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The United Parish Ministry Team 

   

  Rector:    Rev’d Dr. Jacky Barr 07769 825305 

                          revd.jackybarr@gmail.com 01844 352027 

 

Associate Priest: Rev’d Joan DeVal 01844 353404 

Licenced Lay Minister (L.L.M) 

Margaret Poole 01844 281042 

Retired Priest:             Rev’d Des Foote 01844 355945   

                                       Rev’d Dr. Brian Griffiths 01844 355953 

PARISH OFFICE           CHURCH HALL 

Tricia Prescott 01844 352472                 Val Welford                             

csarc@btinternet.com                             vrwelford@gmail.com 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 

POSITION VACANT 

Please seek advice from the Diocesan Safeguarding on 01865 208290 

 

 

mailto:revd.jackybarr@gmail.com
mailto:csarc@btinternet.com
mailto:vrwelford@gmail.com


2 

   Donate to United Parish of Chinnor, Sydenham, Aston Rowant & Crowell     

Website: http://chinnorunitedchurches.co.uk 

PASTORAL LETTER 

Well, hello there dear reader, and so here we are in summer.  As I write this in 

early July, my mind turns to holidays, not only because it’s that time of the year but 

also because Boris will surely say we can travel again soon.  I want to start booking 

my holidays again, particularly because we had to cancel a trip to Alaska well over a 

year ago.  It made me think how fortunate we are that we can travel to such far flung 

places.   

This certainly wasn’t the case in Jesus’ time when it was an agricultural 

economy and the freedom to do things was dictated by the weather and seasons.  

They had no holidays in our sense of the word.  The closest thing I can think of in 

the New Testament is Jesus’ feeding the 5000.  It certainly wasn’t a holiday for 

Jesus since so many of the crowd were following Him and, in the Gospels, it says 

He didn’t even have time to eat.  From reading the accounts it does seem like a 

holiday for the crowds flocking to see Jesus, they even brought their sandwiches!   

I have to say the ‘feeding the 5000’ incident is one of my favourites in the New 

Testament.  It must have been one of the favourites of the gospel writers since it is 

one of the accounts recorded in all four Gospels.  It tells of a boy giving Jesus his 

sandwiches (five loaves and two fish) which Jesus miraculously uses to feed 5000 

people.  I think the reason I find this account so attractive is that boy.  Who was he 

and why was he there?  How old was he?  Why did the writers even mention him?  

Surely because for some reason or other, he was important?  Could he have been 

one of the Disciples children?  Could the reason why the account is in all four 

Gospels is because of that boy and what it says about small actions, children, 

generosity and following Jesus?  This boy with some seafood and bread was 

chosen to be a significant piece of Jesus’ plan not only for that day, but for history.   

An incident happened the other day which brought the significance of children 

home to me.  I was on a zoom call and one of the participants seemed familiar.  He 

is presently the Director of a Christian Retreat Centre.  It turns out he was one of the 

boys in the youth club I ran thirty years ago!!  He came to faith in that youth club.  

The boy had grown into a man who is a Christian influencer at national level.  

Needless to say I was rejoicing!!   

This encourages me in that it means we are never just lost in the crowd.  

We're never without anything to offer God and humanity.  We never know how the 

Lord will use us in ways that we can't predict.  The Lord knows us all. He knows 

where we are, what we have, and how we can be used.  He can do eternally 

amazing things with the little fragments of our lives that we perhaps tend to think 

aren't worth much.  Food for thought eh?  Or rather five loaves and two fishes for 

thought!!       Revd Brian Griffiths.   
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SUNDAY SERVICES 
As the Coronavirus restrictions ease, and we plan how to move forward, 

there will be one service in the United Parish on Sundays through August 

(see below).   

 

August 2021 

 ST 
ANDREW’S 
Chinnor 

ST PETER 
AND ST 
PAUL’S 
Aston 
Rowant 

ST MARY’S 
Sydenham 

BVM 
Crowell 

FIRST 
SUNDAY 
1st Aug 

11am 
Holy 
Communion 
Jacky 

   

SECOND  
SUNDAY 
8th Aug 

 11am 
Holy 
Communion 
Brian 

  

THIRD 
SUNDAY 
15th Aug 

  11am 
Holy 
Communion 
Joan 

 

FOURTH  
SUNDAY 
22nd Aug 

   11am 
Holy 
Communion 
Des 

FIFTH 
Sunday  
29th Aug 

Marquee 
Service at 
White’s Field 
Jacky 

11am 
Morning 
service 
Joan 
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READINGS 

 

 
 

 

 Sunday 1st August    Sunday 8th August 

 9th Sunday of Trinity    10th Sunday of Trinity 

 2 Samuel 11: 26 – 12: 13a    2 Samuel 18: 5 – 9, 31 – 33 

 Ephesians 4: 1 – 16     Ephesians 4: 25 – 5: 2 

 John 6: 24 – 35      John 6: 35, 41 - 51 

 

 

 Sunday 15th August     Sunday 22nd August 

 11th Sunday after Trinity     12th Sunday after Trinity 

 1 Kings 2: 10 – 12, 3: 3 – 14    1 Kings 8: [1, 6, 10–11], 22–30, 41–43 

 Ephesians 5: 15 - 20      Ephesians 6: 10 – 20  

 

 

      Sunday 29th August 

      13th Sunday after Trinity 

      Song of Solomon 2: 8 – 13 

      James 1: 17 – end 

      Mark 7: 1 – 8, 15, 21 - 23   
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PRAYERS 
 

‘Prayer is God listening to the whispers of the World’. 

