANNING APPEAL:
P18/S3813/FUL:- Land to the rear of Orchard House, High Street,
Kingston Blount. Planning Inspectorate appeal lodged on 1/May, reference –
APP/Q3115/W/19/3227190.
Written representations only to: https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk or by post
to Nicholas Hamilton, The Planning Inspectorate, Room 3G, Temple Quay House, 2
The Square, Bristol, BS1 6PN.
All comments must be received by 5 June.
If you originally commented on the SODC planning portal, these comments may not
be taken into account by the Planning Inspectorate and you will still need to comment
again as above.
Please note that all Planning Applications for the Parish can be found on the Parish
Council Website: http://www.astonrowant.org.uk/Planning
All past minutes of Aston Rowant Parish Council (Including the Annual Parish
Meeting) can be found under: http://www.astonrowant.org.uk/meetings.html
Occasional updates concerning the Parish are added to the Parish Council’s
website and Facebook pages as well as the Kingston Blount/Aston Rowant (KBAR)
Facebook page.

Tracy Lambourne,

Clerk to Aston Rowant Parish Council
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Tower Tours and Cream Teas.
Aston Rowant Church.
Sunday 14th July 2019, 2pm to 4pm

Tours of the Tower
(sensible shoes, children over 8 years)
Demonstration of bell ringing
Tours of the Church
Cream Teas
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LETTER FROM JOHN HOWELL MP
In recent weeks we have seen concern about climate change growing to unprecedented levels with it moving firmly into our national consciousness. It is an issue that I too
take very seriously and am among those pleased that in Parliament we have declared a
climate emergency – which now needs to be followed with action.
Last year, after the special report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change was published, the Government asked the UK Committee on Climate
Change for advice on setting a ‘net-zero’ emissions target. This committee published
their findings on 2nd May and the Minister is now looking at this evidence-based
advice to determine just what actions we need to take. I look forward to some practical
proposals with targets to which we can commit. Although historically in the UK we
had indeed contributed to the problems our more recent track record of action on this
is good and thus I am confident that we can rise to the challenge.
Whilst we cannot, and must not, be complacent, there is some good news. The
UK passed the world’s first Climate Change Act over a decade ago with cross-party
support. This gave us both a framework to set statutory carbon budgets and set up the
independent Committee on Climate Change. Since 2000, independent analysis shows
that no other major industrialised country has done more than the UK to cut CO2
intensity (the measure of carbon for each pound of GDP). Overall the UK has cut
emissions by more than 40% while growing the economy by more than two thirds, the
best performance on a per person basis than any other G7 nation. We are on track to
meet the 2050 target to reduce emissions of all greenhouse gases by 80 per cent - but
now we may need to move the goalposts and set more ambitious targets.
Taking just one example, renewable electricity generation has quadrupled since
2010 and clean electricity now gives us over 50 per cent of our total. At the beginning
of this month we had the news from the National Grid Electricity System Operator
that we had reached a major milestone of 1000 hours without using coal to power our
homes. I understand that this equates to a whole week, and is the first such week since
the 1880s.
I am aware that there are differing views on the merits or otherwise of different
measures, and rightly we should continue our research. But above all I would encourage positive action. We must all ask what we can do as our contribution to resolving
this problem. I am pleased to see some of our local councils making their own Climate
Emergency declarations and committing to work towards zero emissions in their operations. I am also pleased to see community groups getting together to see what each
of us can do in our everyday lives and would be delighted to hear from the different
groups about what you are doing. Often small changes replicated across the country
can make a big difference. I was recently delighted to be introduced to ‘Young Climate
Warriors’ an initiative of a Henley mum which encourages young people to take part
in collective action to help tackle climate change through a weekly shared challenge.
However, climate change is too broad a challenge for us to tackle alone. It is a
global problem which needs global commitment to the solution and this is why
international conferences on this are so important. We played an influential role in
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delivering the historic Paris Agreement in 2015 and only last year we helped create
the first “rulebook” to bring the Paris Agreement to life at the latest round of UN
talks in Poland. We also need to help developing countries where action is needed. In
Paris it was collectively agreed to include $100 billion of support for poorer nations to
mitigate, and adapt to, the impact of climate change. For the UK this amounts to £5.8
billion in international climate finance from 2016 to 2020. The UK has also offered to
host the 2020 UN climate change conference (COP26).
I welcome learning more about what our communities are doing on this. You
can email me at howelljm@parliament.uk or write to me at the House of Commons
(House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA) or my constituency office (PO Box 84,
Watlington, OX49 5XD).
If you would like to be on the circulation list for my e-newsletters and briefings
please email me at john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com. For more information about my work both in Westminster and in the constituency please do visit my
website which is regularly updated. The address is www.johnhowellmp.com. You can
also follow me on twitter @johnhowellmp or on Facebook www.facebook.com/john.
howellmp

