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SUNDAY SERVICES JANUARY 2022
January
2022

ST PETER AND
ST PAUL’S,
Aston Rowant

ST ANDREW’S,
Chinnor

ST MARY’S,
Sydenham

FIRST
SUNDAY

4pm
Evening Prayer

1030am
Holy
Communion

9am
Holy Communion
BCP

SECOND
SUNDAY
9th Jan
Epiphany

900am
Holy
Communion

1030am
All age Worship

THIRD
SUNDAY
16th Jan

900am
Morning Prayer

1030am
Holy
Communion

FOURTH
SUNDAY
23rd Jan

900am
Holy
Communion

1030am
Holy
Communion

BVM,
Crowell

2nd Jan

Fifth
Sunday
30th Jan

4pm
Evening Prayer +
Holy communion

4pm
Christingle

4pm
Evening Prayer

United Parish service
1030am St Andrew’s
Full team

It is now mandatory to wear a mask in church (unless exempt) and further
Covid security may be needed. Services may be subject to last minute
changes.

No Soul Space in January. Next one will be 6th February
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PASTORAL LETTER
Well hello dear reader – greetings, hope you are well.
We’re in the season of Epiphany. Epiphany has as its emphasis light shining in
the darkness, and reminds us of our hope that life is renewed, that revelation and
growth and new beginnings loom on the horizon, that new roads appear up ahead,
new roads that will take us, if we choose to let them, into new adventures, new
challenges, new opportunities, to be the persons God wants us to be. This is why
Epiphany celebrates the visit of the Magi to Jesus.
It is thought the Magi came from Babylon which is 400 miles from Bethlehem. It
would have taken them some two or three weeks by camel, out on their own
following the star as it wandered ahead this way and then that. We assume that
since they followed the star, they travelled by night. Wow – what faith and what an
adventure? – Surely the adventure of their lives? They believed that human destiny
was written in the stars, and though they were learned men of their day, we would
consider many of their notions superstitious today. However, if I asked people what
their astrological sign was, I bet the majority would say they knew. Nonetheless, the
wise men agreed upon one thing (as many of us do) – they believed that human
events were influenced by a power beyond this world and was Jesus, the baby they
had come to worship. I find this so encouraging in my own walk of faith, that the
God whose hand they held to guide them, guides us too.
Like the Magi, each of us has a new road ahead in the new year. It’s another
road, a different road than any we’ve travelled before. As we step down that road,
not knowing what we may find, not knowing exactly where we’re going, we can be
comforted in knowing that for sure, the light goes with us, leading us, guiding us,
showing us the way, just like the Magi – guided by the light of the star.
Mrs Minnie Haskins wrote a poem in 1908 which I think encapsulates the above.
It was famously quoted by George VI at the end of his 1939 Christmas message to
the nation (first year of the war). It goes as follows: ‘And I said to the man who
stood at the gate of the year: “Give me a light that I may tread safely into the
unknown.” And he replied: “Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the
Hand of God. That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.”
So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night. And He led
me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone East.’ He finished by saying
“May that Almighty Hand guide and uphold us all”.

A happy new year to you all from Revd Brian Griffiths.
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READINGS

Sunday 2nd January
Naming & Circumcision of Jesus
Numbers 6: 22 – end
Galatians 4: 4 – 7
Luke 2: 15 – 21

Sunday 9th January
Baptism of Christ
Isaiah 43: 1 - 7
Acts 8: 14 - 17
Luke 3: 15 – 17, 21 – 22

Sunday 16th January
2nd Sunday of Epiphany
Isaiah 62: 1 – 5
1 Corinthians 12: 1 – 11
John 2: 1 – 11

Sunday 23rd January
3rd Sunday of Epiphany
Nehemiah 8: 1 – 3, 5 – 6, 8 - 10
1 Corinthians 12: 12 – 31a
Luke 4: 14 – 21

Sunday 30th January
4th Sunday of Epiphany
Ezekiel 43: 27 – 44.4
1 Corinthians 13
Luke 2: 22 - 40

5
Donate to United Parish of Chinnor, Sydenham, Aston Rowant & Crowell

Website: http://chinnorunitedchurches.co.uk

PRAYERS
‘Prayer is God listening to the whispers of the World’.
This quote came from a child at St Andrew’s School
Please pray for:

For those who
mourn:

Ann
Brian
Lizzie
Jane

Eileen Ewens

St Andrew’s School
Mill Lane School
Aston Rowant School
All the children and their
families of the Parish
Hempton Field care home

Parish Prayer Link
If you would like prayers offered for yourself, someone you know
or a situation you are aware of then please let the co-ordinators of
our Parish Prayer Link know.
Contact Brian and Gill Skinner by email or phone:
bandgskinner@gmail.com or 01844 353504.
Your request will be handled with utmost sensitivity and discretion.
And if you would like to become one of the prayer link members then please get in
touch with Jacky.
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Music at St Andrew’s, Chinnor

