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New family run butchers in 
the heart of Chinnor

•  Locally and ethically sourced produce
• Affordable prices

• Experienced and knowledgeable butchers  
always on hand to help

• Wide range of fresh produce always available
• Large selection of frozen fish and  

home-made ready meals

We look forward to seeing you
Opening Hours

Monday – 8am till 1pm
Tuesday to Friday – 8am till 5pm

Saturday – 8am till 2pm
Sunday – Closed
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If  you have anything you’d like to see in the next issue please get in touch.
Email: sallyparishnotes@gmail.com  
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(Hillwerke Recreational Trust Reg Charity No. 279656)

Charges for Hire – Effective 1st April 2024

For Residents of the Parish of Aston Rowant
Monday–Sunday & Bank Holidays

Main Hall (8am–midnight) 	 £15.00 per hour
Committee Room only 	 £8.50 per hour
Whole Day Hire (8am–11pm)	 £210.00		

	 For Non-Residents of the Parish of Aston Rowant
	 Monday–Sunday & Bank Holidays

	 Main Hall (8am–midnight) 	 £16.00 per hour
	 Committee Room only 	 £9.50 per hour
	 Whole Day Hire (8am–11pm)	 £225.00		

	 Bar Licence (if  required) will incur an additional charge of  £20

To make a booking, email bookings@kbvh.org,  
phone 07470 441857 or visit our website www.kbvh.org  

where you will also find a full description of  the facilities we can  
offer plus details of  activities currently taking place in the hall.
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USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS
CAB Local office www.adviceguide.org.uk 	 01844 214827
Chinnor Village Centre 	 01844 353733
Church Tower, Aston Rowant: R Newton 	 01844 352926
Dial-a-ride (for people with mobility problems) 	 01869 327048
Highways Pothole Hotline 	 0845 3101111
Highways Street Light Hotline 	 0800 317802
Library-Chinnor 	 01844 351721
Oil Syndicate adam.bernstein@mac.com. 	 01844 350440
Oxon County Council www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 	 01865 792422
Police-Thame (Thames Valley) 	 101 or 999
Poor’s Hillock Allotments: Francesca Musaeus  francesca.musaeus@hotmail.com
Porch: S Thompson 	 01844 351334
Porch: J Rooksby 	 01844 352320
Post office-Chinnor 	 01844 351214
Schools:
Aston Rowant C of  E School 	 01844 351671
Icknield Community College Watlington 	 01491 612691
Lord Williams School Thame 	 01844 210510
Mill Lane School Chinnor 	 01844 352106
St Andrew’s C of  E, Chinnor 	 01844 351353
SODC Main Customer Services 	 01235 422422
SODC Refuse/Recycling 	 03000 610610
SODC Planning 	 01235 422600
Reporting Fly-tipping 	 03000 610610
SODC Environmental Department 	 01235 422403
Chinnor u3a [Chair]    	 07711 337243
Village Hall Hire/Bookings: Hayley Hopwood	 07470 441857 

KINGSTON BLOUNT VILLAGE HALL DIARY 
Harmony Pilates

Tuesdays: 9am-10am 
saracroker@hotmail.com

Kid’s Party
Friday 12 December 5.30pm

Pub Night
Friday 12 December 7.30pm
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Litter
It’s all very parochial, but as we barrel towards the new year, I want to express my 
thanks to those that helped with the recent litter pick at the start of  November.

On each day we had six collectors – a perfect number.
They picked a variety of  litter, and it’s this variety that is both interesting and 

worrying. Collectors found a large flat screen TV, an angle grinder, a car battery, 
discarded signs, pieces of  car bumper, as well as ‘general’ litter such as glass bottles, 
crisp packets, beer cans, vapes and food cartons – and more.

Worse, again, collectors came across building waste dumped on the Upper 
Ridgeway along from Kingston Hill.

I recognise that lighter items can be whipped out of  bins by the wind, but larger 
and heavier pieces of  litter are distinct and are being wantonly discarded.

I would ask anyone seeing litter being discarded to note the offender and report it to 
SODC via https://tinyurl.com/5fkrfhy2. This page has links to fly tipping and dumped 
waste, abandoned vehicles, litter and bins, graffiti, dog fouling and dead animals.

Lastly, the council would request that residents do not put adverts for businesses 
or the like around the parish, on for example, telegraph poles; please use the KBAR 
Facebook page or the Parish Notes.
FTTP

Three years ago, the parish council put much effort in trying to get FTTP – (full) 
fibre to the premises broadband - to residents in the parish. The plan was to secure 
funding for a build using the government’s Gigabit voucher scheme. We were so close 
and almost crossed the line when funding was withdrawn because FTTP was planned 
to come to the parish via commercial means.

It’s true that a few have FTTP via Trooli, Gigaclear or Openreach because they 
happen to be in the right place, but for the majority it’s still only a copper wire service.