John Howell MP
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Oxfordshire Grown,
seasonal garden flowers
Flowers all grown on our 20 year established
plant nursery. Cottage garden favourites along
with many more unusual flowers and shrubs
from the meadow. Our style is loose, organic
and textured with lots of scent.
We supply bouquets of flowers which can be
delivered within the Oxfordshire area or by
post further afield, buckets of cut flowers for
you to arrange yourself without making a
dent in your own flower bed.
We also provide a full wedding service,
flowers for parties and funerals.
Babylon Flowers, Chestnut Farm, Cuxham,
Watlington, Oxfordshire, OX49 5ND
Tel: 07958119485
email juliet@babylonflowers.co.uk
www.babylonflowers.co.uk
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ARPC FOOTPATH AND AMENITIES GROUP
Annual Report 2018-201
Parish Councillors: Peter Hetherington (Chairman) & Steven Sowerby; Co-opted
Members: Di Eaton, Peter Gibbons, Jan Gooders, Tony Hughes, & Pat Isherwood;
Advisor: Mike Eaton; Secretary: Tracy Lambourne (Parish Clerk).
The group met three times during the year.
Walks
We organised three Parish Walks during the year which attracted 54 walkers, of which
18 were from the Parish or Chinnor. These events were joint ventures with Thame and
Wheatley Ramblers, Chiltern Society and the Chiltern Conservation Board’s Walking
Festival. Once again the New Year walk attracted most people, 27 this year.
Improving the Parish Environment
Fiveways, Church Lane, Aston Rowant. Thanks are passed to Mike Eaton who
continues to do sterling work on this natural area. Please see his regular updates in the
Parish Notes.
The Parish Council have funded and installed an information board on the site.
The sketches of flowers and a traditional Chiltern thatched cottage shown on the
board were drawn by Tony Hughes and the history prepared by Di and Mike Eaton.
The seat that was donated two years ago continues to get regular use.
More dead and weak trees and shrubs have been cleared to let in more light and
stimulate more wild flower growth. We need more regular helpers on site so please
contact Mike if you can give some time (01844 351 238).
Working with Aston Rowant Church
Once again the Snowdrop, Duck Races & Cream Tea Sunday was very popular, with
over 200 participating in the duck races. This was the third time the Parish Council
had worked jointly with The Church. The event was promoted strongly, with publicity
in the Chiltern View magazine and on Radio Oxford. It will be repeated next year so
please put Sunday 16 February in your 2020 diary!
Tree Planting
ARPC paid for six Rowan Trees to be planted along Stert Road and the Lower
Icknield Way in Kingston Blount. We thank Jamie Clark for his permission to plant.
All were very healthy specimens.
Improving the Path Network
A New Permissive Footpath
Alan and Lawney Hill have kindly offered a 12 foot strip of land to the Parish Council
under a 30 year Deed of Licence. The deed has been now been signed, for a permissive all-weather path from Kingston Blount to Crowell. The path will go from the
Old Telephone Exchange to Pound Lane. When complete, walkers will be able to get
17

