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and by providing new houses, employment, services and infrastructure;

and Woodcote as local service centres;

and employment and by the provision and retention of services; and

the environment.

of policies

on 1. Introduction

CS1 Presumption in favour of sustainable development

g applications which accord with the policies in the Development Plan (including, wher

(2]

e otherwise.

—

g permission will also be granted where relevant policies in the Development Plan are ol
or silent unless:

any adverse impacts of the proposal would significantly and demonstrably cutweigh ifs
benefits when assessed against the policies in the National Planning Policy Framework
taken as a whole; or

specific policies in the Framework or other material considerations indicate that develop-
ment should be restricted.

on 4. The overall strategy

CSS1 The overall strategy
als for development in Scuth Oxfordshire should be consistent with the overall strategy of

ocusing major new development at the growth point of Didcot so the town can play an
znhanced role in providing homes, jobs and services with improved transport connectivity;

supporting the roles of Henley, Thame and Wallingford by regenerating their town centres
hrough measures that include environmental improvements and mixed-use developments

supporting and enhancing the larger villages of Berinsfield, Benson, Chalgrove, Chinnor,
Cholsey, Crowmarsh Gifford, Goring, Nettlebed, Scnning Common, Watlington, Wheatley

supporting other villages in the rest of the district by allowing for limited amounts of housing

butside the towns and villages, and other major developed sites, any change will need to
elate to very specific needs such as those of the agricultural industry or enhancement of

pn 5. Moving around
CSM1 Transport

uncil will work with Oxfordshire County Council and others to:

n partnership with the Vale of White Horse District Council, actively seek to deliver the
ransport infrastructure and measures which improve movement in Didcot and within the
Didcot/ Wantage and Grove corridor, in particular linking Didcot with the major employmer
sites at Harwell and Milton Park as identified in the County Council's LTP3 SVUK area
Strategy and Southern Central Oxfordshire Transport Study;

—

actively seek to ensure that the impact of new development on the strategic and local road
network, in particular the Milton, Chilton and Marcham junctions of the A34 and the road
inks and junctions identified in the Council's Evaluation of Transport Impact and County

Dxfordshire District Council
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Council's Southern Central Oxfordshire Transport Study is adequately mitigated (see Polidy
CSM2);
(iii)  support imprevements for accessing Oxford;

(iv)  work with the authorities affected by cross Thames travel in the Reading area to ensure
that traffic and environmental conditions in South Oxfordshire are improved by the
implementation of measures which also improve access to Reading;

(v)  support measures which enable modal shift to public transport, cycling and walking
particularly where these support the network of settlements in the district;

(vi) promote and support traffic management measures and environmental improvements
hich increase safety, improve air quality, encourage the use of sustainable modes of
fransport and/or make our towns and villages more attractive;

(vii) adopt a comprehensive approach to car parking aimed at improving the attraction of our
town and village centres;

(viii) encourage the use of sustainable modes of transport;

(ix)  promote electronic communications allowing businesses to operate throughout the district
and to provide services and information which reduce the need to travel and encourage
sustainable modes of transport; and

(x)  cater for the needs of all users.

Policy CSM2 Transport Assessments and Travel Plans

Proposals for new developments which have transport implications that either arise from the
development proposed or cumulatively with other proposals will need to submit a transport
assesgment. Appropriate provision for works and/or contributions will be required towards
providing an adequate level of accessibility by all modes of transport and mitigating the impacts
on theltransport network.

The agsessment should (notwithstanding OCC requirements):
(1) illustrate accessibility to the site by all modes of transport;
(i) show the likely modal split of journeys to and from the site;

(i) detail the proposed measures to improve access by public transport, cycling and walking t¢
reduce the need for parking and reduce transport impacts;

(iv)  illustrate the impact on the highway network and the impact of proposed mitigation
measures where necessary; and

{v) include a travel plan where appropriate.

Travel|plans will be required, implemented and monitored (notwithstanding OCC requirements):

or all major developments comprising residential, employment, shopping or leisure uses of
ervices; and

f
S
(i) for other small developments comprising residential, employment, shopping, leisure, or
education facilities which would generate significant amounts of travel.

Section 6 A thriving economy

Policy CSEM1 Supporting a successful economy

We wil| work with our business and education partners to provide an environment that positively
and proactively encourages sustainable economic growth. We will do this by:

(i) providing a framework for innovation and enterprise through encouraging knowledge
transfer, emerging technologies and innovative business development;

128
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(i) supporting measures that ensure young people leave education with the skills that the
future economy needs, including the development of further education facilities at Didcot;

(i) supporting measures that deliver sustainable transport solutions, home working, and a
stronger link between local jobs and local labour supply;

(iv)  taking advantage of the opportunities brought by the Oxfordshire Local Enterprise
Partnership to meet key investment priorities including transport infrastructure;

{v)  seeking measures that support the development of the digital economy and the roll-out of
nigh speed broadband across the district;

(vi)  supporting the prosperity of the area's tourism industry and recreation-based rural
diversification where proposals are of a scale and type appropriate to their location.