This quote came from a child at St Andrew’s School 

 

Please pray for: 
 

Ben  
Dorothy  

Jane  
Brian  
Kath 
John  
Gill  

Nora  
Eileen  
Monica  
Jenny 
Serena  

 

 

For those who mourn: 

 

Praying for the Sick: A Change of Practice 

Praying for the sick is an important and traditional part of the ministry of the church, 

the practice is rooted in these verses from the Apostle James: 

James 5:14-16 Are any among you sick? They should call for the 

elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them 

with oil in the name of the Lord.  The prayer of faith will save the sick, 

and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins 

will be forgiven.  Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and 

pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous 

is powerful and effective.  

We aim to revive praying for the sick in our church services as they resume a more 

normal pattern. The list will also continue to be published in the parish magazine for 

our personal prayers. First names only will be used.  

In order to keep our prayers for the sick current and relevant, a person will remain 

on the list for 2 months, unless we are specifically requested to keep them on.  

Requests can be given to any of the ministry team or to the Parish Office. Please do 

try and seek the permission of the person to be prayed for before contacting us. 

Lord, comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, we pray. Amen 
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Please Pray For 

The following couples as they prepare to get married in the 

United Parish this month. 

Seb and Toni 31st July 

Chris and Sammi 7th Aug 

Jon and Haley (blessing) 14th Aug 

Suzi and Charlie 21st Aug 

 

And for the babies being baptised this month, and their families: 

Amber 25th July 

Felicity 1st Aug  

Sebastian 8th Aug 

Joel 15th Aug 

Oliver and Evie 15th Aug 

Ivor 22nd Aug 

Sienna 22nd Aug 

Jack 29th Aug 

Teddy 19th Sept 

Harry 19th Sept 

Eva and Daisy 17th Oct 

Hazel 17th Oct 

Toby 14th Nov 
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From the Rector regarding services after 19th July 2021 

Dear United Parish 

I don’t know about you but I’m feeling somewhat conflicted by the removal of the 

Covid-19 legal restrictions. Part of me is joyful about it but another part is concerned 

by the huge increase in the number of daily cases being reported. And so I’m 

proposing a phased approach to lessening the restrictions.  

Please be assured that our first priority will always be to protect the safety of 

everyone in the United Parish.  

As a community in Christ we now need to move forward without the set legal 

restrictions. The Government, and the National Church, have  deemed that Church 

leaders are best placed to know their own communities and environments, and  the 

situations where there will be many people together who do not normally meet and 

the places where they will come together.  

Any place where multiple people can gather is still going to be an area of risk.  

The virus isn’t going away, and even those who have accessed both doses of the 

vaccine may still be at risk from contracting or spreading any variant of Covid-19. 

Those still waiting for a second dose, or who – for whatever reason – have not been 

vaccinated (and we are here to love, not judge) are at greater risk. God calls us to 

love our neighbour as ourselves, to protect the widow and the orphan, and to love 

one another as God loves us.  

The following cautious approach to our services will be taken after the 19th July. This 

will be reviewed and updated for the beginning of September. Please pray for peace 

and wisdom as the country begins the slow process of attaining a degree of the 

normality lost over the past 18 months. 

Face masks while being aware that the law has changed, we, along with many 

other public arenas (such as the GP surgery, hairdressers and smaller capacity 

shops), will continue to ask for face coverings to be worn while you are inside our 

churches and moving around within close proximity of other people. We believe that 

this measure is an important step in safeguarding everyone. 

Hand sanitisers will remain in situ and we ask that you continue to use them as you 

enter and leave the building, and of course at other times that you feel necessary. 

Track and Trace we will no longer ask you to physically sign in but please do use 

the NHS app and the QR code to register your attendance in the church. 

Social distancing this will be left to your own discretion while in church. You will no 

longer be directed to your seat. We must be personally responsible and consider the 

obvious and hidden risks to both ourselves and others. Please be respective of each 
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other’s personal space and ask if someone is comfortable with you sitting close to 

them, offering a handshake or hug - before you move in! 

Congregational Singing will resume behind our facemasks. Initially this will be for 

only one hymn in each service.  

Hymn books and service booklets will be in use and there is no necessity to take 

home with you (but you can if you wish!) 