between the villages without walking all the way down the dangerous B4009. A grant
has been secured from the Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment TOE2, with other
funding from ARPC.
Work started early in April on the footpath surface which has now been prepared
and levelled, seeded and rolled. When the grass is established an HDPE mesh will be
laid through which the grass will continue to grow.
The path has been fenced off from the field and will not be opened to the public
until the path surface is properly finished. This could be in late Autumn 2019 or early
Spring 2020. In the meantime please keep off the new path area and off the field and
continue to walk on the headland of the B4009 which the Council will keep strimmed
to make it easier to get along.
Chiltern Society Volunteers will lay the mesh and install the pinch points at either
end of the new path. It will not be suitable for horses whose hooves would damage the
surface.
Stiles Replaced by Gates
All the stiles have now been replaced by gates on all the direct footpaths from Aston
Rowant and Kingston Blount to Kingston Stert and Sydenham. This is thanks to
OCC and in particular to Chiltern Society South Oxfordshire Volunteers encouraged
by ARPC and supported by land owners and farmers. Again grants from the Trust for
Oxfordshire Environment, supported by funding from Grundon enabled this to project
to go ahead.
Church Lane, Aston Rowant
ARPC paid for improvements to the surface of the bridleway. Many of the pot holes
were filled last Autumn. Further improvements will be needed this coming
summer.
Moors Footpath
Further improvements are needed to the surface under the trees on the section across
Aston House Stud land to reduce the mud that develops during wet weather. Your
Council hope to undertake this during the summer.
Village Flower Tubs at Entrances to the Villages
Once again thank you to Simon Coulon who continues to maintain, plant and water
all the Parish Tubs. It was unfortunate that two of the tubs , with the plants in full
bloom, were stolen last summer. Simon has plans for more substantial constructions to
replace them later this year.
Parish Spring Clean Litter Pick
We had 13 helpers this year. This resulted in 45 bags of roadside litter being collected.
A big thank you to everyone who took part. But what a state of affairs!

Peter Hetherington,

April 2019
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NEWS FROM FIVEWAYS
The wild garlic and greater stitchwort I promised you are now out, and the stitchwort is doing very well indeed. It takes a really long time for wild flowers to get well
established; the wood anemones were much better this year. The drift of them in
Nethercote Lane, Lewknor has taken decades to get that size. The English bluebells
are in flower but they still look a bit weak, but again it is a question of patience. There
are also some Bee Orchids , if you know where to find them – they are the Buckinghamshire county flower. I had loads in my front lawn this year – they are very keen on
mossy areas! They look like tulips coming through in the early stages – albeit most are
destroyed by lawnmowers.
My last contribution to the parish notes mentioning otters, prompted a local
pond owner to confirm that they are causing large fish losses in their pond near to a
watercourse. The range of these animals can be 30 miles and they are elusive! Their
hallmark is they only eat fish livers; leaving the damaged fish on the bank. They are
not so keen on small fish, presumably as this is a waste of effort! Another predator is
the red kite which has been seen in flight systematically taking ducklings from a lake
in the area.
On a more mundane level watch out for the water vole family at Fiveways, they are
rare and very timid so if they spot you, they are gone. Early morning walkers report
seeing deer, stoats, hares and badgers. We have removed some hawthorns in bad
condition; some came down with the storms but they have or will be replaced. I have
heard reports that birds are nesting in the hole in the old dead tree. There are plenty
of black caps and white throats to be seen currently.
Recently I have visited some of the local streams which are a forgotten resource.
Water abstraction has hit them all hard, but they are an important source of water for
local wildlife. There are sticklebacks at Fiveways in the deeper water near the bridge
– watch and move very slowly. I have been known to catch them during the duck
racing! There are also bullheads in the deeper bits but they only come out from under
stones as the light is fading. Brown trout can be seen in local streams moving upstream
to spawn in the early part of the year, when there is plenty of water and no barriers.
Again, a stealthy approach is mandatory to see them.
Keep looking – and let me know if you see the black panther which was clearly
seen by several people locally some months back!