However, it looks like FTTP may soon become a reality for all. The Openreach 
fibre checker - https://www.openreach.com/fibre-checker - indicates that the 
company is building in the area with regular activity from engineers. 

Keep an eye on that website or register for updates.
SID

A new Speed Indicator Device – SID – has now been installed on an OCC-
partially funded pole on the B4009, down from the Cherry Tree heading toward 
the crossroads. While the parish would have preferred the location to be nearer the 
crossroads, ultimately, it’s the county council’s Highways officers who determine the 
locations of  such poles.

Even so, it is hoped that the new SID will help calm traffic as it heads towards 
the M40.

Again, the parish council wants to recognise the civic-minded resident who paid 
half  the cost of  the installation.

CHAIRMAN’S NOTE
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KINGSTON BLOUNT VILLAGE HALL

Dates for the diary
It’s a while off but please diarise the next Duck Race, down by Fiveways Corner – 

1400hrs on Sunday 15 February. It’s a great afternoon for children and families to race 
(plastic) ducks down the stream. And best of  all, it’s free.

Also, the Spring litter pick will run again close to the end of  March and start of  
April; the date is yet to be confirmed as it’s dependent on SODC. As before, many 
hands make light work.
And finally…

…the parish council would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a peaceful 
and Happy New Year.

Adam Bernstein 
Chairman, Aston Rowant Parish Council
adam.bernstein@astonrowantparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Parish Website
www.astonrowantparishcouncil.gov.uk

Parish Clerk
Tracy Lambourne
clerk@astonrowantparishcouncil.gov.uk	 01844 353989	

Parish Councillors:
Chairman Adam Bernstein 		
adam.bernstein@astonrowantparishcouncil.gov.uk 	 07785 905120
Councillor Deborah Chaplin
deborah.chaplin@astonrowantparishcouncil.gov.uk	 01844 354648
Councillor Matthew Day
matthew.day@astonrowantparishcouncil.gov.uk	 01844 351300
Councillor Hayley Hopwood	
hayley.hopwood@astonrowantparishcouncil.gov.uk	 07515 774871
Councillor Richard Payling
richard.payling@astonrowantparishcouncil.gov.uk	 07801 764019
Councillor Trelawney Hill  		
trelawney.hill@astonrowantparishcouncil.gov.uk	 01844 353051

District Councillors:
Ali Gordon-Creed 	 ali.gordon-creed@southoxon.gov.uk
Ed Sadler	 ed.sadler@southoxon.gov.uk	 07842 602398

County Councillor
Kate Gregory 		  kate.gregory@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Georgina Heritage 		  georgina.heritage@oxfordshire.co.uk

MP
Freddie van Mierlo 	 freddie.vanmierlo.mp@parliament.uk

Police Community Support Office 
tel: 101	 ThameHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Village Hall Hire/Bookings
Hayley Hopwood	 07470 441857 	 bookings@kbvh.org

Play Area
Tracy Lambourne 	 01844 353989 	 clerk@astonrowantparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Aston Rowant Cricket Club Chairman
James Robinson 		  chairman@astonrowantcricket.co.uk

PARISH COUNCIL & LOCAL CONTACTS
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Parish Council meetings were held on Wednesday 8th October 2025 and Wednesday 
12th November 2025 where the planning applications detailed below were discussed. 
The next meeting of  the Council will be held on Wednesday 10th December.  

PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
P25/S2406/PIP	 Redevelopment of  Paddock Cottage and equine facilities to form 3 to 
4 dwellings at Aston Park Stud Aston Rowant. A Permission in Principle application, not 
yet a full application, with reduced response time (required by 25/Sept)
RESPONSE SUBMITTED 24/SEP – we have reservations, but not able to comment 
further until full application is submitted.
P25/S2833/HH	 Addition of  a bespoke garden room to rear elevation at Chiltern 
View Farmhouse Kingston Stert.  Response due: 7/Oct. 
NO OBJECTION (Neighbours have made no comment either)
P25/S3101/DA - ASR  Appeal reference : APP/Q3115/C/25/3374155 deposited 
with the District Council as Local Planning Authority re: Land at Town Farm Cottage 
Brook Street K/Blount. Alleged breach: Without planning permission, the formation 
of  an access onto a classified road in the approximate location shown between points 
A and B on the Land (the Access) by the infilling of  an existing drainage ditch, the 
removal of  a section of  existing hedge row and erection of  a five-bar gate. (SE21/293).
Unclear how this differs from previously advised appeal outcome: (APP/
Q3115/C/24/3336385, see previous edition of  The Parish Notes) but our original 
objection is maintained as the work was done without seeking Planning Permission. 

WITHDRAWN APPLICATIONS: None.

PLANNING DECISIONS OF SODC: 
P25/S1830/PIP	 Permission in Principle for a phased development of  1 self-build 
dwelling on land at junction of  Aston Rowant Road & Chinnor Road Aston Rowant. 
GRANTED.
P25/S2833/HH	 Addition of  a bespoke garden room to rear elevation at Chiltern 
View Farmhouse Kingston Stert. GRANTED.
P25/S2406/PIP	 Redevelopment of  Paddock Cottage and equine facilities to form 3 
to 4 Dwellings at Paddock Cottage Aston Park Stud Aston Rowant. GRANTED.