At long last we shall be back with a recital - on Sunday 30th January at 6.30pm following a long covid pause. Julian Godlee (bass) and Nicholas Robinson (piano)
will be presenting a song recital of Music for Love and Loss, two much-loved
cycles by Finzi and Schumann. There will also be songs by Purcell, Vivaldi and
Michel Legrand. The Finzi cycle Let Us Garlands Bring is a setting of five
Shakespeare poems, and the Schumann Dichterliebe an unrivalled setting of
sixteen poems by Heinrich Heine.
Julian Godlee, recently retired as a GP in St Albans, is now relishing time to return
to his primary enthusiasm as a singer. Julian was head chorister at King’s College,
Cambridge under Sir David Willcocks, soloist in the Elgar Cello Concerto while at
school, studied singing with Sir Peter Pears, has sung with the Taverner Consort
under Andrew Parrott and the Academy of St Martin in the Fields directed by Sir
Neville Mariner amongst other groups. He has made over 20 CDs and performs
frequently in oratorio and solo recitals. Operatic roles have included the title role in
Purcell’s King Arthur, Osmin in Mozart’s Il Seraglio, and the Commendatore in Don
Giovanni. Nicholas Robinson, pianist, organist, conductor and Musical Director of
the chamber choir Mosaic, was a chorister at St Georges’ Chapel, Windsor, a
scholar at the Royal Academy of Music, teaches at Wycombe Abbey School, and is
Director of Music at St Peter’s Church in St Albans in addition to pursuing a career
as a freelance conductor and accompanist.
Do come and join us at what will certainly be an evening of rewarding music making.
There are no charges for admission. The recital will last for one hour and there will
be a collection to assist with expenses.
Graham Smallbone
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Thursday Mornings at St Andrew’s
Mid-Week Holy Communion
& Baby and Toddler group
10am Holy Communion
A quiet, reflective service with no sermon or
hymns. A time to focus fully on the gift of Holy
Communion and enter the mystery of the
Sacrament. This will be followed by tea, coffee,
biscuits, and a natter.

11.00am Starboddlers (baby+toddler group)
This is a fun and action packed session for
babies, toddlers and their carers We use
actions to tell Bible stories, we sing songs
(we are sure Mr Cow will be a firm favourite
again), we say a prayer, we ring the church
bell. It’s a friendly welcoming space to meet
other families.

N.B. The everchanging coronavirus situation could mean these sessions
may not always run.
Please check with Margaret Poole for Chooseday Church and Rev’d Jacky for
Starboddlers.
8
Donate to United Parish of Chinnor, Sydenham, Aston Rowant & Crowell

Website: http://chinnorunitedchurches.co.uk

Children’s Ministry
Here are the dates for the Spring Term 2022 for Chooseday Church - all Tuesdays
of course! We are hoping - all being well and current circumstances allowing - to
start off the New Year with a Christingle Service open to all, children and adults, all
welcome. Come for a cuppa and light refreshments from 3.00 p.m. before joining the
service, which will finish by approximately 4.00 p.m. Look out for any notifications of
change to these plans.
We have had a great start to the 21/22 year and thank you to all our old and new
families for supporting us - we currently have 19 children on the register. New
families always welcome.

Dates For your Diary
Chooseday Church

Starboddlers

18 January
25th January
1st February
8th February
15th February

20th January
27th January
3rd February
10th February
17th February

Half-Term Break
8th March
15th March
22nd March
29th March
5th April

10th March
17th March
24th March
31st March
7th April

th

N.B. The everchanging coronavirus situation could mean these sessions
may not always run.
Please check with Margaret Poole for Chooseday Church and Rev’d Jacky for
Starboddlers.
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St Andrew’s new Churchwarden

We are delighted to welcome Robert Pegg as Churchwarden of St Andrew’s.
After the service on Sunday 12th December we held a special meeting of
Parishioners and Robert was unanimously voted as church warden and Rev’d Jacky
was then able to admit him to the office of Churchwarden on behalf of the Bishop.
We are all very grateful to Robert for stepping forward for this key role in the life of
the church and we are all looking forward to working with him!
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COMMEMORATION OF THE DEPARTED
(31 October 2021)
st
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Here is an interesting way of praying that you may not have come across
before: imagining a conversation with Jesus as a way of finding the
deeper parts of yourself.
The ‘I’ in the text is you by the way!
With thanks to Inge Wilson and Judith Irving. Team Members at St Beuno’s Jesuit Spirituality
Centre.
‘We might see a Cezanne still life in a momentary glance

at our own kitchen table. When a summer breeze blows
through an open window, we might recall one of the
hundreds of annunciations painters have given us,
reminding us that it is the habit of angels to visit in
moments of silence.’ Thomas Moore