Mike Eaton
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Grace

carpentry & building

gcb

All aspects of carpentry and building work undertaken.
A friendly, reliable and trustworthy service.
Based in Monks Risborough.
Tel: 01844 698771 Mob: 07725 328 049
Email: grace.gcb@outlook.com
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NEWS FROM ARCC
It was a mixed start for the cricket club on 11th May, the first day of the new league
season. On the field out of our four teams, only the third team were victorious beating
Dinton second team.
The first team lost to Henley by 20 runs, despite a wonderful century by the
captain Josh Smith.
Off the field however was a great success, with over 100 people watching the two
home games throughout the day and perhaps more significantly the reopening of the
balcony viewing area.
With a visit by Marlow cycling club in the morning, a barbeque at lunch time a
good day was had by all.
There will now be two home games every Saturday throughout the season, with all
facilities open for use.
Equally impressive was the turnout on Friday night with over 50 juniors at training,
a barbeque run by the school PTA and a large turnout of parents all enjoying
the return of the sun.
A reminder that all are welcome Friday night’s and Saturdays.
If anyone wishes to join as a player, umpire or scorer you will be most welcome.
Umpires and scorers are paid by the club, training will be arranged if required.
Other dates to note:
July 7th we are pleased to host the Aston Rowant Fete and on Saturday 20th and
Sunday 21st July we announc the ARCC BEER FESTIVAL.
Everybody is welcome to join us for a weekend of cricket and music – while
sampling beers from five local breweries. The ARCC Gin Bar will also be open, with
Cider, Prosecco, soft drinks and food also available. There will be live music from local
acts across the weekend and a cricket tournament on Sunday.
Just £5 entry including a free glass, all proceeds go to the maintenance of the club
which is volunteer-run and supports 100 junior members and four senior teams.
So please come and support us, enjoy some fine local ales, soak up the atmosphere
and help raise some much needed funds for the club.
Earlybird tickets are available to purchase now –£5 for your weekend entry, glass
and 2 tokens (which will get you your first pint).
Please contact Clair Whatman cjordie@hotmail.com
More details on our website astonrowantcc.com.

Steven Sowerby
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NOTICEBOARD
What’s going on in Kingston Blount,
Aston Rowant & nearby
Watlington Gardening Club

This is a small friendly group who meet monthly on the first Wednesday of the month
in Watlington Town Hall at 7.45pm for a specialist talk with tea, coffee and biscuits.
The final talk before the summer social will take place on 5th June, and is by Paul
Patton on ‘Growing for the Kitchen’. The summer social is on Wednesday 3rd July.
The club has also organised some exciting garden visits for the summer and the details
are on display at the meetings.

Tower Tours & Cream Teas

Will be taking place at Aston Rowant Church on Sunday 14th July from 2pm to 4pm.
With demonstrations of bell ringing and tours of the church (see p. 12).

Oil Syndicate

To join the heating oil syndicate in the parish that runs oil refills three times a year –
January/February (winter weather dependent), June and November – email Adam
Bernstein at adam.bernstein@mac.com.