Sharing the Peace we will continue to share the peace with those around us, 

without moving from our pews. 

Readers and intercessors from the congregation will again be invited to take part 

in our services from September onwards. 

Holy Communion We will continue to offer communion in one kind only and we will 

re-instate coming forward to the altar to receive the sacrament. The priest 

celebrating will take all necessary measures to ensure that this is done as safely as 

possible.  We ask that you wear your face mask as you move around the church. 

Refreshments after a service will begin again in September.  

Daily opening of the Churches once we have checked the insurance situation and 

confirmed our band of volunteers are happy to resume unlocking and locking duties, 

we will open the churches daily again.  

For some of you, it will be disappointing that we not just abandoning all Covid 

measures; for others it will be alarming that we are dropping any of the measures. 

My prayer is that, for the majority, you will be content and reassured with a phased 

return to what we recognise as “normal church” is in place.  

 As Philippians 2:3 reminds us, 'But in humility consider others as more important 

than yourselves'. 

With all blessings 

Jacky 
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The Rector’s Ramble 

(10 miles, by the way!) 

 

 

 

One Year a Rector!! 

 

Thank you to everyone that came and supported me on the Ramble.  

 It was a lovely day.  The weather was perfect for walking: dry but not too hot. 

It was great to see people at each of the churches and to have good              

company to walk alongside. 

We have managed to raise an incredible £735 for the United Parish.  You are 

amazingly generous.  I feel so blessed to be here in this Parish with you all. 

And I humbly apologise for getting my timings confused and setting off from Crowell 

earlier than scheduled. I know it meant that I missed seeing some of you, so sorry! 
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ANDREW’S CHURCH: FUNDRAISING EVENTS 
 

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH: TEA AND CAKE: SUNDAY 27 JUNE: 2-5PM 

St Andrew’s Church hosted a tea and cake stall in front of the church on Sunday 27 June 

from 2-5pm in conjunction with the Chinnor Open Gardens.  Thank you to all who 

supported this event.  Special thank you to Sue Greaves and her merry group of helpers 

who set up and served refreshments.  A grand total of £200 was raised. 
 

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH: FLOWER AND CRAFTS FESTIVAL WITH AFTERNOON 

CREAM TEAS: LIFE’S FOOTSTEPS: SATURDAY 3 – SUNDAY 4 JULY 2021: 1-5PM 

The St Andrew’s Church Flower Guild hosted a flower festival with the theme of “Life’s 

Footsteps” on Saturday 3 July and Sunday 4 July 2021. This was in line with the latest 

government regulations with regard to Covid-19 – with social distancing and wearing of 

masks necessary. 
 

There are a lot of thankyou’s for this successful event:  the flower arrangers who donated 

their flowers and time – all the flower arrangements had shoes in them to depict their 

chosen theme; Sue Greaves and her team in the servery serving up delicious cream teas 

on both afternoons; Brian and Jacky Griffiths for manning the produce stall over both 

afternoons; All the crafters and artists who shared their skills and talents with the visiting 

public; All the bakers and gardeners who donated cakes and plants for the produce stall 

including Rod Thorpe for his delicious preserves; The meeters and greeters manning the 

door as well as the many helpers setting up the gazebos and tables; Lastly but not least 

the visiting public who supported this event. 
 

On Saturday we had Katie Horgan, our Chinnor Churches Go Wild! partner from Berkshire, 

Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust, who led a scavenger hunt and a 

children’s activity on making a bee hotel.  It was wonderful to see so many families support 

this event.  On both afternoons our Rector Rev’d Dr Jacky Barr led a Meditative Walk 

around the churchyard. 
 

A final thank you to the team working in the bell tower with tours of the tower under Covid 

restrictions. 
 

I am pleased to report that a grand total of £1 348.00 was raised over the two afternoons.  

More importantly it was great to meet and chat to the visitors and welcome them into the 

church. The funds raised during the Tea and Cake stall and the Flower and Crafts Festival 

will go towards the future restoration work of St Andrew’s Church.  St Andrew’s Church is 

in the heart of Chinnor and beloved by locals and visitors alike. The building is used by the 

community, for the community.   Lauretta,  St Andrew’s Church Flower Guild 
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ST ANDREW’S CHURCH FLOWER GUILD 

It is with great sadness that one of our very talented flower arrangers, Pauline 

Chittenden, has decided to step down due to personal reasons.  Pauline has been a 

great stalwart as a member of the team participating in various flower festivals, 

Christmas tree festivals and on the annual flower rota at St Andrew’s Church for the 

last eight years.  Her time and talents will be sorely missed. 

The St Andrew’s Church Flower Guild has a number of very competent, talented 

and experienced flower arrangers.  The Guild is available for a full floral service, in 

church as well as outside venues, to include bouquets and buttonholes.  The Flower 

Guild is willing to work around any budget.  If you would like more information about 

what the Flower Guild can offer for your special day, please do not hesitate to 

contact the Flower Guild Coordinator in order to discuss colour, types of flower, 

foliage, and placement.   The Flower Guild are also willing to arrange flowers for 

baptisms, funerals, or any other special occasion in church, as well as for functions 

such as wedding receptions, etc.  