Policy CSEM2 The amount and distribution of employment

This core strategy provides for around 5,000 additional B class jobs to 2027. To facilitate this, th
equivalent of 13.5 additional hectares of land will be provided, in various centres across the
district| plus a further 6.5 hectares at Didcot in the Vale of White Horse district.

This provision will be made by allocating:

(i) about 2ha of further employment land at Thame;

(i)  about 2ha of further employment land at Wallingford; and

(i) about 4.2ha of further employment land distributed among some of the larger villages.

The balance of the 13.5 hectares will be provided through increasing jobs at Culham Science
Centre,

Additignal employment land will be allocated to replace any need identified from a review of
existing commitments in the Site Allocations DPD.

New employment sites should provide for a range of types and sizes of units including start-up
and grow-on space.

Policy CSEM3 Culham Science Centre

The redevelopment and intensification of Culham Science Centre for research and science base
businesses will be supported. Proposals for redevelopment and the intensification of uses with
the creation of about 1,000 new jobs will be supported. We will work proactively with Culham to
develop an agreed masterplan that facilitates this growth.

Policy CSEM4 Supporting economic development
Planning permission will be granted for:
'mploymentw on identified allocated employment s.i’[esIda in accordance with the policy;

() e

(i) the redevelopment of employment sites where this improves the quality and choice of
business premises available;

(i) the reasonable extension of premises on existing sites;

(iv)  appropriate forms of working at home, where permission is needed;

(v)  new premises or the conversion of existing buildings on suitable sites within the built-up area o
settlements;

147
Employment in this context is defined as uses which fall within Part B of the Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987 as amended

jab)

nd sui generis uses of a similar nature
llocated employment sites are those in the South Oxfordshire Local Plan and those to be identified through the Site Allocations DPD or

148

neighbourhood plans
12

South Oxfordshire District Council
CORE $TRATEGY DECEMBER 2012




(Vi)

Policy CSEMS5 Oxford Brookes University

Proposals for the redevelopment of Oxford Brookes University Campus at Holton will be
supported. We will work preactively with the University to develop an agreed masterplan that

meets

Sectipn 7 Delivering new homes

Policy CSH1 Amount and distribution of housing

Planning permission will be granted to meet housing requirements in Table 7.1 in accordance
with Tables 7.2 to 7.3.

Policy CSH2 Density
On sites where housing development is acceptable in principle, a minimum density of 25

dwellin
charag

Policy
40 per
more g

Policy
A mix

sought on all new residential developments.

South Qxfordshire District Council

CORE

plan.

he re-use of rural buildings where the proposals accord with other policies in the development

its business objectives.

gs per hectare (net) will be required unless this would have an adverse effect on the
ter of the area.

CSH3 Affordable housing

cent affordable housing will be sought on all sites where there is a net gain of three or
wellings subject to the viability of provision on each site.

In cases where the 40 per cent calculation provides a part unit a financial contribution wi
be sought equivalent to that part unit;

A tenure mix of 75 per cent social rented and 25 per cent intermediate housing will be
sought;

With the exception of part units the affordable housing should be provided on site and the
affordable housing should be mixed with the market housing;

i

The housing should meet required standards and should be of a size and type which
meets the requirements of those in housing need.

CSH4 Meeting housing needs
of dwelling types and sizes to meet the needs of current and future households will be

At least 10 per cent of market housing on sites of 10 dwellings or more should be
designed to meet current Lifetime Homes standards.

In the case of affordable housing all ground-floor properties should be designed to meet
current Lifetime Homes standards.

The provision of dwellings for people with additional special needs will be sought as part
of the overall affordable housing percentage.

Specialist accommodation for older people should be provided in the new greenfield
neighbourhoods identified in this strategy and will be permitted at other suitable locations

STRATEGY DECEMBER 2012




Policy CSH5 Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople

A supply of pitches for Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople will be provided by:

(i) safeguarding existing si’tesMg

(i)  extending existing sites where possible to meet the needs of existing residents and their
families

(i)  identifying new sites through the Site Allocations DPD and Didcot Area Action Plan.

The logation of new sites will be determined in accordance with the following priorities:

() incorporated within the greenfield neighbourhood at Didcot

(i) located near to existing settlements

(i)  located within walking distance of essential services or high frequency public transport,
Sites for Travelling Showpeople may need to be large enough to accommodate equipment.