Still Life in my Home
‘Come and see where I live’
Introduction
At the start of John’s gospel two of John’s disciples ask to see the place where Jesus
was staying. ‘Come and see’, he says. (John1:35-39). In this prayer, I ask Jesus to be with
me in the place whereI am staying. ‘Come and see’, I say to Jesus.
In the same way that I can be tempted to skim over a well-known gospel passage or a
familiar psalm,I might have become so used to my surroundings that I barely notice them.
In this prayer, I seek to encounter Jesus afresh in the ordinariness of my surroundings; not
by setting up a still-life as an artist might do but by simply noticing and being with things
as they are.
Instead of reading scripture, I am ‘reading’ the space where I live. I do so with a
listening heart. I trustthat God is alive and active in all things and can speak in and through
my surroundings during this Covid-19 lockdown.
If nothing much happens, I simply sit with what I see and trust that Jesus is my
companion as I look.
Prayer
Without thinking too hard about it, I find a spot somewhere in my home (or
garden if I haveone); or even sit down where I am and get comfortable. I take time
to grow still.
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I listen out for sounds far away. After a time, I focus on sounds close by.
Finally, I listen to thesound of my own breathing. I give thanks for the life within
me.
How am I? I choose three feeling words that describe me in this moment.
I imagine God with me, looking at me, loving me exactly as I am. What
might God want forme in this moment? What do I want? I tell God.
Now I look gently at what is around me. I notice colours, shapes, lines,
patterns and textures.I notice how light falls over and onto what I see, the shadows
this creates, the spaces in between things, the sense of movement, stillness and
contrast. I just let my eyes roam for a while.
I continue to ‘roam’ until something catches my eye; even from the corner of
my eye. Whatstrikes me? What ‘detail’ of my surroundings is calling for my
attention?
I stay with what catches my attention. I ‘frame’ it, like a picture, letting go
of other thingsaround it. I let my gaze linger with it; savouring and giving thanks
for it.
I imagine Jesus joins me and together we look closely at my ‘framed picture’.
We savour it together.
As we continue to look at it, which part draws me in further? Is there a part that
is particularlyabsorbing my attention? I explore it. What words would describe it?
Is there a part I am less keen to look at? I notice that, without judgement. I let
Jesus hold or touch this. I tell Jesus what I notice.
I listen as he tells me what he sees and what he says about it.
I imagine my ‘framed picture’ speaks to me. What does it say? Maybe one part
speaks to another.
I talk with Jesus about what is arising in me and share any thoughts, feelings,
memories, stories,songs, words, (day)dreams that have surfaced. I listen to what
Jesus says.
I draw my imaginings to a close, giving thanks for what I have experienced. I
bring myself backto the wider room / garden. After a little time, I reflect with some
of the questions below.
At the end of my prayer I might reflect over a cup of tea asking these
questions:
•
What stays with me?
•
What do I want to give thanks for?
•
What might God be saying to me?
•
How do I want to respond?
• What words describe my prayer?
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Aston Rowant Church Repairs --- Making Progress
After a disappointingly slow start things are now moving forward on our big repair job at St Peter
and St Pauls. The builders work, repairs to the gutters and soffits, are now completed and the
stone masons have made good progress replacing or repairing damaged stone work.

Stone Mason at work

By the time you read this we expect that the repairs to the brickwork in the drainage gully that runs
round the church, essential to keep the foundations dry, will have been completed. Also the
internal work on the porch should be well underway. You will be pleased to hear that we are
within budget for this work.
When the work is completed our 1000 year old church should be back in good order thanks to our
generous donors.
Jeremy Wilcock
Richard Boarder

St Peter and St Pauls in the Christmas Snow
Last year we asked for pictures of Aston Rowant Church in the winter for possible use as
Christmas cards. We received copies of these paintings, from Nigel and Yasmin Hunt of Kingston
Blount, which unfortunately did not meet the printer’s high-resolution requirements but I thought
you might like to see them anyway.
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ST ANDREW’S CHURCH: CHRISTMAS MARKET:
SATURDAY 27 NOVEMBER: 10AM-12 NOON
Thank you to all who donated towards the Christmas market. Thank you to all the stall
holders and volunteers – too numerous to mention - who manned the various
stalls. Thank you to all the visitors to the Christmas market – in spite of the cold and
wintery conditions. Special thank you to Father Christmas (Nigel) and to the horse and
carriage outside church driven by Tricia. A grant total of £1,265 was raised (this is separate
to the amount raised at the lych gate by the clergy team).
Fundraising for the work and mission of St Andrew’s Church
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ST ANDREW’S CHURCH: CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL:
“THE SHOW MUST GO ON”: SATURDAY 4 – SUNDAY 12 DECEMBER 2021
The 2021’s theme was ”The Show Must Go On” emphasizing the link with
pantomimes and musicals. This was an opportunity for individuals and
organisations to be part of a spectacular display within our beautiful medieval church
by decorating a Christmas tree. The response was amazing and we had 29
displays from the serious to the comical. A big thank you to all participants who
decorated their trees so beautifully.
During the festival, especially over the weekends, there was a programme of
entertainment and a special thank you to all who participated in this. Thank you to
the Christmas Tree Festival Committee in working so hard before and during the
festival whilst coping with the challenges of the pandemic. Lastly thank you to all
the visitors – young and old, local and from afar - who visited the festival and
enjoyed wondering through the forest of decorated trees while soaking up the festive
atmosphere.
All monies raised during the festival are in aid of the restoration of St Andrew’s
church.