Lauretta Milligan  e-mail : post@milligan.me.uk 
 

 

Pauline next to her arrangement for the 2021 flower festival “Steps to the 18th Hole”. 

mailto:post@milligan.me.uk
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Weddings!!!             

The joy and relief that these lovely people have been finally able to get 

married!  

 

Craig and Lara,  

at St Andrew’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George and Lucy  

at Aston Rowant 
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Ashley and Emily  

at St Andrew’s 

 

 

Kyle and Megan  

at St Andrew’s 

 

 



15 

   Donate to United Parish of Chinnor, Sydenham, Aston Rowant & Crowell     

Website: http://chinnorunitedchurches.co.uk 

FAREWELL: DEPUTY HEADTEACHER, ST ANDREW’S COE 
PRIMARY SCHOOL: MISS BEX STOTT 

 

Congratulations to Miss Bex Stott with her successful appointment as Headteacher 
to St Mary and St John CE Primary School, Oxford. She has been Deputy at St 
Andrew’s for nearly four years. During this time, Bex has been such a support to the 
school, as an inspirational year 6 teacher, passionate leader and part of the 
governing body. Thank you for everything, Bex! 
 

                 

ST ANDREW’S COE PRIMARY SCHOOL: YEAR 6 LEAVERS’ SERVICE 

The Year 6 had a Leavers’ service at St Andrew’s Church on Thursday 15 July with 

special memories by all children in Year 6 with a slide show, plus highlights from 

both Mrs Gerrish and Miss Stott, Year 6 teachers.  Rev’d Jacky Barr closed the 

service with a special prayer for the Year 6’s as they start secondary school. 

     

2021 Year 6’s                 Rev’d Jacky Barr with the special prayer. 
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FOUNDATION GOVERNORS: ST ANDREW’S COE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Working as a Foundation Governor is rewarding and makes a huge difference to the 
school, its pupils and the community.  

For the past 8 years Suzanne Hollick has been a Foundation Governor.  As a 
Foundation Governor her role was to maintain the strong links with St Andrew's 
Church and the school. Suzanne was on the Teaching & Learning Committee, and 
also the governor responsible for Foundation Stage as well as being involved with 
SASA. She has decided to step down at the end of this academic year.   

Rachel Reynolds has very kindly volunteered to take up the vacancy – herewith a 
small introduction:  I have recently been appointed as the new Foundation 
Governor. Prior to this I acted as a parent governor for the last three years. I have 
lived in Chinnor for the last four and a half years with my husband Peter and our 
three children Malachi (7), Naomi (5), and Isaiah (10 months). We moved here from 
Chesham and have felt so blessed and at home in the village. We are members of 
King’s Church Amersham where we have been for the last 11 years. I am looking 
forward to getting involved in my new role as Foundation Governor and continuing to 
support St Andrew’s School, it’s amazing teachers and children.  
 
Lauretta Milligan remains as Foundation Governor with the Rev’d Dr Jacky Barr as 
ex officio Foundation Governor. 

(https://www.oxford.anglican.org/schools/governance/)        

                

Suzanne Hollick         Rachel Reynolds 

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/schools/governance/)
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/schools/governance/)
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Chinnor Churches Go Wild 

Hedgehogs at Bourg’s Meadow 

On the 2nd June 2021, Katie Horgan (Project officer at the Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife 

Trust) lead a ‘hedgehog’ activity at Bourg’s meadow, Great Missenden.  It’s in the centre of 

the village next to the public car park (HP16 9AE).  It is a wild meadow alongside the 

stream.  It has lots of wildlife.  Paul Heath & David Wildman are the main volunteers on the 

site.  They invited Katie to lead a hedgehog session.   
 

The session consisted of three activities: Katie giving a mini-lecture on hedgehogs, the 

placing of a hedgehog nesting box and the placing of a hedgehog tunnel.  Three of us from 

CCGW attended.  There were 16 altogether. 
 

Katie’s lecture (photo on next page) was very detailed but here is a short description: 

➢ There’s been a massive decline in hedgehog numbers.  In the 1950’s there were 

50million but today there are only 1million.   

➢ The massive decline is due to loss of habitat (building, concreting grass areas, 

pesticides) and us strangling their ‘highways’ by blocking fence holes etc. 

➢ They are nocturnal animals with poor eyesight but have great hearing and smell. 

➢ They curl into a tight ball for protection against predators.   

➢ They emerge from hibernation from June onwards, have at least one litter and then 

spend the summer and autumn feeding in preparation for hibernating from 

November.   

➢ They typically travel 2km each night feeding mainly on invertebrates. 
 