Sydenham Village Fayre

Saturday 1st June – 12.30pm to 4pm
A fun family day out including live entertainment, children’s games, dog show (p. 27),
vintage cars, BBQ , tea room and stalls. Last year it raised over £5,000 for local causes.
For the first time there will an Aunt Sally Challenge, giving experts players and novices
the chance to have a go at this quintessential Oxfordshire pub game. The Sydenham
Car Show will be adding some new gems to its collection of vintage and envy-inducing
automobiles. And as always it will be rounded off by the hotly contested Tug-Of-War
competition with teams from The Crown pub and The Inn at Emmington battling it
out for the historic trophy at 3.30pm. The raffle will also be drawn, with a first prize
of £100 for the winning ticket and the chance to win a dinner for two at either of the
village’s excellent pubs.
Whilst the road through the village will be closed for the day, extensive free parking
is available on the edge of the village, which can be accessed from the B4445 (coming
from Chinnor, turn left at The Inn at Emmington). Disabled parking will be available.
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NOTICEBOARD
Aston Rowant School Fete

This year the fete will take place at Aston Rowant Cricket Club, on Sunday 7th
July from 12 noon till 2pm.
The Auction of Promises has some incredible prizes, and there will be lots of
stalls and attractions for all the family. (See p. 15).

Allotments Available

Please contact Rupert Wolstenholme if you are interested in taking on an allotment.
rupert.wolstenholme@btinternet.com, 07866 302697

OVO Women’s Cycling Tour

Oxfordshire will be hosting stage three of the OVO Women’s Tour on Wednesday
12th June – Olympic and World Championship level riders will be competing! The
www.womenstour.co.uk website has plenty of information on how residents can help
out at the event as Race Makers. The website also shows the route with times that
riders are expected to pass certain villages and towns. This will make it easy for
residents to plan where they will could cheer on and support these riders.
While everyone is inspired by top level athletes competing for a place on the
podium, we are encouraging communities to support a fun and friendly community
cycling event in Wallingford on Friday 12th to Sunday 14th July.
Wallingford Festival of Cycling will be offering 6 organised rides for every level
of rider, from a family 5 mile ride to a 100 miler for the more experienced cyclist.
There will be competitive races in the town centre, children’s cycling activities in
the park, a giant stunt bag, a downhill dual track course, a chance to ride a penny
farthing and much more!
The Festival volunteers offer monthly Couch to Saddle training rides to help
beginner cyclists build up to the big day. The next Couch to Saddle rides will be
Sunday 19th May and 23rd June.
To find out more, please visit www.wfoc.co.uk
or contact Hendriette.knouwds@southandvale.gov.uk

Advertising in the Parish Notes

Please email Julian Knight if you are interested in advertising: jknight652@aol.com :
			
1/4 page – £10 for one issue or six issues for £40
1/2 page – £15 for one issue or six issues for £60
Full page – £30 for one issue or six issues for £120
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LOCAL ADVERTISING – email jknight652@aol.com

Beautiful lawns at affordable prices
ASK FOR A

p rofessional la

FREE
LAWN

wn c a r e

ANALYSIS

Certificate Number 8302
ISO 9001

SEE RESULTS IN JUST

10 DAYS

Your lawn, our
expertise...
perfect!

For a FREE quotation call

Tel: 0800 326 5017
www.lawnmaster.co.uk

Or just text
‘lawn’
and your postcode
to 60777
and we will call you.

/LawnMasterUK

@LawnMasterUK

/LawnMasterTV

Have your lawn treated by a qualiﬁed greenkeeper

Matt Evans - Ex Greenkeeper from local Golf

Clubs including The Oxfordshie, Harleyford,
Whiteleaf, and professional tournament
experience on Many European tour events and
Open Championship at St Andrews.
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TESSA WYATT’S COUNTRYSIDE DIARY
As I write I have no internet or telephone service. Everything I put on this little page
comes off the internet where I keep my blog. Therefore everything I have written over
the last two months is unavailable. So here is a summary of what observations I can
remember, sans dates.
The first thing I noticed this year was all the spring flowers blooming together,
instead of coming out in progression as they usually do. The daffodils came out with
the snowdrops, the crocuses with the primroses, and I had wild pansies out in March.
Climate change? Maybe.
Just now, the forget-me-nots are perfect, not yet gone seedy and leggy. Did some
homework on them, and found out there are something like a dozen different varieties.
The ones we have here in Aston Rowant are mostly field f-m-n’s, which makes sense.
On the downside, the sycamores which overlook my garden are dripping sap all
over the flowerbeds, covering my precious plants in a sticky secretion that is causing an
aphid bloom and also glueing the buds on the roses together so that they cannot open.
I love trees, but to me, sycamores are simply giant weeds and I can’t imagine why God
created them!
Mummy duck and six ducklings waddled down our road the other day, making for
a swimming lesson in the stream, the churchyard crows are bullying the kites, so there
are obviously hatchlings in the colony and I spotted two very young leverets hopping
bravely across Sam’s field this morning, so the breeding season is in full swing.