PLANNING DECISIONS MADE SINCE THE LAST MEETING:  
None.

PLANNING APPLICATION APPEALS:  
See P25/S3101/DA - ASR above.

ASTON ROWANT PARISH COUNCIL NOTES

>>
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Waterperry Gardens, Waterperry, Near Wheatley, Oxfordshire OX33 1JZ  |  01844 339254  |  www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 

CHRISTMAS MARKET – SAT 6 & SUN 7 DEC, 10AM-4PM
Arts and Craft Stalls with gorgeous handmade gift ideas, and festive food and drink. 

PRE-ORDER WATERPERRY CHRISTMAS GOODIES:
Let the Teashop at Waterperry take the strain out of cooking and pre-order your 
festive treats, like Christmas Cake, Christmas Pudding, Mince Pies and more. 
Contact: teashop@waterperrygardens.co.uk for more information.

CHRISTMAS TREES
The spectacular British grown Christmas trees will be on sale from the beginning of 
December along with fantastic Waterperry hand-finished Christmas wreaths.

Christmas Closure: We will be closed between Christmas and the New Year. 
For more details on all our events please visit www.waterperrygardens.co.uk

Get into the festive spirit 
this December & January

JANUARY 2026: Enjoy winter walks and see the gardens turn into a spectacular vision as the frost spreads across the 
grasses and trees and the mist winds around the garden and the Riverside Walk. The garden is at its most dramatic state in 
January as it is cut back for the winter and prepares to burst into new life with Snowdrops in February. 
Don’t forget to book onto one of our many courses in January and February too.

FIND SANTA’S REINDEER TRAIL!  Daily until 24 DEC – 10am till 5pm 
Help Santa find his friends lost all around the gardens and win a prize! 
   

£4.50 per child* 
*Children must be accompanied by 

an adult paying garden entrance fee. 

CHRISTMAS 2 OR 3
COURSE MENU

LIVE MUSIC &
PARTY NIGHTS

CELEBRATE WITH
US!

BUFFETS &
AFTERNOON TEAS

No.36 Station Road, 
Chinnor, 
OX39 4QH

www.grapesandflavours.com
hello@grapesandflavours.com
01844 340496
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APPLICATIONS IN NEIGHBOURING PARISHES (which may 
affect Aston Rowant Parish) None.

Please note that all Planning Applications for the Parish can be found on the 
Parish Council Website: http://www.astonrowantparishcouncil.gov.uk under 
‘Parish Council’ and then ‘Planning’. All past minutes of  Aston Rowant Parish 
Council (Including the Annual Parish Meeting) can be found under: http://www.
astonrowantparishcouncil.gov.uk under ‘Parish Council’ and then ‘Meetings’.
Occasional updates concerning the Parish are added to the Parish Council’s website and 
Facebook pages as well as the Kingston Blount/Aston Rowant (KBAR) Facebook page. 

Tracy Lambourne Clerk to Aston Rowant Parish Council 

YOUR VILLAGE 
HALL NEEDS YOU!
The Village Hall committee are looking for a new Chair to 

help run the Hall and lead the meetings. If you are interested 
and want to know what is involved please contact Andrea 

Tinson on kbvhall@gmail.com

We are a friendly group of people who volunteer to help run 
the Village Hall. We meet formally four times a year and use 

email to contact each other outside of those times. One perk 
of the role is that you have two free hirings a year. 

Nigel Williams
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Rector
Rev’d Dr. Jacky Barr 	 07769 825305
rector@unitedparish.church 	
01844 352027

Associate Priest
Rev’d Joan DeVal 	 01844 353404

Licensed Lay Minister (L.L.M)
Margaret Poole 	 01844 281042 

Retired Priests      
Rev’d Des Foote	 01844 355945
Rev’d Dr. Brian Griffiths	
01844 355953
Rev’d Tony Whittaker 	
01844 352472

United Parish Office	
Tricia Prescott 	 01844 352472                 
office@unitedparish.church 

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Jane Tucker	 07890 346781
safeguarding@unitedparish.church

Churchwarden at Aston Rowant
Richard Boarder 	 07795681263
Vacancy

Churchwardens at Crowell
Andy Warman	 01844351909
Maggs Warman	 01844351909

THE UNITED PARISH TEAM

Sunday 28th September was the date for the Harvest Supper at Crowell.  The church 
was decorated with an Autumn theme and the table groaned with hosting the cheese 
and biscuits inspired supper. (Many thanks Jacky.) We interspersed hymns and drinks 
with sampling the goodies on the table. An enjoyable get together. 