Sectipn 8 Town centres and shopping

Policy CST1 Town centres and shopping

The district's town and village centres will be supported and strengthened to ensure that they
continlie to be the focus of communities. Initiatives which safeguard and enhance their role and
function will be supported.

The higrarchy of centres in the district is:

Town centres serving a local and wider catchment area:

Didcot/and Henley

Town centres serving a local catchment area:

Thame and Wallingford

Local centres serving their immediate rural area:

Berinsfield, Benson, Chalgrove, Chinnor, Cholsey, Crowmarsh Gifford, Goring, Nettlebed,
Sonning Common, Watlington, Wheatley and Woodcote.

To achieve the long term success of our centres development proposals will be permitted which;|

= | Provide further retail and leisure uses within the town and larger village centres through
infill development and small scale redevelopment;

= | Diversify the town centres to provide uses which are complementary to retail, while not
undermining the town's retail role, including where appropriate mixed-use developments
uses which contribute to the evening economy, community facilities and upper floor
residential and office uses;

= | Reinforce the local distinctiveness of our market towns, improve their vitality and viability
and encourage more visits.

As a starting point, the Council looks for proposals for main town centre uses to be sited within
defined town centres. Applications for such uses on unallocated sites outside town centres will
be required to be in accessible locations well connected to the town centre. Such proposals will
be subject to the sequential test and, for proposals over 2,500sq.m, an impact assessment.
Proposals which fail to satisfy these tests will not be permitted.

Changes of use within defined primary and secondary retail frontages will be managed to
maintain the role of the town centres,

149
Existing sites in this context means sites with planning permission
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Section 13 Rural communities

Policy CSR1 Housing in villages

In ords

or to contribute to the present and future economic, environmental and social sustainability

of the yillages, housing will be allowed where the scale and nature of the development is as
follows:

Allocations Infill Rural exceptions
Larger villages Yes Yes - no limit Yes if need shown
Smaller villages No Sites of up to 0.2ha* | Yes if need shown
Other|villages No Sites of up to 0.1ha** |Yes if need shown
AII other places not K No No
listed
See Appendix 4 for list of settlements * Equivalent to 5-6 houses
within{ each category ** Equivalent to 2-3 houses

All development should respect national designations such as Green Belt and should conserve
and enhance the natural beauty of the Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Suitably designed

and lo
being

will be|supported. This includes the provision of adequate housing to meet identified local needs.

Local

develapment plan policies will be met.

Redevelopment proposals in all categories of settlement may be acceptable but will be
considered on a case by case basis through the development management process in line with
other policies in the Development Plan.

Policy CSR2 Employment in Rural Areas

Planni

through:

Policy CSR3 Community facilities and rural transport

Propo
encou

Rural

will be|lencouraged.

South
CORE

cated development at an appropriate scale that facilitates the economic and social well-
of such areas, especially in the Larger Villages in the Areas of Qutstanding Natural Beauty

character and distinctiveness will be protected and the requirements of relevant

ng permission will be granted for proposals which support the economy of the rural areas

schemes for agricultural diversification and the re-use of rural buildings;
small-scale infill schemes in villages including mixed housing and employment schemes;
working at home;

and
schemes which support tourism based on the character of the area.

sals which result in the provision of facilities and services in the rural areas will be
raged, those which result in the loss of services and facilities will be resisted.

transport initiatives that improve movement particularly to access services and employmen

(ixfordshire District Council
BTRATEGY DECEMBER 2012

schemes which support agricultural production and the retention of functioning farm unitg;

—




Sectipn 14 The environment

Policy CSEN1 Landscape
The digtrict’s distinct landscape character and key features will be protected against inappropriate

develg

(i) Where development is acceptable in principle, measures will be sought to integrate it into

f

{ii) High priority will be given to conservation and enhancement of the Chilterns and North

¢

(i)

Policy
The sp
the bo
A loca
Policy
village
Green
land wi
The fo

Policy

The dis

will be
local d
This w

Proposals for development that affect non-designated historic assets will be considered taking
account of the scale of any harm or loss and the significance of the heritage asset.

South Qxfordshire District Council

CORE

The landscapes and waterscapes of the River Thames corridor will be maintained and

pment and where possible enhanced.
he landscape character of the area.

Wessex Downs Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) and planning decisions wil
have regard to their setting. Proposals which support the economies and social well being
of the AONBs and their communities, including affordable housing schemes, will be

ancouraged provided they do not conflict with the aims of conservation and enhancement.

where possible enhanced as will the setting and heritage of the river for its overall amenity
and recreation use.