Tessa Wyatt
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LOCAL ADVERTISING – email jknight652@aol.com

CREATIVE LANDSCAPE GARDENING
• Patios & paths • Brickwork • Planting & hedging
• Fencing • Driveways • Wildflower meadows
• Lawns • Garden maintenance • Tree surgery
• Woodland management • Agricultural fencing
Telephone: 01844 351919 Mobile: 07718 257104
Email: rowlandscapes@googlemail.com Website: www.rowlandscapes.com

Experienced Flooring Contractors for

QUALITY CARPETS
TILES, VINYLS & WOOD FLOORING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
INSURANCE ESTIMATES
ADAPTION & REPAIRS
Contact Airs House Carpets today for a professional
supply and fitting service.
01844 342 546
sales@airshouse.co.uk
www.airshouseflooring.co.uk
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SYDENHAM FAYRE
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MICK HOBDELL

Plumbing & Heating Engineer
Oil Boiler/Aga Services and Repairs
Power flushing (to remove build-up in central heating
systems, increasing efficiency)
General Plumbing
Phone 07554 426113 or 01844 281521
Tetsworth Nr Thame
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The Foot Sanctuary

devoted to providing the best healthcare for your feet
Medical Pedicure using
Neal’s Yard Products
Podiatry - Chiropody
Paraffin Wax Treatment
Cryosurgery
Reflexology
Reiki with crystals
58 London Road
Milton Common
OX9 2JL
01844 278606
07941 035849

Sue Yeowart

HCPC 26216 reg. Podiatrist Chiropodist
Reflexologist ~ Reiki Master ~ Intuitive Healer

The Montessori Nursery School
The Village Hall, Kingston Blount, OX39 4SWT
07846 254547
themontessorinurseryschool.co.uk
MEAB Accredited & Ofsted inspected ‘Good’

‘We support children’s inherent love of learning.’
Maria Montessori
The nursery accepts children from the age of 2 to 5 years.
Introductory Montessori classes from 2 to 2 ½ years of age.
The nursery is part of Oxfordshire funding scheme
for 2,3, and 4 year olds.
Please contact the nursery for further information.
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Michael’s Tree Services
Professional Arborist
All aspects of tree work undertaken including fencing.
All work done to British standard 3998.
Fully qualified £5 million public liability.
NPTC certified National certificate in Arboriculture
and National diploma training.
Based in Kingston Blount.
Your job is our future so we take pride in our work.
For a free quote call Michael Hawkins today.
michael@michaelstreeservices.co.uk
www.michaelstreeservices.co.uk
Tel: 07765 123412

Jones
Garden Care

Generations

Get your garden
ready for Spring...

FAMILY
HAIRDRESSING

Call Curtis –
07890 587872

4A THAME ROAD
CHINNOR
TEL: 01844 352033

FAMILY
HAIR SALON
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Reflexology & Aromatherapy
Treatments in Chinnor
Sharon Findlow

ITEC Dip MAR MCThA CNHC
20 years experience

Treatments may aid: back pain, migraine, sleep disorders, fatigue, muscle aches,
depression and hormonal imbalances.
Enquiries welcome
07917 817923
sharon.findlow2015@gmail.com
20% OFF FIRST TREATMENT
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LOCAL ADVERTISING – email jknight652@aol.com