On 9th November we remembered the fallen from Crowell village with a service of  
hymns, prayers and poems. The Last Post was played, the 2 minute silence observed and 
the Roll of  Honour called. The church was decorated with poppies and candles

Andy & Maggs Warman 
�(Church Wardens) 01844 351909  themwarmans@btinternet.com

CROWELL CHURCH
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Anti Ageing Treatments

Redness and Pigmentation 

Advanced Facials 

Rosacea Treatment 

Acne Treatment 

Nail Fungus 

Skin Resurfacing 

Laser Tattoo Removal

“ With more than 20 years experience in the
beauty industry and as the former Head of
Clinical training for ABC Lasers, MeadowView
Aesthetics is my chance to combine my love of
laser therapies and good skin health through
innovative skincare to help you achieve
happiness and confidence in your skin.

My mission is to provide you with a warm,
relaxed, and professional
environment with results-driven skin
treatments and excellent customer
service.”
Susan Billett
Owner

Skin and Laser Specialist
Offering a unique and personalised service, specialising

in advanced skin treatments for dramatic results.

Contact me to arrange your free consultation
info@meadowviewaesthetics.co.uk

07979 652460
meadowviewaesthetics.co.uk

MeadowView Aesthetics
High Street
Kingston Blount
OX39 4SJ

LOCAL ADVERTISING – rachel.parishnotes@gmail.com
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Seasons Greetings to all associated with the cricket club.
It is a winter of  change at the club – we have a new Chairman James Robinson 

and a new Vice Chairman Tim Hestor. Both of  them have worked on the Committee 
in the past few years and are both Managers of  highly successful Junior teams – we 
wish them well. At the same time, we would like to express our thanks to Josh Smith 
and Thad Cooper for the work they have done in these posts.

We also have new contact details for the club – the website is now  
www.astonrowantcricket.co.uk and the contact details for the new chairman are 
chairman@astonrowantcricket.co.uk.

Also, the club has changed its legal status – we are no longer a Community 
Amateur Sports Club ( CASC) but have become a registered Charity – Aston 
Rowant Cricket Club Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) Registered 
Charity 1212786. This has been done for a number of  reasons – the old CASC 
status is quite dated and many organisations have changed into charities. Also, the 
club turnover has outgrown the CASC status and we were close to the VAT levels. 
Finally, the charitable status will make us eligible for grants which we have previously 
been unable to apply for.

The Club’s annual AGM will be held on 5th December from 7.30pm at the 
Lambert Arms, where amongst other items the new committee will be elected.

In other news, repairs to the site screens have started, you may see the scaffolding at 
the club in the next few weeks, final touches to the bottom pavilion are ongoing, the juniors 
indoor training started in Oct and continues until Dec 9 (they are keen, last weekend we 
even had juniors training in the outdoor nets) senior indoor nets will start in the New Year.

I hope you saw and enjoyed Linsey Smith playing in the T20 World Cup for the 
England team it was a success for her if  not the England team. She is now in Australia 
playing for the Hobart Hurricanes in the Big Bash.

Finally, as ever the club is looking for sponsors for the 2026 season, both for main 
sponsors and individual players – if  you are interested, please contact the Chairman.

Steven Sowerby
www.astonrowantcc.com

NEWS FROM ARCC 

Peter Tinson
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We take the jargon out of 
accounts & the crunch out 
of numbers! 

Simply put, we offer a local, personal service & our aim is to change the perception 
of stuffy accountants and work with you to help your business work for you!

If you are a sole trader or thinking about starting your own business, we will guide 
you every step of the way & continue to help support you as your business grows.

We can also help with Corporation Tax Returns & Accounts, Self-Assessments, 
VAT Returns, Payroll, Bookkeeping & CIS submissions.

Steph & Sue would love to welcome you to Simply Put Accounting. 

Call us today on 07939 030102 or email us 
at admin@simplyputaccounting.co.uk
www.simplyputaccounting.co.uk

LOCAL ADVERTISING – rachel.parishnotes@gmail.com
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A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all the parishioners who use the 
footpaths in the parish. 

Firstly, can I thank the people who took part in the Autumn Litter Pick over the 
weekend of  the 1st and 2nd of  November. It was interesting to see the things that 
have been fly tipped in the hedges. These included a wide screen TV, an angle grinder 
complete with plug and various parts of  cars including a battery, a front bumper and 
several hub caps. But the star was a full wooden deck which was left by someone in the 
layby on Kingston Hill.

Can I ask people to note the date of  the Duck Race on the 15th February 2026, 
details of  which will be in the Jan Parish Notes. Also, the Parish Walk on Sunday January 
4th the details of  which Peter Hetherington put in the last edition of  the notes.

As Mike has detailed in his report there has been good work done down at 
Fiveways and can I add my thanks to the volunteers. Can you also read Peter Tinson’s 
notes about the work in Pleck Wood.

The Parish Maintenance Tasks review was completed and approved at the October 
Parish Council Meeting; the revised list is available on the Parish Website.