The Greatest Show

The Snow Queen
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Chinnor Christian Aid

The Stick Man

C. C. Church

Disney

Chinnor R.B.L Drum Ceremony
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SYDENHAM CHRISTMAS FAYRE

But best of all ……..
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YUMMY, YUMMY, YUMMY
************************************

ASTON ROWANT CHRISTINGLE SERVICE

From paintings by Shirley Higman. She lived in St Columb in Cornwall and painted these from a photograph some 35
years ago.
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
A big thank you to all who helped with our shoes boxes this year.
We were able to send 135 wrapped and filled boxes for children abroad,
who will probably not receive any other Christmas presents this year.

Well done to everyone involved.
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The Friends of St Andrew’s Church, Chinnor
ST ANDREW’S CHURCH
On our skyline for over eight hundred years
It’s our shared heritage

Now here is your chance to make sure it stays there for another eight hundred
years..

May God richly bless you, keeping you safely in the palm of his hand and may
you return from your visit to our church enriched and refreshed.

Please fill in the form on the next page and return it to:
Friends of St Andrew’s Church, Chinnor
St Andrew’s Church, Church Road, Chinnor OX39 4PG
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Join us now
THE FRIENDS PURPOSE
The land on which the Church is built is said to have been a holy site since Saxon
times. The earliest evidence of a church building on the site is from the 13th
Century. Since then St Andrew’s Church has been a centre of Christian worship.
The aim of the Friends is to encourage the people of Chinnor – as well as those who
have lived here in the past and have affection for our lovely and historic Church – to
help preserve the fabric of the building for future generations. The Church building
is, after all, available to all within the parish, whether worshippers or not. Our
Church, a Grade I listed building, is part of our historical heritage in Chinnor, and as
such must be maintained and preserved.
Why Become a Friend
As a Friend you will be contributing to the preservation of this important part of our
local heritage.
You will receive a regular newsletter and our annual accounts plus invitations to any
special events.
All funds are to be used for the upkeep of this building and its contents.
Will you join us?

A one-off payment of £100 entitles you to become a Life Member. If you wish to
become a Friend, please complete the appended membership form and return the
form to the Treasurer.
You can also use the form to make a donation if you wish. Please delete as
appropriate.
If you are willing to make a Gift Aid Declaration, please also complete the righthand
form and return both sections of the form to the Treasurer.
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Membership / Donation* Form
(* Please delete as appropriate)

Name
______________________
Address
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
Post Code
_________________________
Telephone
_________________________

Email _________________________

Amount :
£15 per person : Annual subscription (January – December)
£100 per person : Life Membership
Please make cheques payable to: “Friends of St Andrew’s Church, Chinnor”.
Alternatively, you can make a direct payment to the Friends’ bank account as follows:
• Bank: Barclays
• Account Name: Friends of St Andrew’s Church, Chinnor
• Sort Code: 200384
• Account No.: 43467929
Gift Aid Declaration
Name
_________________________
Address
_________________________
_________________________
Post Code
_________________________
Date
_________________________
Please treat my payment as a Gift Aid Donation to the Friends of St Andrew’s Church
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Fame at last! Here is an article that appeared in the Oxford Mail 3rd December
2021 – this is a well-deserved and true reflection of all the hard work of the Chinnor
Churches go Wild group.

Going wild at church
Pete Hughes of the Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust (BBOWT) meets a group of
wildlife worshippers who are members of Team Wilder.
SWIFTS are nesting in the bell towers, grass snakes slither around the graveyards and
bees buzz around the yew trees.
These are the churches of Chinnor, Sydenham, Aston Rowant and Crowell, where the wild
congregation crawl, scuttle and literally flock to worship.
Churchyards are often good places for wildlife such as bats, butterflies and beetles, but the
sacred spaces in this quintet of sleepy South Oxfordshire villages are especially so.
It's all thanks to a band of dedicated volunteers who decided to go wild.
The Chinnor Churches Go Wild! volunteers across the five parishes carry out regular plant
surveys, have created reptile and amphibian habitat and installed helpful hedgehog boxes.
The team has been going for years, but in 2019 the Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust
(BBOWT) started working with them to give them some expert skills and make their work
even more effective.
Along with experts from the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology (CEH) in Wallingford,
BBOWT has given the volunteers training in plant, pollinator and butterfly surveying and
plant identification. They’ve also helped change the grass mowing at churchyards to leave
areas of longer grass and wildflowers, which are fantastic wildlife havens.
The volunteers have gained confidence and have also engaged with other groups, for
example with Prestwood Nature for support to run a hedgehog survey, with Greening
Chinnor, and with Mill Lane Community Garden to link activities and support one another.
The Go Wild! project also now puts on community events for families, which have included
a dawn chorus walk, a moth night, scavenger hunts, bee-home-making sessions and
online talks.
They have regular articles in the parish magazine and are growing support for their
activities among the congregation and wider community.
A BBOWT survey found that sitting and observing nature has mental health benefits,
encouraging the project team to create more spaces to be quiet and immersed in the world
of the wildlife around them.
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Wild-flowers and areas of long grass have increased and although there aren’t yet detailed
records, slow worms, grass snakes, swifts, bats, hedgehogs, several butterfly and bee
species have all been seen in the various churchyards.
BBOWT has worked with the group through its Lottery-funded Rough Around the Edges
project, which works with villagers in Chinnor and neighbouring villages to help wildlife in
the area.
The churchyard work is partly overseen by united parish rector Jackie Barr and partly by
BBOWT Project Officer Katie Horgan.
It's also a great example of the kind of simple action for wildlife that BBOWT hopes to
encourage with its new nature initiative - Team Wilder.
The idea is that everyone everywhere can take small actions to help wildlife and also help
tackle climate change. If we all do our bit, we can achieve a much wilder landscape with
more nature everywhere.
The Trust can provide expert advice, support and resources to make your work the most
effective it can be. It's the first time that all the grassroots environmental action in our three
counties has been brought together under one umbrella.
You can join Team Wilder and log your action for nature on BBOWT’s new interactive
online jigsaw map. By doing so, you can be part of the solution to the climate and nature
crisis, and every action is an important part of the puzzle.
BBOWT hopes the jigsaw map will inspire more people than ever to take small - or big actions for nature, and also help to make all this work even more effective.
We know that, in order to tackle climate change, we will need to restore huge parts of the
natural world, and even small actions contribute to wider change.
The Chinnor Churches Go Wild! project is exactly the kind of work we want to see and can
help with.
To find out more about Team Wilder, the kind of actions you can take to help wildlife, and
to add your jigsaw puzzle piece to our wilder map, go to bbowt.org.uk/teamwilder
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GOING WILD COLOURING TIME