Following Katie’s lecture there was an activity to place a previously made hedgehog box in 

the meadow to attract hedgehogs to nest.  A box had been made previously.  A key feature 

was the entrance needs to be 13cm wide.  A box was placed in a corner of the meadow. 
 

The next activity was the placing of a hedgehog tunnel where it was thought there was a 

hedgehog highway.  This was an attempt to capture hedgehog paw prints giving an 

indication of the number and size of hedgehogs in the meadow.  The triangular tunnel is 

shown in the accompanying photograph.  It consists of a central tray with hedgehog food in 

it, pads pasted with carbon black and white A4 paper sheets.  The idea is that hedgehogs 

go into the tunnel to feed and as they come out, their feet are coated with carbon black and 

they make footprints on the A4 paper.  We await the visit of little footprints!! 
 

The reason for including this hedgehog article here is that the United parish hopes to put 

on similar events in the United Parish churchyards (when lockdown ends) so that we can 

get an idea of hedgehog numbers.  Also, many families have hedgehogs in their gardens 

and thus, we will put sessions on for families so they can build hedgehog tunnels in their 

own back-gardens.  Please keep your eyes out for announcements in the Parish 

Magazine.          (Please see photo’s on next page)   

 

Revd Brian Griffiths 
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Scavenger Hunt at St Andrew’s 

What an active summer we are having with hedgehogs, dawn chorus bird song, learning 

about wild area possibilities in our churchyards and identifying wild-flowers and grasses! 

Have you spotted any orchids on your local walks? Now we have just enjoyed the Flower 

Festival and the Scavenger hunt. 

One of “Life’s footsteps” entered a wild- flower meadow beautifully set out on a windowsill 

in St Andrew’s church (see the photo below right)  

As one looked at it one could just imagine stepping on to that green turf, picking out the 

different wildflowers, listening to the hum of the insects and feeling the rough bark. One 

could almost sense a rabbit or a young deer hiding around the corner and a skylark trilling 

away overhead. Thank you, Lauretta, for that. 

On Saturday afternoon we had a Scavenger hunt in the Churchyard organised by Katie 

Hogen.  We had to hunt for various different coloured flowers, which wasn’t that difficult. 

Then feel some rough bark. Another interesting item to locate was lichen –white and 

orange. Gravestones are an ideal habitat for lichen and we have some fine old ones in 

Chinnor. It wasn’t so easy to spot a log pile –a good place for insects and little reptiles to 

hide and for slow worms to bask but it was there! Then we tackled the more difficult things 

– fungi. That took a while!!  Luckily, we didn’t get caught in a shower and found an insect 

on a flower but, oh dear, it was hard to find a web and a butterfly and as for a black and 

yellow insect….  Katie then showed us how to make a “bee hotel “with different sizes and 

shapes of sticks and bamboo. (See photo below left).   A cream tea made a great end to a 

very enjoyable afternoon!!              Gill Skinner. 
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St Andrew’s Church, 
 Chinnor 

5th September 10:30am 
 

Guest speakers: 

Pamela and Ian Gamble 

 

 
 

What is Climate Sunday? 
  

The Climate Sunday initiative is calling on all local churches across Great Britain & Ireland to hold 

a climate-focused service on any Sunday before the Climate Change conference (COP26). As a 

United Parish we have signed The Time is Now petition which is going to be presented at COP26 

on 5th September 2021. 

 
The Time is Now petition: (See next page) 

The time is now to lead the UK towards a healthier, greener, fairer future. Ahead of hosting the United 
Nations climate summit in Glasgow in 2021, we can build back better together if we: 

• Unleash a clean energy revolution that boosts jobs across the UK, making our transport, 
power and housing fit for the future 

• Protect, restore and expand our green and wild spaces; allowing nature to thrive, taking 
carbon from the air and boosting the nation’s health 

• Leave no one behind by increasing support to those most vulnerable to the impacts of climate 
change at home and abroad. 



20 

   Donate to United Parish of Chinnor, Sydenham, Aston Rowant & Crowell     

Website: http://chinnorunitedchurches.co.uk 

 

The Climate Coalition                      The Time is Now  
  

The Green Recovery 
  

The Green and Fair 10 point plan 
  

This important Manifesto is to be presented at the landmark COP26 meeting on 
September 5th. It is felt that we would like to join the many Churches throughout UK 
in signing in support of its recommendations. Therefore, Rev Jacky Barr will be 
signing on behalf of the Parish of Chinnor. 
 

On the 6th October 2020 the Prime Minister confirmed that the Government would take action to 

achieve 40GW of offshore wind by 2030, more than enough to power every home in the UK. This 

was set out as the first point of a 10-point plan for a ‘green industrial revolution’ to put the UK on 

the pathway to net-zero by 2050. The Prime Minister is due to set out the full ten-point plan before 

the end of this year. Leading UK NGOs working on climate change and development set out below 

our own 10 Point Plan for the UK to forge a green and fair recovery from the pandemic and inspire 

the world to follow, ahead of the crucial COP 26 climate summit that the UK will be hosting next 

year. 