At the November Parish Council Meeting the proposed names for the streams in 
the parish were accepted in principle. These are:

Holbrook which runs from Aston Lake down to Fiveways (this is an old already 
known name)

Stadtway Brook, which flows into the Holbrook beyond Fiveways (another 
known name)

Aston Winterbourne which runs down Aston Rowant Road and Church Lane to 
meet the Holbrook.

School Brook which rises near the school and forms the small pond on the Lower 
Icknield Way.

Kingston Brook which runs through Kingston Blount and then to Kingston Stert.
Crowell Brook which rises in Crowell and runs to Kingston Stert.
We will forward these names to the River Thame Trust who are looking at the 

quality of  the water in the River Thame. All of  the named streams eventually run into 
the River Thame via Cuttlebrook in Thame.

Please, can I remind you of  the Walks at the Foot of  the Chilterns booklet that is 
published by the Parish Council. This booklet is free to all newcomers to the parish; if  you 
want a copy please contact either Tracy Lambourne the parish clerk or myself. If  you want 
a second copy, they are available for £3 – again please contact either Tracy or myself.

Finally, on behalf  of  the Parish Council can we thank Simon Coulson who has once 
again planted up the tubs which do so much to brighten up the entrance into the parish. 

Steven Sowerby
�Chair of  Footpaths and Amenities Group
stevensowerby@hotmail.com   07802 81425.

ARPC FOOTPATH AND AMENITIES GROUP
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The photo shows a Brown Trout from the Sheep Brook at Lewknor. It has beautiful 
markings which is unique to this stream. Note the big tail fin. We used to have them in 
the Holbrook but we haven’t seen 
any for years. The lower Holbrook 
and the Crowell Stream could, with 
work, support trout. 

I have seen native fish above 
Fiveways today but I have also heard 
that there are very small Koi in the 
Holbrook. These are obviously non-
natives, which are unlikely to survive 
where there are pike. 

We do have Sticklebacks and Miller’s Thumbs. I have not seen any Signal crayfish 
recently in the Holbrook but they are a real problem in Lewknor, where they damage 
the banks by tunnelling.  

The flow of  the stream at Fiveways remains poor – despite recent rain. The 
Holbrook is fed from “reservoirs” of  water holding chalk in the Chilterns. Whilst some 
rain does run off quickly, most enters the chalk and emerges where there is an escape 
route through the non- porous top soil. The Chilterns are approximately 100 metres 
higher than at the base and the water travels down at a metre each year; so it can take 
one hundred years to emerge in springs in extreme cases. Local water movement is 
studied by Thames Water and retired hydrologists in the Watlington Environmental 
Group. Given the low levels of  water in the Chiltern’s aquifers local flooding is less 
likely this year.  

The Fiveways stream sides have been strimmed, except for the lower end and we 
are one step nearer to duck racing which is confirmed as Sunday 15th Feb at 2 - 4pm 
...weather and flow permitting.

Can I thank those who responded to my plea for more help with maintaining the 
site. It is much appreciated. If  you are down there take some secateurs and keep the 
path safe. I will plant the small trees I have been given now we have had rain. 

I am interested in finding someone with an interest in native trees to be a tree curator. 
We have two Black Poplars – one male and one female, and one “dead” stump – a 
result of  the electricity company wanting to maintain power during the winter. I have 
a suspicion there are Black Poplar suckers coming up from the “dead” tree! I listened 
to a BBC podcast on Black Poplars recently, which described the work being done to 
study the genetics and the family history of  these rare and ancient trees. Our local trees 
are not listed and a recent walk on the footpath to the left of  Lewknor Church revealed 
two more, including a magnificent aged specimen. They are not protected or known on 
national records and deserve to be. They were a favourite of  Constable! 

The photo shows the location of  the lost hamlet of  Penn, which was on both sides 
of  this track from Fiveways going towards Postcombe, just beyond the hedge shown. 

FIVEWAYS



19

The track was the old London to Oxford Road. Nothing remains of  what would have 
been 3-4 wooden houses (see old maps on parish website). The Stadtway’s treeline is in 
the background. 

Seasons Greetings. 

Mike Eaton 
mike.eaton@btopenworld.com   

Thinking about an allotment? Now’s the perfect time!
As winter settles in and gardens fall quiet, it’s a perfect time to think ahead to 

the growing season. Poor’s Hillock Gardens have a small number of  plots becoming 
available, and we would love to welcome growers – experienced or complete 
beginners.

If  you would like to find out more, please contact Francesca.musaeus@hotmail.com
Come and grow with us this spring 

POOR’S HILLOCK GARDEN ALLOTMENT          
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Friday Coffee Mornings
Kingston Blount Village Hall. 
All welcome!
We will be open for business  
from 10.15am – 12pm on:
November 28th
December 12th Christmas special
January 16th & 30th
February 13th & 27th
March 13th & 27th
April 10th & 24th

Come and enjoy a hot drink and a cake or snack. 
Browse the bookshelf, feel free to select as many as you like.
Bring some new ones along to add to the collection.