Hedgehogs

Butterfly
26
Donate to United Parish of Chinnor, Sydenham, Aston Rowant & Crowell

Website: http://chinnorunitedchurches.co.uk

An Ancient Prayer from Glastonbury Abbey

Give me a good digestion, Lord
And something to digest,
Give me a healthy body, Lord
With sense to keep it at its best.
Give me a healthy mind, O Lord,
Go keep the good and pure in sight,
Which seeing wrong is not appalled
But finds a way to put it right.
Give me a mind that is not bored,
That does not whimper, whine or sigh,
Don’t let me worry overmuch,
About that fussy thing called ‘I’.
Give me a sense of humour, Lord,
Give me the grace to see a joke,
Go get some happiness from life
And pass it on to other folk. Amen.
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Book Reviews
So Loved – 26 words that can change your life by Martin Saltar, IVP £5.99
Here's an astonishing claim. John 3:16 appears on everything from fridge magnets to sports stars'
faces. But what does it actually mean? And how does it relate to you and me?
With warmth, personal stories and humour, the author explains God's love, His Son, His sacrifice,
and the all-important connection with us today. This is an invitation for anyone to dive straight in
and take the first step in an exciting, life-transforming journey of faith.

The Money Mentor – getting to grips with your finances by Ashley Carter, IVP, £8.99
‘If only I could manage my money better.' Many of us feel that.

Author Ash Carter looks at the nuts and bolts of our daily financial decisions and shows us how
such decisions can best serve God's greater purposes.
We find a godly yet simple model of Christian money management that we can adapt for our own
purposes, an accessible, step-by-step guide to establishing good practices.
Whether you have lots of money or lots of debt, this book will help you to honour God with the
money He has given you.

A Little Bit of Faith – hopeful affirmations for every day of the year
by Katie Piper, SPCK, £11.99
Much loved TV presenter and charity campaigner Katie Piper offers hopeful and encouraging daily
affirmations for the entire year, showing that A Little Bit of Faith can take you a long way.
Katie Piper encourages us to see that heartbreak and hardship can become fuel for your fight.
Whatever life has thrown at you lately, you can fall countless times and still get back up again – all
you need is a little bit of faith.
Full of hope and warmth, this lovely daily devotional draws on Katie’s own faith to show how
spirituality has brought greater confidence and meaning to her life.

Irrepressible – 12 principles for a courageous, resilient and fulfilling life
by Cathy Madavan, SPCK, £7.49
This book contains practical wisdom for living. Full of memorable principles, stories and selfreflection opportunities, it will develop capacity, courage and confidence in the face of life’s
opportunities and challenges.
Why do some people seem to throw themselves into every opportunity, bouncing back from every
setback? Is this irrepressible spirit just for the hyper-motivated? How do the rest of us live
courageously, and develop resilience?
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Baroness Cox – eyewitness to a broken world - 2nd edition
by Lela Gilbert, Monarch, £12.99
Baroness Cox of Queensbury was appointed a Life Peer in 1982. A former deputy speaker of the
House of Lords, she is a tireless advocate for international human rights.
She visits the most forgotten people in the world – often in highly dangerous conditions – to carry
their stories of abuse and persecution back to the West. She has risked her life many times while
taking aid to war victims in Armenia, Myanmar, Nigeria, Sudan and South Sudan, and Syria.
Honorary Vice President of the Royal College of Nursing, Honorary Fellow of the Royal College of
Surgeons, recipient of the Wilberforce Award and of the Commander Cross of the Order of Merit of
the Republic of Poland, she has also received honorary degrees from universities on three
continents. Her motivation is profoundly Christian: “Faith without deeds is dead; love without action
is dead.”