THE SWAN

AT TETSWORTH
High Street
Tetsworth,
Oxon OX9 7AB
Restaurant:
01844 281182
Antique Centre
open every day
10am to 6pm
01844 281777
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ASTON ROWANT SCHOOL HOUSE TRUST
The Aston Rowant School House Educational Trust was set up in 1992 when the
former teacher’s house, belonging to Aston Rowant Church of England Primary
School, was sold. The money from the sale was invested to raise income which is
available to assist with education.
The precise rules are that the Scheme allows the Trustees to apply the income:
a) In or towards promoting the education of pupils attending the Aston Rowant
Church of England Primary School.
b) In or towards promoting the education (including social and physical training)
of persons under the age of 25 years who have at any time attended the school or
who are resident in the Parish of Aston Rowant.
Some residents in the parish may either have children or are themselves eligible
to obtain a grant. To be considered you need to apply in writing to the Trustees who
will consider applications at their bi-annual meetings in May and November. Each
application will be considered on merit – there is no guarantee.
If you would like more information please contact:
Peter Lambert 01844 352617 or
Mary Williams 01844 353927.

Bespoke Soft Furnishings, Curtain & Blinds

hand finished, made to measure service includes free
measuring, quotation and assistance with choosing
appropriate products
Accessories and services - Curtain poles and tracks,
wallpaper, upholstery and installation
Interior Design assistance - tailored to your needs
from plan to completed design or help with finishing off
your look.
Shopping - Our street level shop offers soft furnishing,
lighting and decorative pieces
01844 220035 www.llynilly.com
55 North Street, Thame OX9 3BH info@tillynilly.com
Shop Mon-Fri 10-5 Sat 10-4 Showroom & Studio Mon-Fri 9-4

Other times by appointment
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COMPLETE TREE SERVICES
Complete Tree Services was founded in 1983 to
provide a professional Arboricultural Advisory and
contracting service, we operate in Oxfordshire and
the surrounding areas.
The company is fully accredited under the
Arboricultural Association Approved Contractor
Scheme. We are able to deal effectively with any
tree related issues.
All operatives employed are fully trained and
carry all necessary certification. We have full
public liability insurance of ten million pounds
and operate a 24 hour emergency call out service.
Please contact our office on 01844 351488
email: arbor@globalnet.co.uk
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Surman & Horwood
Funeral Services
At Surman & Horwood Funeral Services & Monumental Masons
we offer comprehensive funeral services from a family run business
with years of experience.
Chapel of Rest, The Green, Crowell
01844 351323 (24 hours)
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STOCKER & CO.
SOLICITORS

We give very competitive rates for conveyancing
and a fast efficient service.
We also specialise in:
· Wills & Probate
· Commercial transaction
· Divorce and matrimonial matters
· We operate a Home Wills Service
So, pay us a visit for all your legal matters
01844 216995
10A BUTTERMARKET, THAME, OX9 3EW
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LOCAL ADVERTISING – email jknight652@aol.com

ARBOCARE TREE
SURGERY LTD

Tree surgery
Landscaping
Grounds Maintenance

Qualified, insured,
experienced arborists
• Contractors to the National Trust
• Surveys & reports
• Patios & Decking
• Turfing & Fencing
For more details contact us on:

Freephone 0808 155 5815
Mobile 07778 811136
Email mharvey31@gmail.com

Facebook “f ” Logo

www.arbocare.co.uk
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CMYK / .ep

ps

LOCAL PLAYGROUPS
Sydenham Coffee Morning

The second Thursday of the month, 10.00am – 12noon, at Sydenham
Old School Room. All welcome.

Starboddlers

Free baby and toddler group. Every Thursday, 11am, during Term Time.
In St. Andrew’s Church.

Chooseday church

Free after school, activities and tea. For under 8’s and their families and siblings.
3.15pm Tuesday’s during term time in St. Andrew’s Church, Chinnor.