CSEN2 Green Belt

ecial character and landscape setting of Oxford will be protected by the Oxford Green Belt,
undary is shown on the Adopted Policies Map.

review of the Green Belt will take place at Berinsfield.

CSR1 allows for limited amounts of new housing through infilling in some Green Belt
5 however planning permission will not be granted for development within the Oxford
Belt that is contrary to national policy guidance in the NPPF and the purposes of including
thin the Green Belt.

lowing are key previously developed sites in the Green Belt:
Oxford Brookes University campus at Holton

Culham Science Centre

Culham No.1 Site

Sandford Sewage Treatment Works

CSEN3 Historic Environment

strict’s designated historic heritage assets, both above and below ground such as:
nationally designated assets including listed buildings, historic parks and gardens, histori
battlefields and Scheduled Ancient Monuments;

conservation areas; and

their settings

conserved and enhanced for their historic significance and their important contribution to
stinctiveness, character and sense of place.

Il be carried out through:

conservation area appraisals/reviews;

management plans;

designating new conservation areas where appropriate;

the determination of planning, listed building consent and other relevant applications.

L7
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Sectipn 15 Quality development

Policy CSQ1 Renewabhle Energy

Proposals for development for the generation of energy from renewable resources will be
permitted provided any adverse impact on the landscape, heritage and bicdiversity of an area,
traffic generation or the amenities of local communities is outweighed by wider environmental,

social,

Policy CSQ2 Sustainable Design and Construction

Proposals for new development, including the construction of new buildings and the
refurbishment of existing building stock, will be acceptable where:

(1) For developments of 10 or more dwellings or 1,000 m? or more of non-residential floor
space, 20% of the energy demand is secured from decentralised (on or near site) and

q

{
(iv)

I
I

(v)

I

¢

f

¢
(vi) |
Q
(vii) A
a

*oreq

Policy

Planning permission will be granted for new development that is of a high quality and inclusive

design

South Oxfordshire District Council
CORE $STRATEGY DECEMBER 2012

where appropriate), where this would be viable.

(i) F

economic or other benefits.

enewable or low carbon energy sources (including the use of Combined Heat and Power

-or developments of 200 dwellings or more, it can be demonstrated that the proposal will
achieve at least Code Level 4 of the Code for Sustainable Homes.

-or new residential development of less than 200 dwellings, it can be demonstrated that
he proposal will achieve at least Code Level 3 of the Code for Sustainable Homes. From
April 2013, proposals will need to demonstrate that at least Code Level 4 will be achieved.
-or the refurbishment of existing residential buildings, it can be demonstrated that the

roposal will achieve at least EcoHomes ‘Very Good' standard*. From 2013, proposals wi
need to demonstrate that at least ‘Excellent’ standard* will be achieved.

~or proposals for non-residential development up to 500 m? floor space it can be
lemonstrated that the proposal will achieve at least BREEAM 'Very Good’ standard. For
broposals for non-residential development above 500 m” floor space it can be
lemonstrated that the proposal will achieve at least BREEAM ‘Excellent’ standard.

~or all new development SUDS are implemented where appropriate taking into account
zurrent policy and good practice guidance, and the emerging national SUDS standards.

All new developments incorporate measures that address issues of adaptation to climate
thange taking account of best practice. These include resilience to increasing temperature
aind heavy rainfall events and the need for water conservation and storage.

uivalent standard through the forthcoming BREEAM Residential Refurbishment standards

92}

CS8Q3 Design

that:

* responds positively to and respects the character of the site and its surroundings,
particularly the historic significance and heritage values of the historic environment,
enhancing local distinctiveness and ensuring that new development is of a scale, type
and density appropriate to the site and its setting;

= improves the quality of the public realm with well designed external areas, and, wher¢
appropriate a clear structure of open spaces;

= provides and/or links into green infrastructure where available:
" is designed to create safe communities and reduce the likelihood and fear of crime:

= creates a distinctive sense of place and is easy to understand through the use of
vistas, landmarks and focal points;

187




All proposals for new development should be accompanied by a design and access statement tg
show how they have responded to the above criteria.

Policy
sites

Proposals for housing allocations and major development sites must be accompanied by a

design

(i) A Vision — a clear vision for the type of place that could be created building on the overall
ision for the district and town;

v

(iii) A |Design Brief which must demonstrate:

South
CORE

(ii) Aslﬂasterplan which should:

xfordshire District Council

= ensures high levels of accessibility and ease of use by all modes of transport both
within the site and with the wider area, also making sure that any new development i
properly integrated with existing development ensuring accessibility to local services
and

» is adaptable to changing requirements and constructed with materials appropriate to
the area.