Doing Time – a spiritual survival guide
by Jonathan Aitken and Edward Smyth, Lion Books, £6.99
Jonathan Aitken and Edward Smyth both experienced a dramatic fall from grace. Each of them
found themselves removed from their homes and loved ones, locked up in prison and having to
deal with the fallout of their actions. However, in the middle of their lowest point they discovered
something life changing. God hadn’t forgotten about them.
Doing Time offers encouragement and advice on how to survive and even make the most of life
inside prison. Offering the sort of practical and spiritual wisdom that only comes from personal
experience, it shows that it is never too late for God to help us find a new way forward in our lives
.
Lost in Wonder by Steve Morris, Authentic, £9.99
Have you lost your sense of wonder? In an age of fake news and mistrust of big narratives, the
idea that there is a God-given sense of almost childish wonder available is a revolutionary thought.
We are still yearning for wonder today, but maybe we are just looking for it in the wrong places.
Steve Morris invites us to look again at the world and discover the wonder in the everyday.
Understand why wonder can be a way of life rather than a fleeting feeling and learn how it has the
potential to transform our lives, our churches and our communities.

The BRF Book of 365 Bible Reflections
Compiled by Karen Laister and Olivia Warburton, BRF, £14.99
This special anniversary collection is a celebration of the Bible for BRF’s centenary year of 2022.
Bringing together a fantastically wide-ranging writing team of authors, supporters and well-wishers
from all areas of BRF’s work, this resource is designed to help us go deeper into the story of the
Bible and reflect on how we can share it in our everyday lives.

The Freedom of Self-Forgetfulness – the path to true Christian joy
By Timothy Keller, 10Publishing, £2.99
In an age where pleasing people, puffing up your ego and building your résumé are seen as the
methods to ‘make it’, the Apostle Paul calls us to find true rest in blessed self–forgetfulness.
This short and punchy book shows that gospel–humility means we can stop connecting every
experience, every conversation with ourselves and can thus be free from self–condemnation. A
truly gospel-humble person is not a self-hating person or a self-loving person, but a self-forgetful
person.
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2022
“I Know the Plans I Have for You” (A women led, global, ecumenical movement)
Friday 4th March 2022.
2022 is a special year for World Day of Prayer in England, Wales and Northern
Ireland. This year, we have prepared the World Day of Prayer service. It has been
both challenging and rewarding to write about the three countries that make up our
area: our landscape, people and culture all shaped by our history. We celebrate our
diversity and the contribution made to our countries by the many groups and
individuals who have made their home here. We use our Bible text “I know the plans
I have for you” from Jeremiah to reflect on some of the issues facing us today: poverty,
domestic abuse and disability, finding hope in difficult situations and encouragement
in the help we can give to each other.
World Day of Prayer is an international, ecumenical organisation which enables
women all over the world to share the ideas and concerns of the writing country.
Preparation for the day has taken several years. Our International Committee based
in New York coordinates the work of the National Committees and facilitates the
creation of our annual World Day of Prayer service on the first Friday in March. The
service outline, created by the writing country, is distributed to the rest of the world,
along with a Bible reflection, country background and children’s and -for the first timeyoung people’s activities.
All this work will come to fruition on Friday 4th March 2022 when services will take
place beginning in Samoa and moving on through New Zealand and Australia, across
Asia, Africa and Europe and finally the United States and South America before
finishing in American Samoa. Across England, Wales and Northern Ireland services
will take place in large urban centres, such as Central Hall Westminster, and in remote
village churches. We will use modern technology to reach those unable to access a
service but hope to be able to extend a welcome and hospitality once released from
lockdown.
For further information and resources, together with details of services in your area,
see the WDP website: www.wwdp.org.uk
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2021 and 2022
Imagine a pale blue morning sky, an endless ocean, wisps of cotton white clouds and
the grey hint of islands in the distance. The first Friday in March, the first World Day
of Prayer service of the day taking place somewhere on an island in the Pacific Ocean
and soon, too, in churches on those grey distant islands, New Zealand, my holiday
destination; then as daylight rolled onwards the service would be repeated over and
over, encompassing the globe.
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Many years later the same joy and wonder of a World Day of Prayer, with services
celebrated in chapels, churches and cathedrals, in villages, towns and cities, on
islands, archipelagos and continents remains. And the message is clear, this is a
world-wide family focussing on day-to-day issues set in the context of the host nation
for each year with a service in which voices are heard and action encouraged through
worship and prayer.
On the first Friday in March 2021 the service had been prepared by the Christian
women of the Republic of Vanuatu, a cluster of islands in the Pacific Ocean. But with
pandemic lockdowns and restrictions our churches were close, how could we offer
the service? The World Day of Prayer website offered a video of the service led by
the World Day of Prayer Committee in Vanuatu and the WDP International
Committee. Inspired, the Community church enabled us to offer two services via
Zoom while our Methodist church hosted a colourful display of life in Vanuatu in the
glazed welcome area. The morning service was led by local Committee/church
members accompanied by recorded music, our guitar duo and a soloist, and, while
muted we could all sing, too.
In the evening we streamed the International Committee video featuring the women
of Vanuatu, International Committee members and with greetings from World Day of
Prayer groups from all around the world.
We were joined by residents at Hempton Field Care Home and welcomed “visitors”
from Thame and as far afield as Tyne and Wear.
What a blessing to find a way to celebrate the day and to share the service and the
thoughts of the Christian women of Vanuatu not only here in Chinnor but elsewhere
in the UK.
The joy and wonder of a World day of Prayer goes on.