DISPOSING OF HOUSEHOLD WASTE
(Other than the usual weekly refuse)

Facebook “f ” Logo

We all know that dumping rubbish in the hedgerows and ditches around the Parish
is unsightly, illegal and can be a danger to children, pets and wildlife. It also demonstrates a totally selfish attitude, without thought or care for others. If culprits are
identified and convicted in a Magistrates’ Court they will have a criminal record and
can be fined many thousands of pounds.
Bulky household waste such as washing machines, fridges and mattresses etc. can
be collected by arrangement with SODC by calling 01491 823416 or online at www.
southoxon.gov.uk there is a charge for up to 3 items. Alternatively householders
may take their bulky items to the domestic waste centres at Oakley Wood (off A4130,
east of Crowmarsh Gifford) and Bledlow Ridge. SODC advise that although the
Bledlow Ridge centre is in Bucks. They will not turn way householders from just over
the boundary in Oxfordshire.
Householders are required by law to check that anyone removing waste from
their house or garden is registered with the Environment Agency as a waste carrier.
Builders, plumbers, decorators, gardeners and other tradesmen, who remove waste
from work they have carried out, should be registered and have a ‘Waste Carriers
Number’. As the householder you should record this number together with details
of the waste removed, the date and the vehicle in which it was carried. If the waste
is dumped illegally, and you did not check, you could find yourself in a Magistrates’
Court with a criminal record and a fine of up to £5000.
You can check if a tradesman is licensed to remove waste by calling 08708 506506
or online at www2.environment-agency.gov.uk/epr/index.asp
Please help to ensure that the picturesque countryside around us remains a source
of beauty and pleasure for us all.
Written by the late Alan Mayo and edited by
CMYK / .eps

P. Gibbons
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
JUNE

1
5
11
12
13
15
16
22

Sydenham Village Fayre (p. 22, 27)
Watlington Gardening Club (p. 22)
Neighbourhood Plan Meeting
ARPC Meeting Aston Rowant Church (p.10)
OVO Women’s Cycling Tour (p. 23)
Sydenham Coffee Morning (p. 39)
A Kind of Mercury Queen Tribute Act, KBVH (p. 16)
St Andrews Holy Communion Service (p. 7)
Sun Splash Reggae Night at the Shepherd’s Crook (p. 2)

JULY

6
BBQ at the Shepherd’s Crook (p. 2)
7
Aston Rowant School Fete (p. 15)
9
Neighbourhood Plan Meeting
10 ARPC Meeting
11 Sydenham Coffee Morning (p. 39)
12-14 Wallingford Festival of Cycling (p. 23)
13 Live Music ‘Ear Candy’ at the Shepherd’s Crook (p. 2)
14 Tower Tours & Cream Teas (p. 12)
15 Copy due in for Aug/Sep Parish Notes
20-21 ARCC Beer Festival (p.21)

REGULAR DATES
MONDAYS

Kindergym Thame
Zumba 6.30pm KB Village Hall

TUESDAYS

Bell Ringing 7.30pm Aston Rowant

WEDNESDAYS

Kettlebell Abs 6.00pm KB Village Hall
Yoga 7.00pm KB Village Hall

THURSDAYS

StarBoddlers 11.00am Chinnor
Full Circle, Aston Rowant School
12-1pm (term-time)
Flowers 4 All (third Thursday) KBVH

FRIDAYS

Tiddlypeeps 9.30am Chinnor
Gentle Chair Based Exercises
every alternate Friday from
		
10.30am KBVH

SATURDAYS

Soul Space 5.30pm Crowell Church
(now only 3rd Saturday of month)

SUNDAYS (1st of month)
Aston Rowant Church Family
Friendly service 10.00am

Copy for the AUGUST/SEPTEMBER issue is due on 15th July.
Please email sarahparishnotes@gmail.com