 Our Ten Points are as follows: 

1. UK NATIONALLY DETERMINED CONTRIBUTION TO GLOBAL ACTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE:  

Existing pledges from the world’s countries to reduce greenhouse gas emissions put us on course 

for a catastrophic 3°C to 4°C of global heating. To show global leadership as COP 26 President, 

the UK must announce this year a high-ambition UK NDC that is a fair share of the global effort 

needed to limit the temperature rise to 1.5°C, the target set out in the Paris Agreement. It should 

be achieved through domestic action without the use of international credits. Significant support 

must also be provided to developing countries to pursue low carbon development and adapt to the 

impacts of climate change that they are facing. A revised UK long-term strategy is also needed as 

soon as possible to demonstrate how the UK will achieve its NDC commitments. 
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2. GREEN HOMES: 

Build on the Green Homes Grant by implementing the Conservative Manifesto commitment to 

invest £9.2 billion in energy efficiency and provide a further £5.8 billion to support heat pumps 

deployment, during this Parliament. Create a 10 year infrastructure programme to make every 

home in the UK highly energy efficient and install 10 million heat pumps. This should be delivered 

in a way that is sensitive to historic and listed buildings. This can support over 300,000 jobs, 

reduce energy bills, tackle fuel poverty, reduce NHS costs and slash carbon emissions. 

 

3. RENEWABLES: 

Fully decarbonising our power system as quickly as possible is vital for achieving 

the UK’s climate targets across a range of sectors. In addition to committing to a 

phaseout date for domestic fossil fuel extraction across the UK, the Government 

must guarantee that an additional 20GW of offshore wind will be contracted 

through a regular pipeline of auctions over the next 4 years, in order to get 

on track to meeting its 40GW by 2030 target. This must be supported by a 

new process for marine strategic spatial planning to ensure that any energy 

development is compatible with ecological recovery. Support for community 

energy, onshore wind and solar should also be significantly boosted, and all 

renewables development needs to happen in harmony with nature. 

   

      4. ZERO CARBON TRANSPORT: 

 The UK government must build a zero-carbon transport system fit for the 21st century which can 

boost productivity, create jobs, support levelling up, and clean up the air we breathe. Announce 

the phase out of new fossil fuel cars and vans by 2030 and significantly increase investment in 

walking & cycling infrastructure, public transport provision and the electrification of buses and 

trains. 

 

    5. UK NATURE PROTECTION: Nature is a frontline defence against climate impacts, including 

floods, and natural biodiverse ecosystems are more carbon rich and more resilient to climate 

impacts. Governments across the UK should put ambitious nature restoration targets in law. In 

England, delivery should include designating 30% of land and sea to be strongly protected and 

well managed for nature by 2030 and the creation of ambitious Nature Recovery Networks. 

Governments across the UK should increase native woodland cover, restore peatlands, wetlands 

and oceans and create more green space where people live; governments must also end burning 

of unsustainable bio-energy and help farming across the UK to be netzero and nature friendly by 

supporting agro-ecological food production and agro-forestry and introducing measures to 

significantly reduce pesticide and fertiliser application. 

 

    6. INVESTMENT AND FINANCE: 

Set up a Climate Infrastructure Bank to accelerate investment into the net-zero 

carbon economy, with a mandate to support cities and regions in their transition 

and help to level-up the economy. The Treasury should also set out a Climate 

Finance Plan to show how they will finance the net-zero transition. Action is 

also needed to marshall the private finance sector behind net-zero. The sector’s 

global carbon footprint is greater than the territorial carbon footprint of the UK. 

Legislation is needed to ensure that all UK regulated financial institutions adopt 

and implement a strategy by the end of 2021 to meet the Paris Agreement, 

extending across global practices. 
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      7. NET-ZERO TEST:  

The Treasury should set the foundation for a sustainable, resilient and inclusive recovery by 

establishing a new economic test to ensure the UK economic recovery plan, public spending and 

taxation get us on track to net-zero and 1.5°C. Bailouts for business must also be conditional on 

plans and action to align with net-zero and 1.5°C 

    

 8. CLEAN ENERGY FINANCE OVERSEAS: 

The UK must end all public support, both aid and export finance, for fossil fuels 

overseas and support countries instead to leapfrog to renewable and efficient 

energy, and energy access for all. This will ensure the UK’s leadership in reducing 

its domestic emissions and on phasing out coal finance is not undermined by 

locking in further fossil fuel infrastructure overseas, including oil and gas. At the 

same time the UK can improve access to energy and poverty reduction outcomes 

for people living in poverty around the world. 