Anne Marie

Now we are planning for the service in 2022.
This is a special year as the service has been prepared by an ecumenical group
from England, Wales and Northern Ireland. The text “I Know the Plans I have for
You” is from Jeremiah and the focus of the service is a reflection on some of the
issues facing us today: poverty, domestic abuse and disability.
We hope to offer hybrid services at 10.30am and 7.30pm at the Community
Church and via Zoom on Friday 4th March 2022.
Do save the date as we look forward to sharing this service with you.
Information will also be available through the Parish Council newsletter/website;
church notices and newsletters and on the WDP website www.wwdp.org.uk
Anne Marie Lord, Ann Fassom, Monica Bartlett, Sue Marshall, Margaret Poole and
Barbara Francis - World Day of Prayer committee in Chinnor.
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The Wycombe Homeless Connection
Winter emergency shelter project
On 1st December, we opened our winter emergency accommodation. We have twelve guests who
have been given a safe place to stay and are being supported by our frontline and volunteer team
with food, clothing, other essentials plus the help and hope they need to stay healthy and find a
home for good. These people would otherwise very likely be sleeping rough right now.
Our homeless health worker, Bee, is busy ensuring all our guests have the healthcare they need.
She makes sure they are registered with GPs, can get appointments and referrals, and that their
prescriptions are ordered and filled. Just this week she has been assisting one guest who needed
urgent dental care and helped another with poorly feet to see a chiropodist.
We are also working with our guests to help them find secure, long-term homes. And we will be
helping anyone else who is found to be sleeping rough to access our emergency accommodation
if they do not qualify for any other support.
None of this is possible without your support and God’s grace. Thank you.
Winter appeal
We need your help to make sure that our extra-special emergency accommodation and support
and help is provided during the coldest, most dangerous months of the year so people do not have
to sleep on the street and that they can be helped to find a home of their own. Any gift will make a
difference. Please give generously. Thank you.
www.wyhoc.org.uk/winter-appeal
Please pray:
· For the people we serve who are in our emergency accommodation that they feel welcomed and
safe.
· For all those in our community who are facing increasing financial hardship and are worried
about losing their homes. Please pray that we are able to connect with everyone who needs our
help.
· For our staff, volunteers and trustees, especially as together we begin our winter project in
unsettled circumstances.
· Please pray that we are able to ensure all our services remain accessible and open for everyone
who needs them.
· Give thanks for our volunteers who are delivering food, calling clients to offer support and help,
and raising awareness of the services we provide. Give thanks for their wonderful generosity and
hospitality.
· Give thanks for all the support our community is showing us at this extraordinarily difficult time
and for God’s blessings, provision and steadfast love.
Contact us
For more information on anything in this update please contact us at contact@wyhoc.org.uk, via
our website, www.wyhoc.org.uk/contact or give us a call on 01494 447699.
Thank you
The Wycombe Homeless Connection Team
Registered charity: 1156211
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GAMES PAGES

(Answers p36)
SUDOKU

WORDSEARCH - Where did the Wise Men come from?

Magi from the East – it isn’t a lot to go on. The Magi were a religious caste devoted to astrology,
divination and the interpretation of dreams. Some scholars believe these magi came from
southern Arabia, where the Queen of Sheba had lived. She would have learned about the coming
Messiah from Solomon.
In Matthew’s gospel the Magi ask Herod: ‘Where is the One who has been born king of the Jews?
We saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him.’ So, it is possible that the Queen of
Sheba’s story of Messiah for Israel had survived. One thing that supports the theory that the magi
came from southern Arabia is this: if you study any map of Palestine as it was during biblical
times, you will find that the old Arabian caravan routes all entered Palestine ‘from the East’.
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CROSSWORD

ACROSS:
8 How the Abyss (NIV) is described in the Authorized Version (Revelation 9:1) (10,3)
9 Frozen water (Ezekiel 1:22) (3)
10 The Ten Commandments (9)
11 In Roman Catholic theology, neither heaven nor hell (5)
13 Des cons (anag.) (7)
16 ‘Though [your sins] are red as — , they shall be like wool’ (Isaiah 1:18) (7)
19 Keen (Romans 1:15) (5)
22 Repugnant, loathsome (Jeremiah 24:9) (9)
24 Drink like an animal (Judges 7:5) (3)
25 First and last (Revelation 22:13) (5,3,5)
DOWN:
1 Father of Ahi, a Gadite (1 Chronicles 5:15) (6)
2 Where David found the stone with which he killed Goliath (1 Samuel 17:40) (6)
3 ‘Hour by hour fresh lips are making thy — doings heard on high’ (8)
4 ‘And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their — at night’
(Luke 2:8) (6)
5 United Society for Christian Literature (1,1,1,1)
6 ‘If he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would — — or a tax collector’
(Matthew 18:17) (1,5)
7 Where Paul was taken when things became difficult for him in Berea (Acts 17:15) (6)
12 Istituto per le Opere di Religione (Vatican Bank) (1,1,1)
14 ‘Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new — ; the old has gone, the new has come!’ (2
Corinthians 5:17) (8)
15 Used to colour ram skins red for use in the tabernacle (Exodus 25:5) (3)
16 Vat car (anag.) (6)
17 ‘Be joyful — — , patient in affliction, faithful in prayer’ (Romans 12:12) (6)
18 ‘The parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while our presentable parts
— — special treatment’ (1 Corinthians 12:23) (4,2)
20 Ancient rowing boat (Isaiah 33:21) (6)
21 Say again (2 Corinthians 11:16) (6)
23 What Jesus did in the synagogue in Nazareth after he stood up (Luke 4:16) (4)
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FUN RECIPE TIME