Christmas coffee morning
12th December 10.15 – 12.00 
Kingston Blount village hall 

Come and join us for this very special seasonal event! 
Mince pies, Mulled Cider, Hot spiced Chocolate.
Tree of  light. 
Optional Picture quiz 
and Bingo. 
Christmas music.
Children from the Forest 
school are coming to sing 
a festive song, enjoy a 
healthy snack and make 
a decoration from our 
activity table. 

All children are very 
welcome.

NOTICEBOARD
WHAT’S GOING ON IN KINGSTON BLOUNT,  
ASTON ROWANT & NEARBY
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Used Postage Stamps
Due to modern technology, there are now fewer stamps being used. However, 
I am still collecting them, so if  you have any spare used stamps I would be 
very grateful if  you could either pop them through my letterbox or put them 
in the small tin inside Aston Rowant Church.
Thank you all for your continued support.
Shirley Smith.
Meadow Vale, Pleck Lane, Kingston Blount.
(The bungalow behind the picket fence.)

Annual New Year Parish Walk
The walk this year will be on Sunday 4 January meeting promptly at 10.00 am in the 
centre of  Stokenchurch on the Green opposite the fire damaged Kings Hotel. The 
walk is only 4.5m and has been chosen as it is a relatively mud free walk. It offers 
a varied landscape and with some very pleasant Beech woodland walking on good 
paths. There are several short inclines on the route. There is plenty of  off-road parking 
on the minor roads around the green. Everyone is welcome. As usual this is a joint 
walk organised with Thame and Wheatley 
Ramblers. You don’t have to be a Ramblers 
member or live in the Parish to come along. 
If  you have any concerns, I am accredited 
leader for Ramblers.

Please wear walking boots 
or walking shoes. We will 
have a banana break at 
the halfway point (other 
sustenance allowed!) It 
would be helpful if  you 
could book please.

Peter Hetherington
for Ramblers and our Parish Footpath and Amenities Committee
07767 647714
rphetherington@aol.com
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Friends of St Andrew’s Church,
Chinnor

CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS  
TTRREEEE  FFEESSTTIIVVAALL
SSAANNTTAA’’SS
WWOORRKKSSHHOOPP

Saturday 6th December
to

Sunday 14th December
Open 2pm to 5pm each day

All Welcome
Donation at the Door  £2

Seasonal Refreshments
Musical Entertainment

Lucky Draw for Christmas
Hamper

All funds raised go towards care and
maintenance of St. Andrew’s Church

www.achurchnearyou.com/St-Andrew-Chinnor
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Aston Rowant School Shines in SIAMS Inspection
We are delighted to share the wonderful news that Aston Rowant Church of  

England Primary School has received an incredible SIAMS (Statutory Inspection of  
Anglican and Methodist Schools) report following its recent inspection.

The report praises the school for living out its Christian vision: “To be a 
community of  courageous life-long learners, who are rooted in God, live out our 
Christian values and enjoy life in all its fullness”  This vision is described as deeply 
rooted and inclusive, shaping every aspect of  school life — from strategic decisions to 
daily routines and relationships.

Inspectors highlighted the school’s strong sense of  community and care:
“Aston Rowant is a small school with a big heart which strives to care deeply for 

all” and “Leaders have high aspirations for their community. They know and cherish 
each individual member.”

The report also celebrates the nurturing environment that enables pupils to 
flourish:

“Pupils are thoroughly prepared and well equipped to leave Aston Rowant as confident 
individuals who have strong self-belief. They have a true sense of  self-worth and “Families 
frequently highlight how the school goes ‘above and beyond’ to help their children to progress 
and achieve their full potential.”
Our children are empowered to speak out and take action — whether presenting 

to MPs, setting up recycling stations, working with the local foodbank or championing 
causes the children believe in. Our children are learning to be courageous and take 
action and live with purpose and compassion.

This captures the heart of  what makes Aston Rowant School. This reflects a 
culture of  care and commitment that ensures every child is supported to thrive 
academically and personally. It’s not just about academic success—it’s about nurturing 
resilient, compassionate learners who are ready to make a positive difference in the 
world.

This glowing report is a testament to the dedication of  our staff, governors, clergy, 
and families who work together to create a school where every child is cherished and 
encouraged to thrive.

We hope that you enjoy celebrating this achievement with us and 
continue to support Aston Rowant as we live out our vision in the heart of  
our community.

Helen France
Headteacher
office@aston-rowant.oxon.sch.uk

LETTER FROM THE HEADTEACHER
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REPAIR, RESTORE, RETRAIN 
YOUR BRAIN FUNCTION

The small Specialist team at One-To-One-Neuro-Feedback has 
extensive experience with a number of  brain conditions, including 
Closed Head Injury in horse riders and sports people and others.  

Also Whiplash, Mood Disorders, Memory and Cognitive Challenges, 
Learning Difficulties, Dementia and Neurodegenerative Conditions.  