     

9. SUPPORT IMPACTED COMMUNITIES: 

The UK must show global leadership to ensure there is an urgent and significant 

scale up of financial support to poor and vulnerable countries and communities 

on the frontline of the climate crisis. This means providing new and additional 

finance for climate action in developing countries, not just the allocation from 

the aid budget that the UK has already made. This is needed because of the 

scale of the impacts vulnerable communities face on top of existing poverty and 

development challenges. Urgent attention is also needed to address the neglect 

of gender equality and to ensure significantly more climate finance reaches 

women, who are on the frontlines of the climate crisis. The UK must retain its 

commitment to supporting developing countries to adapt to climate change 

by continuing to spend 50% of UK climate finance on adaptation and by 

championing a new global adaptation finance goal. The Government must also 

lead international efforts to establish new and additional sources of finance for 

loss and damage. 

 

    10.PROTECT & RESTORE ECOSYSTEMS GLOBALLY: 

The UK must be at the forefront of efforts to halt and rapidly reverse the 

decline of biodiversity and nature globally, given nature’s vital role in limiting 

catastrophic climate change and ensuring our future generations’ ability to 

produce food, to have enough water, to remain healthy, and to thrive. 

The UK can lead the way by pushing for an ambitious and comprehensive 

Global Biodiversity Framework to restore habitats and species, supported 

by action plans, at COP15 of the Convention on Biological Diversity and at 

the final round of negotiations for a Global Ocean Treaty in 2021, and by 

introducing due diligence legislation to ensure commodities are only imported 

to the UK that are produced sustainably and do not drive deforestation, 

conversion of other ecosystems or human rights abuses. 
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Rough Around the Edges and Chilterns Orchards 

 

June and July have been busy, especially with a continued focus on surveys, school activities and 
flower festivals. To say nothing of counting butterflies and meeting potential new groups. I’ve been 
out and about quite a lot, meeting with and supporting around 100 people through the different 
activities – and that’s just me. All of the community groups have had their own activities as well, 
working with their local volunteers. 
 
The survey training that we started in April has really taken off with some community groups. 

Donkey Lane Community Orchard have now set up a team of volunteers who have taken on the 

site monitoring. At the last count, they recorded over 70 different plant species at the site. This is 

incredible given that only a couple of years ago the orchard was swamped with brambles and 

nettles and shows how opening up some space allows other plants to come through. 

Staying with Donkey Lane, Sam Johanssen (Heritage Officer for Chalk, Cherries and Chairs) had 

a look at the bricks the group found last month when they were clearing the ground for a new 

entrance to the site. We were hoping that perhaps these bricks marked the line of a path or even a 

house wall, but Sam confirmed that they were, sadly, just a pile of bricks. That did at least make 

life a little easier for creating the new entrance and it is still evidence of the people who once lived 

at the site, leaving their legacy with the orchard trees. 

While much of the survey effort has focussed on plants, on the first day of July we had a butterfly 

walk and talk delivered by Adrian Hickman – a real butterfly expert (and moths, grasshoppers, 

crickets, and dragonflies!). Adrian came over to Coleshill Common, joined by 9 people from across 

the RATE community groups, and led us gently through how and why to survey for butterflies. One 

reason is that they are ‘indicator’ species. This means the number and type of butterfly species 

you have at a site can give a good idea of the quality of the site. Butterflies are ideal for this as we 

have a small number of butterflies in Britain, and they are mostly easy to identify. Although I had 

thought we would need quite a large area to walk through, I think we only moved about 20m for 

the whole session! A good indication of how much everyone was enjoying spotting butterflies and 

other beasts, as well as benefitting from Adrian’s knowledge. We finished with a list of 10 

butterflies and moths, including Purple Hairstreak. 

 
One other project to mention is Widmer End Community Combined School. They have been 

involved since the beginning of the project and have created a new pond with wildlife habitats as 

well as creating a wonderful outdoor classroom from a rather neglected area of woodland in their 
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grounds. I was finally able to spend a little time with the Year 3 pupils who have done so much of 

the work. We spent a slightly chilly and damp afternoon counting flowers and bees, with the pupils 

showing me the outdoor classroom and how much they know about pollination. 

 

It’s been great to be out supporting groups and activities – the next big thing for me will be the 

Chalk, Cherries and Chairs Chilterns Celebration from 1-8 August. 

If you’d like to do your bit for pollinators, July 12-18 has been Bees’ Needs Week. It’s a little late 

but you can still find information on how to help bees on the website – after all, they need help all 

year round:  https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/bees-needs/ 

 
The Big Butterfly Count, which takes 10 minutes in the back garden - or wherever else you 

would like to do it - started on 16th July and runs to 8th August. It’s a great way to start recording 

butterflies, complete with app:  https://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/ 

 
You can also find information about the year round UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme here:  

https://ukbms.org/ 

 
For more information about the Chilterns Celebration, follow this link:  
https://www.chilternsaonb.org/ccc-fest.html 
 

Finally, have a look at BBOWT’s Nature Recovery Map, helping us to show we are working 

towards our vision of seeing more nature everywhere. We are doing this through our new ‘Nature 

Recovery Network’ (NRN), and the work you do locally, supported by BBOWT through Rough 

Around the Edges is very much a part of that vision.  https://www.bbowt.org.uk/nature-recovery-

map 

 

   
Coleshill Butterfly Survey    Katie, Brian & Jo at the St Andrew’s Flower Festival 
    

       

 

https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/bees-needs/
https://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/
https://ukbms.org/
https://www.chilternsaonb.org/ccc-fest.html
https://www.bbowt.org.uk/nature-recovery-map
https://www.bbowt.org.uk/nature-recovery-map
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The Queens Garden, Sydenham 

          

 

************************************* 

CROWELL CHURCHYARD IS LOOKING SPIC & SPAN AGAIN ….. 