Snowballer’s Rice Salad
Mix together:

Cooked rice
Salted peanuts
Sultanas
Green and red peppers
Pineapple chunks

Bind together all above ingredients with salad cream and
pineapple juice and form into snowballs.
Classic Snowball
Ingredients:
10 – 15ml lime juice or lime cordial
50ml advocaat
50ml sparkling lemonade
Ice to serve
Method:
Fill a glass with ice and if using, add up to 15ml of lime juice or
lime cordial (or to your taste). Pour the advocaat and lemonade
over the ice and stir gently until the outside of the glass feels
cold. Garnish with a Maraschino cherry
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ANSWERS:

SUDOKU

WORDSEARCH
Magi East Religious Caste Astrology Divination Dreams Scholars Southern
Arabia Queen Sheba Messiah Solomon Herod King Star Worship Palestine
Caravan
CROSSWORD

ACROSS: 8, Bottomless pit. 9, Ice. 10, Decalogue. 11, Limbo. 13, Seconds. 16, Crimson. 19,
Eager. 22, Abhorrent. 24, Lap. 25, Alpha and Omega.
DOWN: 1, Abdiel. 2, Stream. 3, Wondrous. 4, Flocks. 5, USCL. 6, A pagan. 7, Athens. 12, IOR.
14, Creation. 15, Dye. 16, Cravat. 17, In hope. 18, Need no. 20, Galley. 21, Repeat. 23, Read.
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A JOLLY SNOWY PICTURE TO COLOUR
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The United Parish of Chinnor, Sydenham,
Aston Rowant and Crowell
SAFEGUARDING
A copy of the Safeguarding Policy of the United Parish can be found on
our website www.chinnorunitedchurches.co.uk or can be obtained from
the Parish Office 01844 352472, csarc@btinternet.com. The United
Parish Policy and a House of Bishops Safeguarding Policy poster are
displayed on all four church notice boards.
The care and protection of children, young people and adults involved in
church activities is the responsibility of everyone who participates in the
life of the church therefore,
If you are concerned that you or someone else are at risk of or is being
abused or you have concerns that someone is presenting a risk to others,
then please seek advice from the Diocesan Safeguarding on 01865
208290
Parish Safeguarding Officer

VACANT

If the matter is of immediate danger, then contact the police on
999 without delay.
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ONE OF THESE NUMBERS COULD SAVE SOMEONE’S LIFE.

Childline:
0800 1111
Samaritans: 116 123
Domestic Violence Hotline: 0808 2000 247
Mind:
0300 123 3393
Age UK: 0800 169 6565

The United Parish clergy team are also available for anyone to
contact (by phone or email).
We are here for the whole community,
not only the regular church goers.
Jacky 07769 825 305 – revd.jackybarr@gmail.com
Margaret 01844 281 042 – margaret.poole@hotmail.co.uk
Joan 01844 353 404 – ddeval@hotmail.co.uk
Brian 01844 355 953 – brianjgriffiths@yahoo.co.uk
Des 01844 355 945 – desfoote@btinternet.com
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Parish Office
For all enquiries concerning baptism, confirmation and matrimony
please contact the Parish Office.
Rector: Revd Dr Jacky Barr
Parish Office: Tricia Prescott
St Andrew’s Church, Chinnor, OX39 4PG
01844 352472 - csarc@btinternet.com
Opening Hours:
Monday
Closed
Tuesday
1.30 – 3.30pm
Wednesday
1.30 – 3.30pm
Thursday
1.20 – 3.30pm
Friday
Closed

The best way of contacting the parish office is by emailing: csarc@btinternet.com

Parish Magazine:
Editor: Maggs Warman
Submissions should be emailed to csarcmags@btinternet.com
DEADLINE February Magazine 27th January

The churchwarden’s contact details
St Andrew’s, Chinnor

St Peter & St Paul, Aston Rowant

Pat Haywood

01844 352007

Jeremy Wilcock

01844 761119

Robert Pegg

01844 698109

Richard Boarder

07795 681263

St Mary’s, Sydenham

Nativity of B.V.M. Crowell

Roy Harrison

01844 353887

Andy Warman

Fiona Kermack

01844 352990

Maggs Warm

01844 351909
01844 351909
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