Clinics are held at Aston Park Stud, Church Lane, Aston Rowant,  
and at clinics in London.   

Contact Alexandra Cawte-McDermid (PA to Dr Lesley Parkinson)  
to arrange a complementary initial consultation. Tel:  07958 198214  

or Email:  pa.brainhealthclinic@outlook.com

LOCAL ADVERTISING – rachel.parishnotes@gmail.com
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Pleck Wood is the area of  woodland adjoining the playing fields in Kingston Blount. 
Over the past few years some minor work has been carried out to maintain the wood 
for the benefit of  both wildlife and parishioners of  all ages. To date, this work has 
largely been restricted to coppicing a number of  the hazel trees on the south side of  
the wood. 

Coppicing has been practiced throughout history to provide a regular supply of  
wood for a variety of  uses. In the past, coppiced woodland would provide wood for 
manufacturing charcoal, small timber for building houses and carts, and to provide 
bark for use in tanning leather. Hazel trees were coppiced to provide stakes and shoots 
for wattle fencing.  Coppicing also has the effect of  increasing the light reaching the 
woodland floor which in turn should encourage wildflowers such as primroses and 
bluebells to colonise the area.

When the hazels were planted in the year 2000, the intention was that they would 
be regularly coppiced. Unfortunately, there were a number of  years when coppicing 
did not take place with the result that many of  the trees now have substantial growth. 
The programme of  work being carried out aims to address this – once the height of  
the hazel trees has been reduced it is intended to coppice the hazels on a rolling basis 
so that there is a mix of  established and young growth. This year the focus will be 
on removing the outward growth from the hazel trees on the north side of  the park 
(south side of  the Wood) to encourage more vertical growth (and hence straight wood 
for staves). If  there is enough time, some of  the hazel trees on the Crowell side of  the 
wood will also be coppiced.

The branches removed that are suitable for fencing/plant support (i.e. those 
reasonably straight and roughly 1cm – 2.5cm in diameter) will be made available 
for parishioners to collect and use. Larger branches (over 2.5cm in diameter) will 
be trimmed for parishioners to take and dry for firewood. Please note that any 
wood taken for burning should be left for at least two years before being burnt. Any 
material that does not fall into these two categories will be added to the ‘dead hedge’ 
located within the wood near the central footpath. A dead hedge is an area where 
woody cuttings are woven between stakes to form a tangle of  cuttings to provide an 
environment for birds, insects and small mammals to shelter. Typically dunnocks, 
wrens and robins will make use of  a dead hedge to nest and forage.

Finally, there were three entrances to the Wood from the playing fields. The path 
through the entrance on the western side has become overgrown with brambles and 
is no longer passable. The brambles and other growth will be cleared back from the 
pathway to reopen the route into the Wood. If  anyone would like to assist with this 
work, please contact Peter Tinson via email at p.a.tinson@btinternet.com.

PLECK WOOD
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M B GARDEN 
MACHINERY

Garden machinery  
repairs and 

servicing

07917 731190
markbarkaway@gmail.com

LOCAL ADVERTISING – rachel.parishnotes@gmail.com

Holistic beauty salon with an Eco 
ethos, evolving the care for our 
skin as well as the environment.

PRE BOOKED APPOINTMENTS ONLY.
Email nurturedbeautysalon@gmail.com or 

text Erin Wodzynski 07921 077 697 for enquiries. 

www.nurturedbeauty.co.uk

Set in the foot of the Chiltern Hills, between 
Watlington and Chinnor, Nurtured Beauty is 

situated on private land, in the tranquil village 
of Aston Rowant*. 

Please email or text for further enquiries.  
*Full address will be disclosed, once a confirmed booking has been made.

FACIALS • MASSAGE • WAXING • TINTING
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Buckinghamshire Freemasons PROJECT OX49

A Vision for a New Freemasons Lodge in OX49 & Surrounding Villages

“Friendship, Integrity, Respect, Charity – Built to serve our local communities.”

Are you interested in making lifelong friends, becoming a better person and 
supporting and making a difference in your communities?

Buckinghamshire Freemasons are embarking on an exciting new project within 
the OX49 postcode to set up a new Freemasons Lodge. This Lodge is being set 
up to support its members, their family members and communities.

If you are an existing Freemason in the area and are looking for a local Lodge 
or if you are interested in getting information about joining this new Lodge, we 
would love to hear from you.

Who Are the Freemasons?

WHAT FREEMASONRY IS – AND ISN’T

What We Are:
- One of the world’s oldest fraternal organisations. 
- A society of like-minded men dedicated to friendship, self-improvement, 
charity, and community service. 
- A network of men who support each other, their families, and their 
communities.
- Include our family within our activities to make them feel included and part of 
the experience.

What We’re Not:
- We are not a secret society - our values and goals are openly shared. 
- We don’t engage in political or religious agendas. 
- We don’t promise wealth, power, or privilege.