 
The Churchwardens of Crowell Church would like to say a very big thankyou to 

Jeremy, Tom & Steve who have assisted the Churchwardens in getting the 

churchyard at Crowell back to pre-Covid standards.  Without their help we would 

have been in a ‘bit of a pickle’ for many more months.  Our ‘Rough Around the 

Edges’ of the Crowell Car Park have been admired and appreciated by the local 

villagers and visiting walkers for the diversity of wildlife they have seen. 

 

      
              Pyramid orchid  Public footpath           East wall grass area 
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Saturday 11th September 2021 

OHCT are delighted that we will be able to hold a Ride + Stride event this year. Every aspect 

will be within current government guidelines every step of the way, but the restrictions mean 

the event will look and feel a little different this year. 

Further information will be posted here before the event – so please keep checking in. 

https://ohct.org.uk/ride-and-stride/ 
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One of natures’ wonders! 
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A bee, a Daisy and a Clover for you to colour 

  

 

 

Beginning Post-Covid weeding and trimming in the Rainbow Garden at Crowell 
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The United Parish of Chinnor, 

Sydenham, Aston Rowant and Crowell 
 

SAFEGUARDING 

A copy of the Safeguarding Policy of the United Parish can be found on our website 

www.chinnorunitedchurches.co.uk or can be obtained from the Parish Office 01844 

352472, csarc@btinternet.com.  The United Parish Policy and a House of Bishops 

Safeguarding Policy poster are displayed on all four church notice boards. 

The care and protection of children, young people and adults involved in church 

activities is the responsibility of everyone who participates in the life of the church 

therefore, 

If you are concerned that you or someone else are at risk of or is being abused or 

you have concerns that someone is presenting a risk to others, then please seek 

advice from the Diocesan Safeguarding on 01865 208290 

 

Parish Safeguarding Officer                VACANT 

 

If the matter is of immediate danger, then contact the police on 999 

without delay. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.chinnorunitedchurches/
mailto:csarc@btinternet.com
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ONE OF THESE NUMBERS COULD SAVE SOMEONE’S LIFE. 

 

Childline:  0800 1111 

Samaritans:   116 123 

Domestic Violence Hotline: 0808 2000 247 

Mind:  0300 123 3393 

Age UK: 0800 169 6565 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The United Parish clergy team are also available for anyone to 
contact (by phone or email). 

We are here for the whole community,  
not only the regular church goers. 

 
Jacky 07769 825 305 – revd.jackybarr@gmail.com 

Margaret 01844 281 042 – margaret.poole@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Joan 01844 353 404 – ddeval@hotmail.co.uk 

Brian 01844 355 953 – brianjgriffiths@yahoo.co.uk 

Des 01844 355 945 – desfoote@btinternet.com 
 

mailto:revd.jackybarr@gmail.com
mailto:margaret.poole@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:ddeval@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:brianjgriffiths@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:desfoote@btinternet.com
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Parish Office 

 
For all enquiries concerning baptism, confirmation and matrimony  

please contact the Parish Office. 

 

Rector: Revd Dr Jacky Barr 

Parish Office:  Tricia Prescott 

St Andrew’s Church, Chinnor, OX39 4PG 

01844 352472 - csarc@btinternet.com 

 

Opening Hours:  

Monday  Closed 

Tuesday  1.30 – 3.30pm 

Wednesday 1.30 – 3.30pm 

Thursday  1.20 – 3.30pm 

Friday  Closed 

 
The best way of contacting the parish office is by emailing: csarc@btinternet.com 

 

Parish Magazine: 
Editor:  Maggs Warman 

Submissions should be emailed to csarcmags@btinternet.com 

DEADLINE September Magazine 21st August  

 

 

The churchwarden’s contact details 

St Andrew’s, Chinnor    St Peter & St Paul, Aston Rowant 

Pat Haywood  01844 352007  Jeremy Wilcock        01844 761119 

       Richard Boarder        07795 681263  

 

St Mary’s, Sydenham    Nativity of B.V.M. Crowell 

Roy Harrison  01844 353887  Andy Warman        01844 351909  

Fiona Kermack 01844 352990  Maggs Warman        01844 351909 

 

 

mailto:csarc@btinternet.com
mailto:csarc@btinternet.com
mailto:csarcmags@btinternet.com