CSQ4 Design briefs for greenfield neighbourhoods and major development

brief that includes the following:

= demonstrate a robust design process including an in depth assessment of the site
and its context, constraints and identifying those issues that have informed the vision
for and design of the development;

* show a clear development structure and design concept;

= show that the design requirements of the scheme work within the vision / demonstrat
how the vision may be achieved;

» explain the key elements and development principles of the masterplan to create a
simple, robust framework for development that fixes: land use and density, movemer
and access and open space and landscape;

= contain a mechanism for delivering the vision at more detailed stages, for example
design coding;

= contain strategic urban design principles that will be used to inform subsequent more
detailed design;

= define and respond to local context and create or reinforce local distinctiveness:

* show how consultation with the existing community has been incorporated.

= integration with the surrounding area both built and natural, in particular
maximising existing and potential movement connections with the existing
environment to encourage walking, cycling and use of public transport;

= quality of development and positive sense of place and identity;

" high level of accessibility and good connections to public transport, community
facilities and local services;

= community facilities, suitable infrastructure and other amenities to meet the
needs of all the community, including the provision of education and training facilities
health care, community, leisure and recreation facilities;

= aclear structure of open spaces and landscape network to ensure that open
space standards are met and that the new spaces relate well to each other and to
existing areas;

= how sustainability and environmental matters will be addressed including the

efficient use of resources both during construction and when the development is
complete;

13
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Secti

Policy CSG1 Green infrastructure

A net

develgper contributions and the targeted use of other funding sources.

Propo
relatio

proposals will be required to contribute tc the delivery of green infrastructure and/or the

impro

standards in the South Oxfordshire Green Infrastructure Strategy and Didcot Natural

Green
A net

avoidead.

Policy CSB1 Conservation and improvement of biodiversity

A net

district will be actively sought.

Oppor
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The hi
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= delivery, phasing and implementation strategies to be in place to ensure the
timely delivery of infrastructure and services to the development when they are
needed by new residents, and that new developments are built out in a logical
manner,;

= well integrated mix of housing types and tenures to support a range of householg
sizes, ages and incomes to meet identified housing needs.

on 16 Green infrastructure and biodiversity

jain in green infrastructure including biodiversity will be sought through developer works,

sals for new development must demonstrate that they have taken into account the
nship of the proposed development to existing green infrastructure. Where appropriate,

ement of existing assets including Conservation Target Areas in accordance with the

spaces Study.
oss of green infrastructure including biodiversity through development proposals will be

oss of biodiversity will be avoided, and opportunities to achieve a net gain across the

tunities for biodiversity gain, including the connecticn of sites, large-scale habitat
ation, enhancement and habitat re-creation will be sought for all types of habitats, with a
y focus on delivery in the Conservation Target Areas.

ghest level of protection will be given to sites and species of international nature
rvation importance (Special Areas of Conservation and European Protected Species).

ge to nationally important sites of special scientific interest, local wildlife sites, local nature
es, priority habitats, protected or priority species and locally important geological sites will
ided unless the importance of the development cutweighs the harm and the loss can be
ed to achieve a net gain in biodiversity.

on 17 Infrastructure provision

¢y CSI1 Infrastructure provision

evelopment must be served and supported by appropriate on- and off-site infrastructure
rrvices. Planning permission will only be granted when infrastructure and services to mee
eds of the new development, including that set out in the Infrastructure Delivery Plan,
mitigate the impact of the new development is already in place or will be provided to an

1 timescale.

ructure and services required as a consequence of development, and provision for their
rnance, will be sought from developers and secured by the negotiation of planning

ions, by conditions attached to a planning permission, and/or other agreement, levy or
aking, all to be agreed before planning permission is granted.

Dxfordshire District Council
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Section 18 Implementation of the strategy

Policy CSC1 Delivery and Contingency

Sites are anticipated to be developed in the timescales set out in Table 18.1.

If siteg or other policies are not delivered in accordance with Tables 18.1 and the housing
trajectories, the contingency measures set out in Table 18.2 will apply.

If the 4

plans

are not coming forward in a timely manner, we will consider:

(i) seeking alternative scurces of funding if lack of infrastructure is delaying development

(i) b

finging forward sites anticipated to come on stream later in the plan process

(iii} identifying alternative deliverable site(s) through a plan or other mechanism in general

a

South
CORE

ccordance with the distribution strategy of this plan as set out in Tables 7.1, 7.2 and 7.3.

Oxfordshire District Council
STRATEGY DECEMBER 2012

nuthority’s Monitoring Report shows that allocated development sites and/or neighbourhogd
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