If you are interested in getting more information and coming along to an 
information day where you can bring your friends and family, please contact:

BuckinghamshireOX49@gmail.com 

LOCAL ADVERTISING – rachel.parishnotes@gmail.com



30

MICK HOBDELL 
Plumbing & Heating Engineer

Oil Boiler/Aga Services and Repairs

Power flushing (to remove build-up in central heating
systems, increasing efficiency)

General Plumbing

Phone 07554 426113 or 01844 281521
Tetsworth  Nr Thame

LOCAL ADVERTISING – rachel.parishnotes@gmail.com

At Surman & Horwood Funeral Services & Monumental Masons  
we offer comprehensive funeral services from a family run business  

with years of experience.  

Chapel of Rest, The Green, Crowell 
01844 351323 (24 hours)

SURMAN & HORWOOD
FUNERAL SERVICES
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CREATIVE LANDSCAPE GARDENING

• Patios & paths • Brickwork • Planting & hedging

• Fencing • Driveways • Wildflower meadows

• Lawns • Garden maintenance • Tree surgery     

• Woodland management • Agricultural fencing

Telephone: 01844 351919 Mobile: 07718 257104
Email: rowlandscapes@googlemail.com   Website: www.rowlandscapes.com



32

Our curtain making service offers you the chance to breathe new life into your 
home. With an array of  beautiful fabrics, styles, and patterns, we’re here to 

help you create the perfect look that reflects your unique taste. 

Imagine the warmth of  sunlight filtered through your custom-designed 
curtains, casting a gentle glow in your living room or bedroom. Or control 

brightness with elegant blinds and add motorisation for ease of  use. 

Whether you desire a modern, chic vibe or a classic, timeless appeal, our expert 
team is ready to craft your vision into reality. 

Let’s design a space you’ll love to come home to. Get in touch today for a free 
consultation, and together, we’ll make your curtain dreams come true! 

Bespoke Curtains, Blinds & Soft Furnishings 
Light control, sun filtering and insulation 

Beautiful showroom in Thame - Visitors welcome no appointment required 
Open Tuesday to Saturday Check times on our website 

55 North Street OX9 3BH 

01844 220035   www.tillynilly.com 
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A friendly and reliable service 
that offers the very best in 

plastering craftmanship

T: 01844 352710
M: 07989 368573

THE FOOT SANCTUARY
DEVOTED TO PROVIDING THE BEST HEALTHCARE FOR YOUR FEET

SUE YEOWART HCPC 26216 REG. PODIATRIST CHIROPODIST 
REFLEXOLOGIST ~ REIKI MASTER ~ INTUITIVE HEALER 

Medical Pedicure using  
 Neal’s Yard Products
Podiatry - Chiropody
Paraffin Wax Treatment
Cryosurgery
Reflexology
Reiki with crystals  

58 London Road
Milton Common
OX9 2JL
01844 278606
07941 035849

LOCAL ADVERTISING – rachel.parishnotes@gmail.com
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The health of your eyes and the quality
of your vision are our primary concern

High Street, Chinnor   01844 351564    www.ivancammack.com 
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LOCAL ADVERTISING – rachel.parishnotes@gmail.com
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ADVERTISING IN THE PARISH NOTES
The Parish Notes are an excellent and affordable way to advertise locally. They are 
published every two months and delivered to every household in the area. Please 
email Rachel Lockwood if  you are interested in advertising:  
rachel.parishnotes@gmail.com 
1/4 page – £12 for one issue or six issues for £50
1/2 page – £17 for one issue or six issues for £70
Full page – £32 for one issue or six issues for £130

PARISH NOTES 
PLEASE do get in touch if  you have anything you think might be of  interest for 
future issues of  the Parish Notes. Email: sallyparishnotes@gmail.com  
Copy deadline for the Feb/Mar issue is 15th Jan 2026 

CHURCH SERVICES CHRISTMAS 2025

Sat 29th Nov: 	� St Andrew’s Christmas Fayre and United Parish Gift Day. 
10am-noon

Sat 6th Dec 	 Sydenham Christmas Fayre noon-2pm  
Sat 6th - Sun14th Dec St Andrew’s Christmas Tree Festival 2pm-5pm
Sunday 15th Dec: 	 Seven Lessons and Carol service: 4pm Sydenham church tbc
Friday 19th Dec	 7pm Carols@Crowell (with readings)
Sunday 21st Dec: 	 Nine Lessons and Carol service:
	 4pm Aston Rowant Church
	 6pm St Andrew’s, Chinnor
Wednesday 24th Dec	 Crib Services:
	 4pm Aston Rowant
	 4pm Sydenham
	 5pm St Andrew’s Chinnor
Wednesday 24th Dec	 Midnight (in Bethlehem) Mass:
	 9pm St Andrew’s, Chinnor
	 10pm St Mary’s, Sydenham
Christmas Day	 Holy Communion:
	 10:30am St. Andrew’s, Chinnor
	 9am Aston Rowant


